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SCHOOL VIOLENCE: How Safe Are Our Children?
Two-part video / Duration: STORY A 18:07, STORY B 14:47

How safe are Canadian schools? How do schools track and report student violence?
And just how prevalent is it? A months-long CBC News investigation found that peer-onpeer violence in schools is all too common, and starts as early as elementary school. An
absence of reliable statistics and under-reporting prompted CBC News to ask young
people directly about their experiences. The groundbreaking national survey
questioned 4,000 youth, aged 14 to 21. It probed issues of physical and sexual violence,
homophobia and racism. For this edition, News In Review has compiled a two-part
documentary incorporating the results of the CBC News investigation on school
violence.

In STORY A, you will hear stories from students themselves and hear from some parents
who are taking school boards to court. STORY B examines the case of Devan Selvey, a
14-year-old boy stabbed to death outside his school in Hamilton, Ontario in October
2019.

Related Content on curio.ca
•
•
•
•
•
•

News in Review, December 2012 – Learning from the Death of Amanda Todd
News in Review, December 2010 – A New Campaign to Fight Bullying
News in Review, September 2001 – Bullies in Schools: Why Kids Bully
News in Review, May 2000 – Reena Virk: A Senseless Death
Bullied, Battered and Bruised (The National)
Silent Majority (feature film)
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ABOUT THIS VIDEO
This News In Review resource covers the two-part story, School Violence: How Safe are our Children?
videos. In this guide, we distinguish the two parts as STORY A and STORY B. Please allow enough time
to view both videos so that you are able to capture the complete analysis of the issue of school
violence and bullying.

NOTE TO TEACHERS:
The classroom must promote a safe place for students to discuss sensitive issues such as physical
and emotional violence, post-traumatic stress disorder and personal trauma. Prepare students for
the topics that will be discussed. Allow for individual reflective time in addition to small group
activities where students can safely process their thoughts and emotions.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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VIDEO REVIEW
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BEFORE VIEWING
1. Your teacher will provide your table group with markers, red and blue post-it notes and a piece
of chart paper featuring an outline of a person. With your group members, brainstorm a list of
words, ideas, and emotions that describe what a bully projects onto the world around them and
the impact they may have on others (like “hatred” or “sadness”). Record these on the red postit notes and place them outside of the person’s outline on your chart paper. Then, make a list of
words, ideas, and emotions that describe what could be going on in a bully’s inner world (like
“sadness” or “self-hatred”). Record these on the blue post-it notes and place them inside the
person’s outline on your chart paper. Share your outline with your classmates.

2. As a class or in small groups, consider the following:
a) Do you think anyone is born a bully? Are people who bully innately bad people?
b) If bullies aren’t born that way, how and why do people become bullies?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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3. a) Watch the video, “How to Make a Bully (from Scratch)”
found here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzftHNh7xP8

b) As a class or in small groups, document what happens
to the bully and the chronic victim during each
developmental phase as outlined in the “How to Make
a Bully (from Scratch)” video.
● 0-3 years
● 3-5 years
● 5-8 years
● 8-12 years
● Teenage years
c) Consider the idea that, in implementing a zero-tolerance policy for bullying, “we are
systematically applying the exact treatment that made the bully in the first place, and then
expecting it to help.” What solutions to the bullying problem does this video offer?
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY A

WHILE VIEWING

1. According to a CBC survey, which of the following statements is FALSE?
❑ a) One-third of youth between the ages of 14 and 21 have been bullied by a peer.
❑ b) One-fifth of students surveyed say they have been threatened by a peer with a weapon.
❑ c) One-quarter of students surveyed say they first experienced sexual harassment or
assault from a peer before reaching grade seven.
❑ d) None of the above.

2. The same survey shows that students who have told teachers or administrators about bullying
experiences often feel let down by their response. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
3. Why does Jayden Trudell suggest most students don’t report acts of bullying?
❑ a) Victims are afraid of being blamed.
❑ b) Victims feel guilty about the incidents.
❑ c) Victims are afraid of the police.
❑ d) Victims worry about being labelled a “snitch.”
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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4. What seemed to have motivated the attack on E.H.?
❑ a) His race
❑ c) His religion
❑ b) His gender
❑ d) His academic ability
5. What was Cecil Roach’s response to the allegation that the York Region District School Board’s
zero tolerance policy for racism wasn’t doing enough to prevent and punish bullying?
❑ a) Racially motivated bullying is difficult to prove.
❑ b) All students deserve a second chance.
❑ c) Racist incidents in schools are inevitable because racism is an issue in Canadian society.
❑ d) None of the above.
6. When Vania Karam took her son Winston’s school board to court over inaction with regard to
bullying, how much did she spend on legal counsel and how much was Winston awarded in
damages?
❑ a) She spent $54 000 and he was awarded $3 800.
❑ b) She spent $3 800 and he was awarded $54 000.
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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❑ c) She was represented for free by the Canadian Civil Liberties Union.
❑ d) She spent nearly $1million and he was awarded nothing, despite the school board being
found responsible.

7. In Cornerbrook, N.L., an eight year-old girl was sexually assaulted on a school bus by a teenager
over many months and the school didn’t disclose this information to families as the boy was
being investigated. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
8. According to a CBC survey, which of the following statements is FALSE?
❑ a) One in four girls were completely satisfied by how their school responded after reporting
an incident of sexually inappropriate behavior.
❑ b) More than one in four girls experienced unwanted sexual contact by another student,
including touching or grabbing, at school.
❑ c) One in seven girls had a sex act forced upon them by another student at school.
❑ d) None of the above

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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9. What happened after Kingston Barnhart’s mother, Amelia, reported that her son was being
bullied at Oliver M. Smith Elementary School?
❑ a) The administration acted and punished the bully.
❑ b) Kingston was hurt again the next day.
❑ c) The school board implemented the Provincial Standards for Anti-Bullying at the school.
❑ d) The principal blamed the family.
10. At his Etobicoke Catholic school, Jonathan Samuels was bullied for the following reason:
❑ a) His gender
❑ c) His sexual orientation
❑ b) His race
❑ d) His physical ability
*See page 40 for the Answer Key.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY A

TALK PROMPT #1

Consider pausing the video and giving students the
opportunity to talk to an elbow partner for a few
minutes or use these questions as part of a class
discussion.
Pause the video after after David Common
says, “Our survey also shows students who tell
teachers and administrators often feel let down
by their school’s response.” – @ 02:03
1. Are you surprised by the statistics so far in this video or by students’ perceptions of the
support they receive from teachers and administrators following instances of bullying?
Explain your answer.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY A

TALK PROMPT #2

Pause the video for discussion after Cecil Roach,
Coordinating Superintendent of Indigenous
Education and Equity for the York Region District
School Board, says, “Yes, we do have zero
tolerance for issues of racism, discrimination in
whatever form it takes. However, incidents will
happen because, look, incidents happen in
society. Our schools are not immune to that.”
– @ 05:38

1. Is this an acceptable response to instances of racially motivated bullying in schools?
Explain your answer.
2. What do you think an effective “zero tolerance” policy on racism would look like?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY A

TALK PROMPT #3

Pause the video for discussion after Vania Karam
says, “I spent $54 000 on this. But look at him.
Look at Winston. He’s the bomb. He’s so strong
and amazing and he came out the other side. He
put his parts back together again. And this was…
I think the trial were, like, part of those pieces.”
– @ 07:17

1. Is the $3 800 Karam received a fair reward
after Winston’s school board was found guilty of neglect? Why or why not?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY A

TALK PROMPTS #4 & 5

Pause the video for discussion after David
Common says, “The girl on board the bus
moved to another school, something alleged
victims repeatedly told us they’ve done to stay
safe.” – @ 10:33

● Why do you think the school board did not
disclose the sexual assault to other students
and families?
Pause the video for discussion after Kelda Yuen says, “As for Samuels... after he left high
school, he confronted the kids who taunted him, and they apologized.” (17:02)

● Is this a realistic outcome for most victims? What usually happens with bullies and victims
in the aftermath of bullying experiences?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY B

WHILE VIEWING

1. According to a CBC survey, which of the following statements is TRUE?
❑ a) One-third of youth between the ages of 14 and 21 have been bullied by a peer.
❑ b) One-fifth of students surveyed say they have been threatened by a peer with a weapon.
❑ c) One-quarter of students surveyed say they first experienced sexual harassment or assault
from a peer before grade seven.
❑ d) All of the above

2. The same survey shows that students who have told teachers or administrators about bullying
experiences often feel satisfied by their response. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
3. What happened to Devan Selvey?

❑ a) He was suspended and later expelled for bullying his classmates.
❑ b) He was stabbed to death outside of his school.
❑ c) He was swarmed by a group of teens at school.
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

❑ d) He had his bike stolen by bullies.
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4. Because Devan informed his school’s administration several times that he was being bullied,
Manny Figueiredo, Director of Education for the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board,
believes the school board failed him. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

5. What happened to Taza DeLuna?
❑ a) He was assaulted by a group of boys at his Collingwood high school.
❑ b) He had his scalp split open on a doorframe.
❑ c) He had to continue attending classes with one of his perpetrators.
❑ d) All of the above.

6. In 2011, a law was enacted in Ontario mandating that schools must report violent incidents to
the Ministry of Education. Since the law passed, 18 schools boards have reported zero incidents.
❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
7. As of 2012, school boards in nine provinces and territories must report violent incidents to their
Ministry of Education. ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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8. How did Shari-Ann Selvey find out about the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board
meeting to announce a panel and study on school violence?
❑ a) From a family friend.
❑ b) From the school board after they personally invited her to the meeting.
❑ c) From the mother of Devan’s perpetrator.

❑ d) From Devan’s teacher.
*See page 45 for the Answer Key.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY B

TALK PROMPT #1

Consider pausing the video and giving students the opportunity
to talk to an elbow partner for a few minutes or use these
questions as part of a class discussion.

Pause the video for discussion after Shari-Ann Selvey says
of her son Devan, “He had a beautiful soul.” – @ 04:48
1. How safe do you feel at school?

2. How often does school violence occur around you?
3. Can you imagine what happened to Devan happening
at your school?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY B

TALK PROMPT #2

Pause the video for discussion after Manny
Figueiredo says, “I don’t believe the school had
failed him based on what I know (…) Did the
board fail or was there something else that
we’re going to learn through this police
investigation that we just don’t know right
now?” – @ 05:42

1. Do you agree with the response from the
director of education at the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board?
2. Did the school board fail Devan?

3. What more could it have done?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY B

TALK PROMPT #3

Pause the video for discussion after the quote
from Alexandra Adamo at the Ontario Ministry
of Education is displayed: “It is clearly
unacceptable for boards not to report violent
behaviour, and we expect every school board in
the province to comply.” – @ 08:39
1. Given that provincial law was enacted in
2011 requiring Ontario schools to report
violence, how could it be that 18 school boards have reported zero incidents — including
the assault on Taza DeLuna?
2. What factors might prevent teachers and administrators from disclosing these events in
schools?
3. How does this reinforce the problem of bullying?
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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AFTER VIEWING
Are schools and school boards doing enough to deal with bullies and protect
victims from physical and emotional violence?
●

●
●

In a short reflection of approximately 150 words, explain your position
and consider what you believe to be the responsibilities of families,
schools, and school boards to students in this context.
If you’re comfortable, feel free to include an example from your own
personal experience to support your position.
Share your opinion with a partner or your table group and present the key points of your
conversation to the class.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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More than a third of 14- to 21-year-olds
say they were physically assaulted by
another student. Nearly one in five high
schoolers has been threatened with a
weapon. One in four students say they first
experienced sexual harassment or assault
by another student before going into
grade seven….
– From a survey conducted by Mission Research for CBC News, asking
4,000 young people across Canada about their school years
(elementary to high school or CEGEP)

THE STORY
Innocence lost, lives lost
Taza DeLuna is lucky to be
alive. He says that it was only
his innocence he lost that day.
In September 2017, just two
weeks into his grade 9 year at
Collingwood High School,
three boys, one of whom was
filming on his cellphone,
approached Taza in the
hallway, and unexpectedly
punched and kicked him.
Stunned and in shock, Taza
tried to flee, but the attackers

followed, taunting
the boy, before one
of them picked him
up and drove his
head into a nearby
door frame. When
Taza was able to
make it to the
school office, badly
concussed, his vice-principal
simply told him to go “wash
the blood off” — a wound that
would later take six surgical
staples to close.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

Taza DeLuna (photo: Caitlin Taylor/CBC)

The assault lasted only a few
foggy moments, but as Taza
would later tell his mother,
this was the event that killed
his childhood.
curio.ca/newsinreview
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Devan Selvey of Hamilton
wasn’t nearly as fortunate. In
October 2019, the 14 year-old
was murdered by his
tormentors, bleeding out in his
mother’s arms after being
knifed several times by a group
of older teens behind his
school. The incident marked
the tragic end of several weeks
of savage torment.

Survey points to epidemic
What Taza and Devan endured
are what experts are finally
acknowledging is an epidemic

in Canadian schools. According
to Statistics Canada, nearly
half of Canadian families have
a child who has been
victimized by a school bully. A
recent poll of 4 000 students
conducted by Mission
Research for CBC revealed the
following: one-third of
students report being bullied
by a peer; one-fifth of
students say they were
threatened by a peer with a
weapon; and one-quarter of
students first experienced
sexual harassment or assault in

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

school before grade 7. The
regional data is even worse:
71 per cent of kids in rural
Maritimes schools and 70 per
cent in the Prairies have been
subject to hateful name-calling
by their peers. For Indigenous
youth, the results are higher in
almost every category.
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Suffering in silence
What may be the most
alarming discovery yet is that
nearly half of high school kids
don’t report the violence
they’ve experienced or
witnessed — a major factor in
prolonging the suffering of
victims.
At 15, Jayden Trudell narrowly
escaped death last fall at his
Windsor high school when a
bully brutishly sucker-punched
him before slamming him
head-first into the pavement.

Jayden understands
why students
hesitate to disclose:
“If you go to a
teacher, you’ll get
labelled as a snitch
and that’ll just
make more people
hate you.”

Wanted: Caring adults
The ones who do come
forward about such incidents
often feel let down by the
response from teachers and
school administrators. Nearly

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

Jayden Trudell (photo: Caitlin Taylor/CBC)

three-quarters of respondents
to the Mission Research
survey were at least somewhat
dissatisfied with how school
officials responded to their
testimony of a violent or sexual
curio.ca/newsinreview
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attack. “The school did not set
up or follow through with a
safety plan,” wrote one
respondent in the survey. “I
was told I was bullied because
I was too nice and I needed to
toughen up,” another
reported.

Devan Selvey had informed
the administration at Winston
Churchill High School on many
occasions about how he and
his friends were being
harassed. According to Shawn
Wagar, father of Devan’s friend

Brody, he had personally
spoken to school staff twice.
Meanwhile the mothers of the
victims went to the school “at
least once a week” to see
what the school was doing to
help their children stay safe.
The principal, Marco Barzetti,
told the families he would
speak with the students
involved, but the bullying
didn’t stop.
“I was getting tired, but what
else are we supposed to do?”
said Wagar. “We trusted the
system and the system failed.”

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

Racial dimensions
Jacqueline Howell, the mother
of the student known as E.H.,
reported a similar lack of
support after her son was the
target of ongoing racist
violence at his high school in
Newmarket, Ontario. “I don’t
think [the board] took it
seriously at all (…) Myself and
my son felt helpless. They
didn’t help me at all,”
according to Howell. After
E.H. was denied the right to
transfer schools for several
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months, Howell decided to sue
the York Region District School
Board (YRDSB) for $1 million for
failing to protect her son.

In E.H.’s case, the school board
insists that an appropriate
punishment was administered
to the students who used racial
slurs and repeatedly attacked
him. Cecil Roach, YRDSB’s
Coordinating Superintendent
for Indigenous Education and
Equity, acknowledged the
board’s delayed response.
During the delay, E.H. continued
to be tormented and developed

a stress disorder that
kept him from
attending school,
according to the
family’s lawyer,
Darryl Singer. “That’s
where the systemic
racism is,” Singer said.
“It’s the school not acting
to protect the student who’s
being bullied with racism
and violent threats.”

Ignoring legislation
While the YRDSB has become
a target of criticism for what

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

E.H., a teen in the York Region north of Toronto
who had to leave his high school because of
racist taunts and violent attacks (his image
has been blurred to protect his identity).
(Photo: Jared Thomas/CBC)

some have described as its weak
anti-discrimination policy over
the past few years, incidents of
negligence are emerging in
curio.ca/newsinreview
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school boards across the
country. Ontario passed a law
in 2011 that made it mandatory
for all schools to report acts of
violence to the Ministry of
Education. At the time, it
represented one of the few
such systems in Canada. It turns
out that, despite the law, many
school boards have ignored the
law. A CBC analysis of the
Ministry’s official school
violence data found that at
least 30 per cent of Ontario
school boards were minimally
reporting or not reporting

bullying and violent incidents
– prefering to keep things “in
house” instead.
For example, Taza DeLuna’s
assault was not reported to
the Ministry. Four provincial
boards submitted no
information to the Ministry
for several years, while 77
per cent of schools reported
zero instances of violent
bullying in the last school
year. “All [their] anti-bullying
rhetoric is just that —
rhetoric,” said Tai DeLuna,
Taza’s mom.

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

In late November 2019, Ontario
Education Minister Stephen
Lecce announced new measures
aimed at stemming bullying in
schools, including training
teachers in de-escalation
techniques, conducting a survey
of students about bullying, and
reviewing school reporting
practices on violence.
curio.ca/newsinreview
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A persistent bullying issue has
also been reported at one
federally run on-reserve school
at Six Nations, a Haudenosaunee
community located about 30
kilometres southwest of
Hamilton, Ont. Colton Johnson
was one of several students

bullied mercilessly by older
students at his elementary
school in Six Nations. Parents
say not enough was done to
deal with the ongoing problem
of bullying and have launched a
human rights complaint
against Indigenous Services
Canada, the federal
government department
that operates the school.
Over 1 000 signatures have
been gathered on a
petition calling for more
community say in how
local schools are run.

Colton Johnson, 9, with his mother Amy Powless

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

Less reporting, less
supporting
Negligent reporting hurts
Canadian students, plain and
simple. Ron Avi Astor, professor
at the University of California
Los Angeles and author of
hundreds of academic studies
on violent behaviour in schools,
says that when administrators
are afraid of being seen as
running a violent school or as
ineffective in their job, they
underreport violent incidents,
which skews the data that
drives decisions about how best
curio.ca/newsinreview
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to support students. “If you
can’t trust the data and you
have zeroes on [the reports on
violence], you really can’t
allocate resources — not just
money, but social workers,
psychologists and
counsellors,” says Astor.

Our Kids vs. the World
E.H., Colton Johnson, and
Jayden Trudell have all moved
schools since their respective
bullying incidents – an
opportunity Devan Selvey
never got. In most cases, after

serving a punishment, their
perpetrators remain at their
original schools (Selvey’s face
charges of first-degree
murder). Taza DeLuna chose
to return to Collingwood High
School, where he continues to
struggle with anxiety about
having to share a classroom
with some of the boys who split
open his scalp two years ago.
The wound that endures most
for victims of school bullying is
a deep, personal sense of
injustice and a sense that their

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

school doesn’t care about
them, says UCLA’s Astor.

Tracy Vaillancourt, Canada
Research Chair in Children’s
Mental Health and Violence
Prevention at the University of
Ottawa, agrees: “Think about
the implications for the
[student’s] future. You have
the bravery of coming
forward, the bravery of telling
a supposed trusted adult
about this heinous act that
occurred — and nothing
happens. What does that tell
curio.ca/newsinreview
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you about when you witness it
again or maybe you’re
victimized: what are you going
to do about that?”

TO CONSIDER
1. What does the Mission
Research bullying survey
reveal?

Kids like Taza, Devan, E.H.,
Colton, and Jayden may have
come to the conclusion that
they’re on their own.

2. Why don’t more students
come forward about the
bullying they’ve witnessed
or experienced?

b) Why do some
administrators fail to
follow these
requirements?
4. How does a lack of
reporting on violence
further harm students?

3. a) What legal
requirements do
schools and boards in
Ontario have about
reporting instances of
violence?

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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ACTIVITY #1: Sourcing, analyzing and
reporting on local data about bullying
Social scientists often use primary source field research to
gather information and draw conclusions about topics of
inquiry. Methods and tools of primary research include
surveys, experiments, interviews, observations, participant
observation, and content analysis.
TASK
A Mission Research survey
for CBC revealed that
incidents of peer-on-peer
violence are widespread in
schools across the country.
For this assignment, you will
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assume the role of a social
scientist to investigate and
present your findings on the
extent to which bullying is
an issue at your own school.

as the results of the
Mission Research survey,
to explain what happens
and why. Read the
following CBC article for
information on the findings of the Mission
Research survey:
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/violenceschool-survey-cbc-investigates-1.5355553

Your research question:
“How widespread is bullying at
my high school?”

For more information on the process of this
method of sociological inquiry, watch this video:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1MYM35qUr8

For the purposes of this exercise, form a group of
four (4) and complete the following:

Part 1 – Establishing a hypothesis
An hypothesis is a possible answer to your
research question. It is a tentative theory for
which you will seek evidence. You develop a
hypothesis after a review of information, such
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

For more information on how to establish a
hypothesis for a social science experiment,
follow this link: www.verywellmind.com/whatis-a-hypothesis-2795239
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Part 2 – Designing a survey

b) Decide how you will record the results of
your investigation and prepare a tool, such
as a spreadsheet, to do so.

c) Establish your sample
group (for example,
Grade 9-12 students at
your high school), find
participants and conduct
your research. Your
sample group must
involve at least 50
respondents — the larger your sample group
is, the more credible your conclusions will be.

c) Create a sample of your research method to
be discussed with your teacher prior to the
commencement of your research and have
it approved for use in the field.

d) Organize and analyze your data, compare it
to the results of the Mission Research
survey and draw conclusions in relation to
your research question.

a) Plan a questionnaire/survey with at least 1520 questions. For tips on how to create the
ideal survey, follow this link:
https://humansofdata.atlan.com/2015/03/ei
ght-steps-designing-ideal-survey/

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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Part 3 – Reporting your findings
In paragraph form, present the primary
research that you conducted with your group
that helps defend your hypothesis. Your report
should feature the following sections:
‣ Introduction: Describe the sociological issue
you are investigating (bullying/school
violence), outline the research question,
define key terms, and state your hypothesis.
‣ Methodology: Identify the specific sample
group, and describe and present the
instrument you used to conduct your field
research (i.e. survey), as well as the
procedure. NOTE: You will be required to

School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

attach all completed copies of your
instruments in the appendix of this report.
‣ Results: Outline the statistical/factual
analysis of your results, free of personal
interpretation and opinion. It is here where
you will tabulate the results of your findings
in a systematic way - this means that you
should include charts and graphs of data to
accompany and support the report style
description of your findings. Bar graphs, pie
charts, line graphs, tables are all acceptable.
Make sure that you include a description of
each chart, table or graph in your paper. You
should use technology to graphically display
your findings in this part of your report.
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‣ Discussion: Explain the correlation between
your primary research information and the
findings of the Mission Research survey for
CBC.

⁃ Include an analysis, interpretation, and
evaluation of your data, as well as the
conclusion.

⁃ Are your findings consistent with the
Mission Research survey? If not, why do
you think this is so (e.g., research design,
sample size, type of sample, etc.)?
‣ Presentation: share your findings with your
classmates.

⁃ Did your primary research support your
hypothesis?
⁃ Discuss opposing points of view,
discrepancies in the study results, and
suggest possible explanations.

⁃ You need to be able to offer explanations
to support your conclusions.
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ACTIVITY #2: Critical Thinking Role Play
The issue of school violence and the ineffective
response from some schools and school boards is
complex and involves a variety of stakeholders in
school communities, neighbourhoods, and the
country at large.
Part 1

Working on your own, select a role from the
following list of stakeholders. Clear your choice
with your teacher. This will allow Part 2 of this
activity to run more smoothly.
Roles/Stakeholders:
1. Shari-Ann Selvey, mother of Devan Selvey

2. Stephen Lecce, Ontario Minister of Education
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?

3. Taza DeLuna, high
school student in
Collingwood, Ont.
4. Marco Barzetti, Principal of
Winston Churchill High School
in Hamilton, Ont.
5. Manny Figueiredo, Director of Education,
Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board
6. Jacqueline Howell, mother of ‘E.H.’
7. Cecil Roach, Coordinating Superintendent for
Indigenous Education and Equity, York Region
District School Board
8. Jayden Trudell, high school student in
Windsor, Ont.
curio.ca/newsinreview

/ 38

9.

Amy Powless, mother of Colton Johnson

10. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

Conduct online research into this stakeholder’s
role and story, in order to understand their
perspective. You can also use “The Story”
section from this News in Review guide as a
resource.
Assuming the role of your chosen individual,
write a well-developed response of 250 words
from their perspective and include the
following details:

• How you have handled a recent incident (or
incidents) of school violence

• What actions you think need to be taken
Part 2
Form a group of ten (10) with each group
member assuming the role of one of the
stakeholders. Engage in a collaborative
discussion where the group develops five (5)
recommendations to help prevent bullying and
school violence.

• Your role and general responsibilities
• Your position on bullying and school
violence, and reporting that violence
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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STORY A

VIDEO REVIEW – WHILE VIEWING (ANSWER KEY)

1. According to a CBC survey, which of the following statements is FALSE?
❑ a) One-third of youth between the ages of 14 and 21 have been bullied by a peer.
❑ b) One-fifth of students surveyed say they have been threatened by a peer with a weapon.
❑ c) One-quarter of students surveyed say they first experienced sexual harassment or
assault from a peer before reaching grade seven.
✓
❑ d) None of the above.
2. The same survey shows that students who have told teachers or administrators about bullying
✓TRUE or ❑ FALSE
experiences often feel let down by their response. ❑
3. Why does Jayden Trudell suggest most students don’t report acts of bullying?
❑ a) Victims are afraid of being blamed.
❑ b) Victims feel guilty about the incidents.
❑ c) Victims are afraid of the police.
✓
❑ d) Victims worry about being labelled a “snitch.”
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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4. What seemed to have motivated bullies to attack E.H.?
✓
❑ a) His race
❑ c) His religion
❑ b) His gender
❑ d) His academic ability
5. What was Cecil Roach’s response to the allegation that the York Region District School Board’s
zero tolerance policy for racism wasn’t doing enough to prevent and punish bullying?
❑ a) Racially motivated bullying is difficult to prove.
❑ b) All students deserve a second chance.
✓
❑ c) Racist incidents in schools are inevitable because racism is an issue in Canadian society.
❑ d) None of the above.
6. When Vania Karam took her son Winston’s school board to court over inaction with regard to
bullying, how much did she spend on legal counsel and how much was Winston awarded in
damages?
✓
❑ a) She spent $54 000 and he was awarded $3 800.
❑ b) She spent $3 800 and he was awarded $54 000.
School Violence: How Safe Are Our Children?
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❑ c) She was represented for free by the Canadian Civil Liberties Union.
❑ d) She spent nearly $1million and he was awarded nothing, despite the school board being
found responsible.

7. In Cornerbrook, N.L., an eight year-old girl was sexually assaulted on a school bus by a teenager
over many months and the school didn’t disclose this information to families as the boy was
being investigated. ✓
❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
8. According to a CBC survey, which of the following statements is FALSE?
❑ a) One in four girls were completely satisfied by how their school responded after reporting
an incident of sexually inappropriate behavior.
❑ b) More than one in four girls experienced unwanted sexual contact by another student,
including touching or grabbing, at school.
❑ c) One in seven girls had a sex act forced upon them by another student at school.
✓
❑ d) None of the above
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9. What happened after Kingston Barnhart’s mother, Amelia, reported that her son was being
bullied at Oliver M. Smith Elementary School?
❑ a) The administration acted and punished the bully.
✓
❑ b) Kingston was hurt again the next day.
❑ c) The school board implemented the Provincial Standards for Anti-Bullying at the school.
❑ d) The principal blamed the family.
10. In the incident at his Etobicoke Catholic school, Jonathan Samuels was targeted by bullies for
the following reason:
✓
❑ a) His gender
❑ c) His sexual orientation
❑ b) His race
❑ d) His physical ability
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STORY B

VIDEO REVIEW – WHILE VIEWING (ANSWER KEY)

1. According to a CBC survey, which of the following statements is TRUE?
❑ a) One-third of youth between the ages of 14 and 21 have been bullied by a peer.
❑ b) One-fifth of students surveyed say they have been threatened by a peer with a weapon.
❑ c) One-quarter of students surveyed say they first experienced sexual harassment or assault
from a peer before grade seven.

✓
❑ d) All of the above

2. The same survey shows that students who have told teachers or administrators about bullying
✓FALSE
experiences often feel satisfied by their response. ❑ TRUE or ❑
3. What happened to Devan Selvey?

❑ a) He was suspended and later expelled for bullying his classmates.
✓
❑ b) He was stabbed to death outside of his school.
❑ c) He was swarmed by a group of teens at school.
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❑ d) He had his bike stolen by bullies.
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4. Because Devan informed his school’s administration several times that he was being bullied,
Manny Figueiredo, Director of Education for the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board,
✓FALSE
believes the school board failed him. ❑ TRUE or ❑

5. What happened to Taza DeLuna?
❑ a) He was assaulted by a group of boys at his Collingwood high school.
❑ b) He had his scalp split open on a doorframe.
❑ c) He had to continue attending classes with one of his perpetrators.
✓
❑ d) All of the above.

6. In 2011, a law was enacted in Ontario mandating that schools must report violent incidents to
the Ministry of Education. Since the law passed, 18 schools boards have reported zero incidents.
✓
❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE
7. As of 2012, school boards in nine provinces and territories must report violent incidents to their
✓FALSE
Ministry of Education. ❑ TRUE or ❑
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8. How did Shari-Ann Selvey find out about the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board
meeting to announce a panel and study on school violence?

✓
❑ a) From a family friend.

❑ b) From the school board after they personally invited her to the meeting.
❑ c) From the mother of Devan’s perpetrator.

❑ d) From Devan’s teacher.
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