Visit the Black Lives Matter Canada site: www.blacklivesmatter.ca
○ What is the goal of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement?
○ What initiatives are Black Lives Matter Canada currently pursuing?
○ How likely is it that Black Lives Matter will achieve their goals? What would need to change?

Followup: A Black protester at a civil rights demonstration took issue with the slogan “All Lives
Matter” (which BLM contends is self-evident) with a sign that read:
If all lives matter, why aren’t you as enraged as I am?
What is the protester saying with his sign? Why is it important to honour the ideal that Black
Lives Matter? Why is a response of All Lives Matter challenged by BLM advocates?

Consider pausing the video and giving students the
opportunity to talk to an elbow partner for a few
minutes or use these questions as part of a class
discussion.
Pause the video after David Common’s report,
@ 04:37:
● Why do protesters insist that Canada has
a serious institutional racism problem?
Why do they feel protesting will help bring more attention to this social problem? What is
their goal?
● Why do people worry that Toronto’s police chief Mark Saunders’ and Prime Minister
Trudeau’s decision to take a knee at Black Lives Matter protests seems empty in light of
the racism many Canadians continue to experience? What are the protesters expecting of
their leaders? Beyond taking a knee, what can these leaders do?

Play the video until the end.
● What did the graphic that News in Review host Michael Serapio reviewed (@ 04:55 –
05:18) teach you about systemic racism in Canada?
● Author Robyn Maynard says, “Black people are rightfully afraid of the police. [They] don’t
have access to public spaces the same way white Canadians do” (@06:25 – 06:39). She goes
on to say that Canada, a nation that prides itself on being anti-racist, should not tolerate this
reality. What do you think? Are you afraid of the police? Do you feel safe in public spaces? Do
you have access to most public spaces? Are you aware of groups that don’t have access?

● Which ideas of Peyton Tai, Nancy Okoro and Josiah Messum (@07:38 – 11:02) resonated
with you the most? What did the experiences of these kids say about the scourge of
racism?
● How do you think art — visual, performance, written — can be used to help in the fight
against racism?

BLACK LIVES MATTER
CANADA: A CALL FOR
RACIAL EQUALITY
The Black Lives Matter
movement was born in 2012
in the wake of the acquittal of
the man who shot and killed
an unarmed Black youth
named Trayvon Martin in
Florida. Since then the
movement has grown to
become the main advocate in
the fight against anti-Black
racism and the principal voice
in exposing police brutality.

The BLM movement is
decentralized, with no
formal administration, and
is instead made up of
chapters across the United
States, Canada and other
nations around the world.
The movement is really an
alliance of like-minded
people who are looking to
expose systemic racism, the
implicit (and sometimes
explicit) bias of our leaders
and the problem of police
brutality.

Learn more about Black
Lives Matter by consulting
the CBC resources on the
next few pages!

Resource #1: A brief history of
Black Lives Matter
www.curio.ca/en/video/a-brief-history-ofthe-black-lives-matter-movement-24992/

This CBC Kids News report gives a
straightforward overview of the
Black Lives Matter movement.

Followup
Research the expropriation of
Africville by the city of Halifax in
the 1960s. What happened?
Who suffered? Who benefited?
Use this link from the CBC Digital
Archives to gain some
perspective on what happened
to Africville:

www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/africvilleexpropriating-black-nova-scotians

Resource #2: How we can
turn the momentum of Black
Lives Matter into real change
www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/black-livesmatter-1.5648150

In this article, Alfred Burgesson,
a member of the Prime
Minister’s Youth Council, makes

a case for systemic change.
Followup
In seven to 10 sentences,
describe Burgesson’s action
plan.

Resource #3: Mascot maker
Eugene Paunil turns to
illustration to rip the mask off
police brutality
www.cbc.ca/arts/mascot-maker-euge
ne-paunil-turns-to-illustration-to-rip-th
e-mask-off-police-brutality-1.5686914

When the COVID-19 pandemic
hit, artist Eugene Paunil turned
to drawing on his tablet to
express himself.
When police killed George Floyd,
he began creating poignant
illustrations dealing with police
brutality and systemic racism.

Followup
Take a good look at the following
Paunil illustrations (use the link in
the previous slide to see them):
- False Facade of Lady Liberty
- American Headstand
- Mascot Gestapo
How does Paunil use art to
deliver an important social
message? Is art an effective
medium to help bring about
social change? Explain your
answer.

Resource #4: The CBC’s
Deadly Force Database
www.cbcnews.ca/deadlyforce

Did you know there is no
government database keeping
track of deaths resulting from
encounters with police? This is
why CBC researchers took it
upon themselves to keep a
public record of Canadians who
die in dealings with police. The
data demonstrates that Black
and Indigenous Canadians are
much more likely to die at the
hands of police than whites. It
also shows that most people

who die after encounters with
police have substance abuse
and/or mental health issues.

Followup
Review the article that
accompanies the data and make
note of the five most important
conclusions presented.

Summarize your learning!
In a 150-200 word reflection,
explain what you learned about
Black Lives Matter and the issues
they are encouraging all of us to
take to heart in an effort to bring
about systemic change.

Evidence of institutional racism in Canada
●

Black Canadians make significantly less than white Canadians regardless of how long their
families have been in Canada (on average, whites make around $13,000 more).

●

Black Canadians are almost twice as likely to be unemployed when compared to white
Canadians (Blacks: 12.5 percent unemployed; whites: 7.3 percent).

●

Black Canadians are twice as likely as whites to represent low income status (Blacks: 24 percent;
whites: 12 percent).

●

Black Canadians are the most likely group to be victims of hate crimes according to 2018
statistics - nearly ten times the rate of hate crimes against whites.

●

Black and Indigenous Canadians are much more likely to be killed in encounters with police than
whites. (Blacks: 3.5 percent of pop. / 8.63 percent of deaths; Indigenous: 4.21 percent of pop. /
16 percent of deaths; whites: 75 percent of pop. / 40 percent of deaths).

●

Black and Indigenous people are overrepresented in Canadian prisons (Blacks: 7.3 percent;
Indigenous: 30 percent).

● Form a group of four.
●

Go to the CBC’s Being Black in Canada
website:
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/beingblackincanada

● Navigate the site together. Make notes on
the information that stands out for you.
● Focus your investigation:
○ Each group member should investigate
the experience of Black Canadians in the
following areas:
■ Promoting Black culture
■ Experiences of systemic racism
■ Artistic expression
■ Black athletes as role models

TASK
Prepare a presentation in a program like
Google Slides, Powerpoint, Canva or
Prezi. Presentation features:
● One slide (minimum) per area of
investigation.
● One picture (minimum) per slide.
● Five points (minimum) per area of
investigation.
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