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GUNS: The Urban-Rural Divide
Video duration – 14:11

The increase in shootings in many Canadian cities has more and more people
calling for a ban on handguns and tougher firearm restrictions. But for many
rural Canadians, legal gun use is a part of daily life, far removed from city
shootings that make the news. This has sparked a heated debate between rural
and urban residents over how to treat guns in this country. This report from CBC's
Terence McKenna presents multiple perspectives, including law-abiding gun
owners, a Conservative politician speaking out on behalf of rural gun owners,
and a trauma surgeon who is part of a coalition of doctors in favour of a
handgun ban.

Related Content on curio.ca
•
•
•
•
•
•

News in Review, December 2018 – Under the Gun: Toronto's War Against Firearm Violence
News in Review, April 2013 – U.S. Gun Debate
News in Review, November 2008 – A Community Fights Gangs and Guns
News in Review, February 2003 – The Gun Law: Pro & Con
Treating gun violence as a public health issue could save lives (The National)
Walk Good (CBC Short Docs)
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VIDEO REVIEW
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BEFORE VIEWING
Did you know that when people have a gun in their home, the homicide rate is three
times higher than average and the suicide rate is almost five times higher? This
statistic comes from a reputable source: the New England Journal of Medicine.
What do you think? Does the presence of a gun in your home increase the chances
of murder and death at one’s own hand? Does this logic make sense to you? Explain your answer in
four or five sentences.
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WHILE VIEWING
1. People living in urban and rural settings agree on the banning of handguns. ❑ TRUE or ❑
FALSE
2. How many gunshot victims did the Toronto Police Service report in 2018?
❑ a) 63

❑ b) 631

❑ c) 6310

❑ d) 63,131

3. What issue drew Conservative MP Larry Miller into politics?
❑ a) the repeal of liberal gun control laws.
❑ b) the bolstering of gun control laws.
❑ c) c.improved health care for gunshot victims
❑ d) improved health care for all victims of violent crime
4. According to Statistics Canada, the homicide rate is higher in rural areas than in cities.
❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide

curio.ca/newsinreview

/6

5. According to Dr. Najma Ahmed, how many women were killed by men in Canada in 2018?
❑ a) 4

❑ b) 48

❑ c) 148

❑ d) 144

6. Former Toronto Police Chief and current federal Minister of Border Security Bill Blair believes
that gun ownership is a right. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
7. The Canadian Coalition for Firearm Rights (CCFR) believes that doctors should stay out of the
gun control debate and, in a public service announcement, told them to:

❑ a) Shut up and stay in your lane.
❑ b) Just help people who get hurt by firearms and avoid political interference.
❑ c) Leave firearms to the experts.

8. Dr. Najma Ahmed formed a coalition of physicians called Canadian Doctors for Protection from
Guns (CDPG) based on her concerns over gun violence in Canada. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
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TALK
PROMPTS
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TALK PROMPT #1
Consider pausing the video and giving students the
opportunity to talk to an elbow partner for a few
minutes or use these questions as part of a class
discussion.
Pause the video after Conservative MP Larry
Miller says, “…the observation of most people
who live in rural Canada is that people who
live in the city don’t give a damn about our
way of life as long as their way of life is being looked after. And that bugs the heck out of us”
@ 03:55 –

1. How does the perspective of Dr. Najma Ahmed differ from the perspective of Conservative
MP Larry Miller? Whose position do you support?
2. What is the urban-rural divide when it comes to gun ownership?
Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide
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TALK PROMPT #2
Pause the video after Larry Miller says, “Well,
when you start attacking the innocent Canadian
and there’s no positive outcome of it, meaning
public safety, there’s bigger fish to fry. Go and
deal with how these guns are coming in. And,
you know, they’re just not willing to do that
because it’s not easy. It’s hard.” @ 08:00 –
1. What do you think of Larry Miller’s perspective in the quote above?

Larry Miller

2. Do you support Larry Miller’s position that people don’t need cars, they just want to have
them? Do you think gun advocates should have the same right to own guns as car owners
have a right to own cars?

Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide
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TALK PROMPT #3
Play the video until the end @ 08:01 to 14:11 –
1. In your opinion, is gun ownership a right or
a privilege?
2. Did Bill Blair, federal minister of border
security and organized crime reduction, do
an adequate job defending the government’s
position in the town hall meeting in Durham,
Ontario?

Dr. Najma Ahmed, CDPG

3. What do you think of the CCFR’s position when it comes to dealing with challenges
emanating from the CDPG?
4. Who do you think will win this battle? The urban gun control advocates or the rural gun
enthusiasts?
Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide
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AFTER VIEWING
Two of the perspectives on the gun debate consulted in the video were the
Canadian Coalition for Firearm Rights (CCFR) and Canadian Doctors for Protection
from Guns (CDPG). Visit their websites and answer the question that follows.
●

Canadian Coalition for Firearm Rights https://firearmrights.ca/en/home/
Follow the About – Mission and Vision link to see what the CCFR is all about.

●

Canadian Doctors for Protection from Guns www.doctorsforprotectionfromguns.ca/
Follow the Position link to see what the CDPG is all about.

Follow-up question
Do you support the CCFR or the CDPG position? Explain your answer using supporting information
from the websites you reviewed.

Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide
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...the observation of most people who live in rural Canada
is that the people in the city don't give a damn about our
way of life as long as their way of life is being looked after.
And that bugs the heck out of us.
– Larry Miller, MP for Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound

When we look carefully at this problem, we see that there's
been an increase in the number of gunshot victims in urban
centres like Toronto, but also in rural settings. And a lot of
people don't really appreciate that the per capita death
rate from firearms is higher in rural settings than it is in urban
settings.

– Dr. Najma Ahmed, Trauma Surgeon, St. Michael's Hospital

THE STORY
MINDS ON
Canadian gun ownership
amounts to about 10 million
firearms or 35 guns per 100
people. In the U.S., gun
ownership is a staggering 393
million or a little more than a
gun for every man, woman and
child in the country.
Nonetheless, many people feel
that Canada has a gun problem.
Is it fair to compare Canadian
gun ownership with American
gun ownership? Would it make
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more sense to compare Canada
to a country like England,
France or Australia?

Are 10 million firearms still too
many? Keep in mind this
number does not take into
curio.ca/newsinreview
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account the illegal firearms in
circulation in Canada.

solving of any kind is thrown
out the window.

They do agree on one thing

Urban vs. rural

The only thing that people on
both sides of the gun debate
agree on is their collective
abhorrence for weaponrelated violence in the form of
murder and suicide. They also
agree that the government
should do something to
reduce the body count.
Beyond that, the lines get
muddied in a hurry and
consensus building or problem

So why are the two sides so far
apart? The easiest explanation
can be found in what has come
to be known as the urban-rural
divide. Generally speaking,
urbanites — the people living
in cities — hold the position
that there is no need for
anyone to own a gun.
Meanwhile, rural Canadians —
people living outside of
Canada’s cities — believe that
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gun ownership is a reflection
of their way of life and that
gun prohibitions are an assault
on law-abiding people.
The urban perspective
The reason most people living
in cities want to eliminate guns
is because their local news
coverage seems to be flooded
with weapon-related violence.
In a number of recent polls,
over 60 percent of Canadians
support some kind of gun
control legislation
curio.ca/newsinreview
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Over the course of a long
weekend in August 2019,
Toronto police dealt with 14
different shooting across the
city. Many of these incidents
were gang and grudge crimes
where people with guns
carried out acts of revenge
and retribution on their
targets, showing no regard for
the well-being of innocent
bystanders. The blood on the
streets was enough to make
most city dwellers return to
the refrain (one that has
echoed over the generations),
Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide

“Enough is enough! Do away
with guns!”
The rural perspective
Meanwhile people living in the
country say they want and, in
many cases, need guns.
Hunting is part of the culture
in many rural communities.
Farmers say they need guns to
keep predators like coyotes
and wolves from attacking
their livestock. People living in
small towns and isolated
communities need guns to
ward off nuisance animals —

like bears looking for easy
food — who wander onto
their property. Rural
Canadians have returned to
their refrain (one that has also
echoed over generations),
“Enough is enough! We don’t
have a gang problem and we
don’t have a gun problem!
Stop trying to impose your city
problems and solutions on us!”
No cut-and-dry solution

Meanwhile in rural Canada,
gun advocates say there are no
cut-and-dry solutions to the
curio.ca/newsinreview
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gun problem. Hunters and
farmers are law-abiding
citizens who follow the rules
when it comes to buying and
securing their firearms. They
believe the government
should be going after people
participating in the illegal gun
game — the ones who steal
legally purchased guns or ferry
guns into Canada from the
U.S. Their rationale: most guns
used in violent crimes were
acquired illegally. While
increasing regulations
appeases those who hate
Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide

guns, it does nothing to cut
down on crime. Criminals are
not interested in regulations
— they are interested in
committing crimes.
Limbo
In the spring of 2019, the
Trudeau government made
overtures about introducing
new gun control legislation
but pulled back and said they
would roll out their ideas
when they unveiled their
party’s platform prior to the
October election. And so the

debate remains in limbo with
one side arguing for a gun ban
and the other side arguing for
the status quo — this despite
the fact that over 60 percent
of Canadians support some
kind of gun control. That
number jumps to over 70
percent when people are
asked about support for
banning handguns and
automatic weapons.
About 75 percent of firearmrelated deaths in Canada are
suicides.
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Middle ground
Maybe it’s time to find some
kind of middle ground. Peter
Sloly is a former Toronto
deputy chief of police and
current partner with the
security firm Deloitte. He
describes the current situation
this way: “Bans on certain
types of weapons and certain
types of firearms and
ammunition should be
explored, but simply looking at
it as a one-type solution —
and having an argument based

Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide

on that — is going to take us
nowhere.” In other words,
start by restricting the
firearms and ammunition that
are clearly designed to hurt
people and, if necessary, keep
going from there. At the same
time, focus on stopping the
growth of the illegal gun
market. In time, and with a
more community-minded
approach, perhaps the gun
problem will begin to recede –
no matter how gradually.

TO CONSIDER
1. What is the urban-rural
divide when it comes to
gun ownership?

2. What is the government
doing about the gun
problem in Canada?
3. What do you think of
Peter Sloly’s perspective
on the gun control issue?
Do you support or refute
his position?
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FOLLOW-UP
In August 2019, Toronto Star
columnist Heather Mallick
wrote an article titled,
“Banning guns: it has to be
done.” In it she recounts the
wave of criticism she has
received from gun advocates,
much of which is incendiary
and threatening. In one of her
more poignant points she says,
“I have often written about the
need for gun control in
Canada, as a regular reminder
that men use guns to threaten,
Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide

wound, stalk, and kill women.
Misogyny is ingrained but guns
make it easier to act on it.”
According to Mallick, gun
problems are a man problem
because it is almost always a
man who uses a gun to do
atrocious things.
Does Mallick have a point? Are
most gun crimes committed
by men? Why would Mallick
and many others state that
men are the problem when it
comes to gun violence?
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ACTIVITY: Vetting refugees and gun owners
At one point in this news report by Terrence
McKenna an unidentified gun owner says, “I
stand here as a gun owner of about 10 years,
alongside what appears to be about several
hundred of the fellow members of my
community, all of whom are more thoroughly
vetted than Trudeau’s token Syrian refugees or
the people pouring across our supposedly
secure border.” The crowd gathered at the
public meeting where he delivered the message
erupted in applause. At a glance, his views
seem divisive and ill-informed. Nonetheless,
let’s put his perspective to the test.
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TASK
1. What does someone
need to do if they
want to purchase and
keep a gun legally in
Canada? To help you answer this question,
check out:
Firearms in Canada: How do you get a gun?
(Global News)
https://globalnews.ca/news/1378685/firearms-incanada-how-is-someone-able-to-get-a-gun/

Firearms licensing Canada (RCMP) www.rcmpgrc.gc.ca/cfp-pcaf/information/fl-pafeng.htm
curio.ca/newsinreview
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Feel free to consult other sources to see the
kind of vetting a person looking to purchase
a firearm needs to go through.
2. What does someone need to do if they hope
to seek asylum in Canada or get refugee
status? To help you answer this question,
check out:
Refugees and asylum (Government of Canada)
www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugeescitizenship/services/refugees.html

Seeking refugee status: The process explained
step by step (Montreal Gazette)
https://montrealgazette.com/news/localnews/seeking-refugee-status-the-processexplained-step-by-step

Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide

How asylum seekers and resettled refugees
come to Canada? (CBC)
www.cbc.ca/1.5210093

Feel free to consult other sources to see the
kind of vetting a person seeking asylum or
refugee status has to go through.
3. a) Based on the information you gathered,
which is more difficult?
Getting a firearms licence in Canada
- OR -

Being granted asylum and/or refugee
status in Canada
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b) Revisit the quote at the start of the
activity. Is the man’s perspective valid? Is
it fair to compare gun ownership barriers
to people seeking refugee status?
c) If you had a chance to speak with this
man, what would you say to him?
Answer this question in seven (7) to ten
(10) sentences.

Guns: The Urban-Rural Divide
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