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AMERICA DIVIDED: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant
Video duration – 13:25

There’s no question that U.S. President Donald Trump has committed to securing
the border with Mexico to keep out illegal aliens. His tough stance on
immigration appeals to his supporters. As does his racial rhetoric about those he
considers outsiders. His tweets attacking four minority Democratic
congresswomen are keeping both Democrats and Republicans in damage
control mode. But what does he gain from stirring the racial pot? With an
election year coming up in 2020, everything.
Related Content on curio.ca
•
•
•
•

The Fire Breather: The Rise and Rage of Donald Trump (The Fifth Estate)
News in Review, March 2018 – Divide and Conquer: The Trump Effect
News in Review, March 2017 – U.S. Travel Ban: Erecting a Muslim Wall
News in Review, December 2016 – U.S. Election 2016: Trump Nation
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VIDEO REVIEW
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BEFORE VIEWING
1. What are your views regarding the public persona of President Trump? Do you see him as having a
positive or negative influence (or both) on the United States?

2. Why do you think fear of people coming from outside the country is on the rise in the United
States?

WHILE VIEWING
1. Donald Trump has described the arrival of migrants across the Mexican border as an invasion.
❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
2. Apprehensions of migrant families and unaccompanied children at the U.S. border have
decreased since 2000. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
3. How many border patrol agents were there in 2017?
❑ a) 605

❑ b) 16 605

❑ c) 16 000
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4. The number of people who are showing up legally to claim asylum in the United States is rising.
❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
5. In many cases, migrant parents are separated from their children and placed in separate detention
centres. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
6. President Trump tweeted that four female Democratic representatives should go back to the
countries they came from. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

7. President Trump has been accused of being a racist in the past because he:
❑ a) Defended neo-Nazis at a deadly rally in Charlottesville, Virginia..
❑ b) Introduced a travel-ban that targeted Muslim nations.
❑ c) Reportedly used the term “sh*%hole countries” to describe Haiti and some African nations.
❑ d) All of the above.
8. At a Trump rally, the chant “send her back” was aimed at which woman?
❑ a) Hillary Clinton

❑ b) Ilhan Omar
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❑ c) Rashida Tlaib
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TALK
PROMPTS
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TALK PROMPT #1
Consider pausing the video and giving students the
opportunity to talk to an elbow partner for a few
minutes or use these questions as part of a class
discussion.
Pause the video after the segment with Katie
Simpson on the “send her back” chant at a
Trump rally, @ 10:30 –
1. What do you think of when you hear the
expression “go back to where you came from”?
2. What does it mean to you when the President of the United States makes statements that
are considered racist?
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TALK PROMPT #2
Pause the video after you hear the opinions of
Democratic Senator Cory Booker and White House
Advisor Stephen Miller, @ 10:55 –
1. Why do you think Cory Booker and Stephen
Miller have such different opinions when it
comes to identifying the president as racist?

2. Who do you agree with and why?
3. What evidence do you have to back up your
opinion?
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AFTER VIEWING
1. Do you think President Trump will win the election in 2020? Why or why not?
2. If you had the opportunity to sit down and have a discussion with the people at the Trump rally
who shouted “send her back,” what questions would you ask them?
3. If you were a social media communications officer for President Trump, what two pieces of
advice would you give him regarding his tweets?
4 Individual racism and institutional racism are two different types of racism. Consult an online
source to define these terms. Give two examples of each type of racism.
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The fact that you're still asking that question
[is Trump a racist?] is really what's wrong
here, because we have said this president
is racist. We have condemned these racist
remarks. I believe he is a fascist.
– Ilhan Omar, U.S. Democratic Representative

THE STORY
The Squad
American politics has become
even more divisive since the
election of four progressive
Democratic women of colour
who have come to be known as
“The Squad.” All four women —
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
Rashida Tlaib, Ayanna Pressley,
and Ilhan Omar — were elected
to the House of Representatives
in the November 2018 mid-term
elections. They have
distinguished themselves by
embracing more socialist or

“left-wing” policies
than other
Democrats in
Congress. Some
of their Democratic
colleagues worry
that their ideas are
too “radical” to
attract voters in the
2020 election.
Criticism from the right
These women are facing a lot of
condemnation from the rightwing media, Republicans
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and President Trump for their
direct and continual criticism of
the president. It seems
everything they say — the way
they talk, the way they dress,
even the way they dance —
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has become a target of the
right-wing’s scorn.
Nonetheless, The Squad is
gaining support from some
“progressive” Democrats who
want to see more rapid and
substantial action aimed at
alleviating poverty and dealing
proactively with immigration
and race issues in America.
“Horrifying”
Recently, Alexandria OcasioCortez, a Democratic leader
and presidential hopeful, went
to visit a migrant detention

centre in Texas and called the
conditions “horrifying.” She
said she spoke to women in
the facility who told her that
officers
working at the detention
centre said, if they were
thirsty, they should drink out
of the toilets. On a personal
note, Ocasio-Cortez reported
sexualized threats against her
on a Facebook page allegedly
made by Custom and Border
Protection officers just before
her scheduled visit to the
facility.
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The ire of the president
Her criticism of migrant
detention centres, along with
the outspoken comments of
other members of The Squad,
have raised the ire of the
president. In a tweet aimed at
the four women, Trump said,
“Why don’t they go back and
help fix the totally broken and
crime infested places from
which they came. Then come
back and show us how it is
done.” Congresswoman Ilhan
Omar came to America as a
refugee from Somalia while the
curio.ca/newsinreview
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other three women were born
in the U.S. Despite his factual
error in assuming the women
were born outside of the U.S.,
Trump refused to retract his
words or apologize. Many
believe his remarks were clearly
meant to undermine and
promote hate against these
elected women of colour.
Backlash
Trump’s attacks on The Squad
have generated some backlash
against the president. In July
2019 House Democrats passed

America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant

curio.ca/newsinreview

/ 14

a resolution to condemn the
president’s use of racist
language. The resolution vote
passed with 240 Democrats in
favour and 187 Republicans
opposed (four Republicans
voted in favour of the
resolution). International
leaders such as Canada’s Justin
Trudeau and Germany’s
Angela Markel also spoke out
against the president’s attacks
on The Squad. Trump says that
his tweets were not racist and
that his supporters agree with
him.

The chant
Meanwhile, at a rally in North
Carolina, Trump attacked each
of the congresswomen, calling
them “hate-filled extremists”
and suggesting that they get
out of the country when he
said, “They
never have
anything good
to say. That’s
why I say, ‘Hey
if you don’t like
it, let ‘em leave,
let ‘em leave.”
In response,
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the crowd began to chant,
“Send her back! Send her
back!” with Ilhan Omar the
specific target, but The Squad
in general at the forefront of
the crowd’s indignation.
Trump stated that he did not
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encourage the crowd to
continue the chant and that he
began to speak quickly to
silence them. Video footage
from the event seems to
refute this perspective.

Exploiting division

a lot.” Many political
commentators see his harsh
attacks against The Squad as
Trump demonstrating his
willingness to exploit racial
divisions heading into the
2020 presidential campaign.

Trump says he has no regrets
about his ongoing spat with
the four congresswomen and
that he is merely disputing
their political views. Trump
told reporters he thinks he’s
“winning the political
argument” and “winning it by
America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
questioned Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell
recently over a viral image of
several young men wearing
“Team Mitch” shirts and
appearing to choke and kiss a
cutout of Ocasio-Cortez.
McConnell did condemn the
act, assuring critics that the
high school students were not
part of his campaign.
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FOLLOW-UP
1. Research one of the
congresswomen who are
part of The Squad. What is
her background, political
beliefs, leadership qualities
and criticisms of the Trump
presidency? Do you think
this woman would make a
good Democratic
presidential candidate?
Why or why not?

2. Go online and review some
of President Trump’s
tweets. Do you think his
tweets are racist? Why or
why not? Why do you think
people are divided when it
comes to his tweets?

America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant
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ACTIVITY #1: Conducting an Inquiry
After reading the four summaries, choose one
of them as the subject of an in-depth inquiry.
As an alternative you may choose another topic
that follows the same general themes of these
topics.
THE TOPICS

detention centres. Recent reports have shown
that these centres are overcrowded with the
people being held their subject to inhumane
living conditions. The separation of children
from their parents while awaiting status has
become the most controversial aspect of recent
American immigration policies.

1. Conditions at Migrant Detention Centres

Migrants seeking asylum have been streaming
to the U.S.-Mexican border. Asylum marks the
start of a long legal process and people have no
choice but to wait for authorities to determine
their status while they are held in migrant

America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant

2. Migrants fleeing Central America

Migrants from the Central American countries
of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador are
seeking asylum by crossing into the U.S. via
Mexico. While poverty remains the principal
cause of Central American families traveling to
curio.ca/newsinreview
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the border, desperation to escape gang
violence motivates many others. These
countries are some of the most dangerous in
the world.
3. Sanctuary Cities

Sanctuary cities are safe spaces in North
America and Western Europe where
municipalities thwart national government
efforts to target certain migrant groups.
Leaders of sanctuary cities say they want to
reduce fear of deportation for people who are
in the country illegally. They believe this will
make these people more willing to report
crimes, use health and social services and enroll
their children in school.
America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant

4. The Trump Wall

The “Trump Wall” is the term used to describe a
proposed expansion of the U.S.-Mexico barrier
system that is aimed at preventing illegal
crossings from Mexico into the United States.
Trump gained a lot of support before his
election by promising the construction of a
much larger border wall and that he would
make Mexico pay for it.
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INQUIRY QUESTIONS
1. Explain why you chose the topic you picked.
2. Identify any beliefs you have that have
compelled you to pick this topic.

3. List five (5) of your initial questions on this
topic.

6. Present your findings in small groups or to the
class (your teacher will direct you regarding
how they want the information presented) by
summarizing the three (3) most important
things that you learned in this inquiry.

4. After some preliminary research, create an
open-ended inquiry question on a problem
based on your chosen topic that you will
attempt to answer through your research.
5. Detail how you will examine the topic through
a minimum of two (2) perspectives
(economic, racial, human rights, national
security) using credible sources.
America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant
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ACTIVITY #2: Reflection on Personal Racial Identity
Race is part of your identity. For many people
their racial identity is a matter of pride and
belonging. Others don’t spend too much time
thinking about their racial identity, believing that
it has no significant meaning to them. Some
people may experience discomfort when thinking
about their racial identity.

Our racial identity is impacted by societal views
and the beliefs of our family, friends and
communities. Some people believe that it is
impolite or awkward to have discussions about
race. The more we can talk with each other about
our racial identities, the more we will understand
how complicated this issue is for all of us.
America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant

Part 1: Reflect on the following questions.
Teachers should also participate in this activity.

● Would you identify yourself as white or
European? Would others identify you as
white or European?
● Would you identify yourself as black or
African-Canadian? Would others identify you
as black or African-Canadian?
● Would you identify yourself as Indigenous?
Would others identify you as Indigenous?

● Would you identify yourself as Asian? Would
others identify you as Asian?
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● Would you identify yourself as Hispanic or
Latino/a? Would others identify you as
Hispanic or Latino/a?
● Would you identify yourself as Middle
Eastern? Would others identify you as Middle
Eastern?
● Would you identify yourself as multiracial or
multiethnic? Would others identify you as
multiracial or multiethnic?
● Would you identify yourself by national origin,
i.e. Italian, Jamaican, Ethiopian, Vietnamese,
Saudi Arabian, etc.? Would others identify you
by national origin?

● Would you identify yourself by tribal
affiliation, i.e. Cree or Mohawk?
America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant

Would others identify you by tribal affiliation?

● Would you identify yourself as a person of
colour? Would others identify you as a person
of colour?
● Would you identify yourself solely as
Canadian? Would others identify you solely as
Canadian?
● Would you identify your race or ethnicity
some other way entirely? Would others agree
or disagree with this perspective?
● How do you feel about answering these
questions? Explain your answer.
* Adapted from a racial identity activity from the Teaching
Tolerance website. Retrieved from www.tolerance.org/
professional-development/reflection-activity-identity
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Part 2: Answer the following questions about
your racial identity. Be prepared to share your
answers with 2-3 other students.
● When and how did you become aware of
your racial identity?
● Describe a moment when your racial
identity was important OR took on a
particular meaning for you.

● Describe a moment when your racial
identity was important OR took on a
particular meaning for others.

● How do you suffer or “miss out” because of
your racial identity?
● Are some of these questions easier or more
difficult to answer than others? Why might
this be?
● What could be the positive outcomes of
talking with others about your racial
identity? What could be possible negative
outcomes of this kind of discussion?
● How might your racial identity affect your
ability to see racism?

● How do you benefit from your racial
identity?

America Divided: Migrants, the Squad and the Chant
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What is racism?
According to Ozlem Sensoy and Robin DiAngelo, racism is a form of
oppression where one racial group dominates over others. They point
out that, in Canada, whites are the dominant group and that people of
colour are the minoritized group. They say that white dominance gives
unwitting license to the dominant group to express prejudice and
discrimination and that the system is stacked in favour of whites. What
do you think of this perspective?
For more on Sensoy and DiAngelo’s ideas, read “Is Everyone Really
Equal? An Introduction to Key Concepts in Social Justice Education.”
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