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BATTLING BEIJING: Hong Kong’s Summer of Protest

Video duration – 14:48

In the spring of 2019 Beijing announced an extradition bill that would have 

allowed Hong Kong residents to be extradited and tried in Communist mainland 

China. That led to growing protests demanding the withdrawal of the bill. 

Frustrations mounted and so did the use of force on both sides. As crowds grew 

into the millions, Chinese officials used tear gas, water canons and rubber 

bullets, eventually resorting to the threat of military intervention to quelch 

demonstrations. Thirteen weeks in and the citizens of Hong Kong remained 

steadfast. Then, on September 3rd the Beijing government bowed to the 

protestors' primary demand and the bill was withdrawn. But where that leaves 

Hong Kong now remains unclear.

Related Content on curio.ca

• News in Review, November 2014 – Hong Kong: The Umbrella Revolution

• News in Review, September 1997 – Hong Kong: Back to China

• News in Review, April 1997 – Deng Xiaoping: China at the Crossroads

• From resistance to resignation in Hong Kong (The National)

• Inside These Walls (Firsthand)
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VIDEO REVIEW
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BEFORE VIEWING

Great Britain acquired Hong Kong after a series of battles with 

China in the mid to late 1800s. These battles have been referred to 

as the “opium wars.” The conflict ended after both countries came 

to an agreement that gave Britain a 99-year lease on the territory. 

The lease came to an end in 1997.

At that point, the British handed Hong Kong over to China, who 

agreed to implement a governing agreement called “one country, two systems.” In theory, this 

governing style would allow Hong Kong to maintain the democratic institutions gained under 

British rule while existing as part of China. The Chinese follow a Communist form of government 

with authority and power centralized in the capital, Beijing. Leaders are not elected; they are 

selected by the Communist Party. In many ways, communism is the polar opposite of democracy.

✦ Keep the “one country, two systems” ideal in mind when you view the video.
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WHILE VIEWING

1. The protests that have rocked Hong Kong throughout the 

summer and fall of 2019 were brought on by the introduction 

of an extradition bill that could allow local authorities to 

extradite citizens to mainland China.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

2. The protests in Hong Kong drew how many protestors?

❑ a)  10 000 ❑ c)  1 million

❑ b)  100 000 ❑ d)  10 million

1. Ottawa is worried about the extradition bill proposed by the 

Chinese government because it would put some of the 300 000 Canadians living and working in 

Hong Kong at risk of being detained and shipped to the mainland.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

2. In July 2019, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam stood her ground and insisted that the 

extradition bill would come into full effect.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE 

Extradition is the formal 
process of one country 
surrendering individuals to 
another country so that they 
can stand trial or receive 
punishment for crimes 
committed within the 
requesting country. Canada 
has extradition treaties with 
more than 30 countries. 
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5. Pro-democracy advocates were thankful that the police were quick to intervene after people 

with masks and armed with sticks attacked protestors on Hong Kong’s subway.

❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

6. Authorities in Beijing believed the airport protests:

❑ a)  Bordered on terrorism.

❑ b)  Warranted sending convoys of paramilitary police to the border city of Shenzhen.

❑ c)  Both (a) and (b).

7. China told Canada to stop meddling when the Trudeau government expressed concern over 

events in Hong Kong.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

8. Thirteen weeks after the protests began, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam announced: 

❑ a)  The formal union of Hong Kong with mainland China.

❑ b)  A ceasefire in the dispute between Hong Kong authorities and protestors.

❑ c)  The suspension of the extradition bill.

❑ d)  The full withdrawal of the extradition bill in order to allay public concerns. 
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TALK
PROMPTS
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TALK PROMPT #1

Consider pausing the video and giving students the 

opportunity to talk to an elbow partner for a few 

minutes or use these questions as part of a class 

discussion. 

Pause the video after Sasa Petricic signs off 

from the first story, @ 02:30 –

1. What prompted the protests in Hong Kong?

2. What do you think of Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s idea that the protests prove 

that the rights and freedoms of citizens are not under attack?
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TALK PROMPT #2

Pause the video after Sasa Petricic signs off 

from his second story, @ 06:36 –

1. Describe the unique governing relationship 

that exists between Hong Kong and China.

2. How has this relationship started to change 

since the presidency of Xi Jinping started in 

2012?

3. What violent incident changed the tone of the protests in the summer of 2019?

4. Why were the protestors suspicious of the police? How did the police respond to the 

protestors’ suspicions?
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TALK PROMPT #3

Pause the video after Tanya Fletcher signs off 

from her second story, @ 11:28 –

1. Why did protestors choose Hong Kong’s 

airport as a venue for their protests? 

How did the authorities respond?

2. How has the uprising in Hong Kong divided 

Canadians?

TALK PROMPT #4

Play the video to the end. 

● Despite Carrie Lam’s withdrawal of the extradition bill, why do many believe that the 

conflict is not over?
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AFTER VIEWING

The “one country, two systems” agreement between 

Hong Kong and China is scheduled to end in 2047. At that 

point, Hong Kong will be subject to the same rule of law 

that exists throughout mainland China. Why might this be 

cause for concern for people (particularly young people) 

in Hong Kong? How are the protests a warning sign of 

potential future conflict?



Violence is not a solution to any problem…. Violence will 

only breed more violence, and at the end of the day the 
whole of Hong Kong and the people will suffer.

– Carrie Lam, Hong Kong Chief Executive

If we just ditch the movement, if we just go home and try 

to live our lives, there is no normal life to resume to. We 
already passed the point of no return, because what's in 

front of us is the police having absolute power. They 
break the laws with no consequences. If we just stop 

chanting slogans about an independent inquiry, it 
means that this absolute power, absolute corruption, will 
still exist in Hong Kong.

– Bonnie Leung, protest organizer
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THE STORY

MINDS ON

In 2014, pro-democracy 

protests in Hong Kong 
coalesced into what came to be 

known as the Umbrella 
Movement. Sometimes called 
the Umbrella Revolution and 

the Occupy Central Movement, 
the protesters were seeking full 
democratic rights for Hong 

Kong as a way to fight a 
growing push to impose 

Chinese authority on the 
region. The movement got its 
names because thousands of  

protesters began 
bringing umbrellas to 

the protests to ward 
off the pepper spray 

used by police. 
Eventually, after two 
and a half 

months in the fall and winter of 
2014, the crowds dispersed but 
the thirst for change lingered. 

While you read this section 
(The Story), see if you can find 

evidence of how the Umbrella 
Movement may have inspired 
the protesters of 2019.

To learn more about the 
Umbrella Movement, see 
the News in Review story
Hong Kong: The Umbrella 
Revolution (November 2014):
www.curio.ca/en/video/hong-
kong-the-umbrella-revolution-
4969/

https://curio.ca/en/video/hong-kong-the-umbrella-revolution-4969/


Battling Beijing: Hong Kong’s Summer of Protest curio.ca/newsinreview / 15

The murder that started it all

It started with a murder. A 

young Hong Kong couple 

made their way to Taiwan for 

a Valentine’s Day vacation in 

2018. The man came back to 

Hong Kong alone. The 

woman’s decomposing body 

was soon discovered by 

Taiwan police. It didn’t take 

long to determine that the 

man had killed the woman, 

but because Hong Kong and 

Taiwan don’t share an 

extradition treaty, authorities

were at a loss to determine a 

way to bring the man to 

justice. After all, he couldn’t 

be tried in Hong Kong for a 

crime he’d committed in 

Taiwan. That’s when someone 

in the Hong Kong government 

came up with an idea: create 

an extradition bill that would 

make sure people don’t use 

Hong Kong as a place to flee 

after they’ve committed a 

crime abroad. Unfortunately 

the language of the proposed 

bill created the scenario 

whereby Hong Kong citizens 

could be deported to China if 

authorities in Beijing felt 

people were violating Chinese 

law. It felt like a trap whereby 

the Chinese government was 

trying to impose its will, in 

direct violation of the “one 

country, two systems” 

framework.

Massive protests

The Hong Kong government 

introduced the extradition bill 

in April 2019 amidst a wave of 

criticism. That criticism grew 

to a fever pitch and, in June, a 
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massive protest involving over 

a million Hong Kongers took 

place. The first protest was 

peaceful but the second one, 

three days later, saw police 

fire tear gas and rubber bullets 

at crowds. The unrest was 

growing and, by mid-June, 

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam 

told the public that the 

extradition bill would be 

delayed indefinitely. The 

protesters were unconvinced 

and the next day two million 

Hong Kongese took to the 

streets demanding that Lam 

completely withdraw the bill.

Provocation and clashes

What followed was a summer 

of protest that saw protesters: 

● Blockade Hong Kong’s police 

headquarters.

● Storm, occupy 

and spray graffiti 

in Hong Kong’s 

Legislative Council

Complex 

(nicknamed the 

Legco).

● Vandalize China’s Liaison 

Office in Hong Kong. 

These provocative actions 
prompted much smaller 
counter protests in favour of 

Beijing’s position. Suddenly, 
clashes began surfacing
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between the largely youthful 

(and massive) crowds of pro-

democracy protesters and 

pro-Beijing elements.

Don’t mistake restraint for 

weakness

By August, the protests and 

coinciding clashes with police 

and people loyal to China grew 

to the point where Hong Kong 

leader Carrie Lam declared the 

region was “on the verge of a 

very dangerous situation.” 

Then the Chinese government 

issued a statement warning  

protesters not to 
“underestimate the firm 

resolve of the central 
government” and to avoid 

mistaking Chinese “restraint for 
weakness.”

The government relents

Protesters responded to the 

warning by occupying the 

airport. It appeared that the 

situation was growing 

increasingly out of control as 

August neared its end. Then 

the Hong Kong government 

relented. Carrie Lam 
announced the full withdrawal 

of the extradition bill. 

However, the damage was 

done. Pro-democracy 

advocates moved beyond the 

extradition bill and continued 

to demand reforms. Their 

overall goal: to maintain and, 

if possible, enhance Hong 

Kong’s democracy. Ultimately, 

the battle may be in its infancy 

as Hong Kong’s tradition of 

democratic institutions fights 

for survival while Communist 

rulers in Beijing continue to 

impose their authority on the 

region. 
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TO CONSIDER

1. How did a murder spark the 
protests of 2019?

2. What provocative actions 
did the protesters take to 
get the attention of 
authorities in Beijing? 

3. What do you think? Do the 
pro-democracy advocates of 
Hong Kong stand a chance 
against the colossal power 
of Communist China? 

4. Do you thing the Umbrella 
Movement inspired the 
protesters of 2019?
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ACTIVITY #1: Protest Tactics

the flow of protests. 
Open source 

protesting was a term 
coined by University of 

Hong Kong professor 
Francis Lee. According to Lee, this form of protest 
not only opens lines of communication among 

protesters, it also allows for a “leaderless” 
protest structure. Several of the leaders of the 
Umbrella Movement remain in jail. The protest 

leaders of 2019 will be much more difficult to 
catch based on the fact that the movement 

seems to be evolving organically, with protesters 
voting on march destinations and targets. If there 
are leaders, they are hidden among the masses. 

Be Water – Previous Hong Kong protests in 2014 
utilized a strategy of march and occupy. Dubbed 

the Umbrella Movement, the protestors basically 
remained stationary for two and a half months. 

The protest movement in 2019 employed a 
strategy using the mantra of legendary martial 
artist Bruce Lee – “be water” – to govern their 

movements. The Hong Kong protestors of 2019 
used the “be water” analogy to change routes in 
protests and target certain neighbourhoods and 

buildings. In other words, they were as fluid and 
flexible as water. 

Open source – In order to make the “be water” 
tactic work, protesters used open source media 
platforms, namely LIHKG and Telegram, to direct  
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AirDrop – Due to the fact that so many mobile 

phones concentrated in crowds of thousands of 

people (and cyber-attacks from mainland China) 

caused major signal disruptions, protesters 

began using the AirDrop function on their 

iPhones to communicate via Bluetooth.

Sign language and supplies – In addition to the 

sophisticated use of smartphone technology, 

protesters also used sign language to keep 

supply lines open for people who needed things 

like helmets, masks and goggles. The signs were 

communicated by hand and sent backward 

(sometimes as far as a kilometre based on the 

size of the massive crowds) to the supply areas 

at the rear of the marches. The supplies would 

be sent forward and, when sufficient supplies 

were received, a “we have enough” sign would 

be relayed back to the suppliers.

Beating the tear gas – The Umbrella Movement 

taught the 2019 protesters about the 

effectiveness of tear gas in dispersing crowds. 

This inspired an ingenious way of handling tear 

gas fired on crowds by the authorities. When 

tear gas was used, protesters whose sole task 

was to deal with the problem would rush to the 

area with traffic cones. They would cover the 

tear gas cannister with the traffic cone while 

another person would dowse the cannister with 

water. When the cannister had sufficiently 

cooled, they would either throw the tear gas 
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back at the police or throw it away from where 

the protesters had gathered.

Disruptive lasers – Protesters used lasers to 

disrupt facial recognition cameras used by 

police to identify people they might want to 

arrest. 

Orderly retreat – Another significant danger 

involved in the protests was the risk of 

stampede. If the protesters needed to pull back 

because of an attack by police, they would yell, 

“One! Two! Three!” and move in an orderly and 

unified way away from the problem.

Crowdfunded advertising – The protesters 

hoped that their cause would be picked up by 

influential democracies around the world. To 

make this happen they crowdfunded money to 

put ads in newspapers that they hoped would 

be read by world leaders gathering at the G20 

Conference in Osaka, Japan, in June. The 

newspapers included The Globe and Mail, The 

New York Times, Le Monde and The Guardian.

TASK

● Create an image collage using an app like 

Canva (www.canva.com/) that tells the 

story of the tactics used by the Hong Kong 

protesters in the summer of 2019. 

● Please use a minimum of eight (8) images.

https://www.canva.com/


Battling Beijing: Hong Kong’s Summer of Protest curio.ca/newsinreview / 22

ACTIVITY #2: Types of Government

‣ Oligarchy          

‣ Republic          

‣ Theocracy

2. Prepare a 10-minute 

presentation outlining 

the main characteristics of the type of 

government you selected. Provide your 

classmates with a clear understanding of the 

goals and objectives of this type of 

government and identify how at least one 

country employs this method of governing.

Hong Kong and China coexist in a complex 

arrangement called “one country, two 

systems.” Essentially Hong Kong exists within 

China but is able to operate as a democracy in a 

communist nation. 

TASK

1. Form a group of four (4) and research one 

(1) of the types of government listed below 

and to the right. Be sure to clear your choice 

with your teacher. 

Types of Government

‣ Communism ‣ Democracy

‣ Dictatorship ‣Monarchy



Battling Beijing: Hong Kong’s Summer of Protest curio.ca/newsinreview / 23

SOURCES

Dapiran, A. (August 1, 2019). ‘Be water!’: Seven tactics that are winning Hong Kong’s democracy revolution. New Statesman. 

Retrieved from: www.newstatesman.com/world/2019/08/be-water-seven-tactics-are-winning-hong-kongs-democracy-revolution

Hong Kong: Timeline of extradition protests. (September 4, 2019). BBC. Retrieved from: www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-

49340717

Jennings, R. (June 19, 2019). How an obscure Taiwan murder case led to Hong Kong’s mega-protests. L.A. Times. Retrieved from: 

www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-taiwan-china-hong-kong-chan-tong-kai-murder-20190619-story.html

Thornell, C. and Parvaneh, D. (June 24, 2019). Hong Kong’s huge protests, explained. Vox. Retrieved from: 

www.vox.com/videos/2019/6/24/18701607/hong-kong-huge-protests-explained

What is China’s ‘one country, two systems’ policy? (June 30, 2019). The Economist. Retrieved from: www.economist.com/the-

economist-explains/2019/06/30/what-is-chinas-one-country-two-systems-policy

https://www.newstatesman.com/world/2019/08/be-water-seven-tactics-are-winning-hong-kongs-democracy-revolution
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-49340717
https://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-taiwan-china-hong-kong-chan-tong-kai-murder-20190619-story.html
https://www.vox.com/videos/2019/6/24/18701607/hong-kong-huge-protests-explained
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2019/06/30/what-is-chinas-one-country-two-systems-policy


Battling Beijing: Hong Kong’s Summer of Protest curio.ca/newsinreview / 24

VIDEO REVIEW – WHILE VIEWING (RESPONSES)

1. The protests that have rocked Hong Kong throughout the summer and fall of 2019 were 

brought on by the introduction of an extradition bill that could allow local authorities to 

extradite citizens to mainland China.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

2. The protests in Hong Kong drew how many protestors?

❑ a)  10 000 ❑ c)  1 million

❑ b)  100 000 ❑ d)  10 million

1. Ottawa is worried about the extradition bill proposed by the Chinese government because it 

would put some of the 300 000 Canadians living and working in Hong Kong at risk of being 

detained and shipped to the mainland.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

2. In July 2019, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam stood her ground and insisted that the 

extradition bill would come into full effect.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE 

✓

✓

✓

✓
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5. Pro-democracy advocates were thankful that the police were quick to intervene after people 

with masks and armed with sticks attacked protestors on Hong Kong’s subway.

❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

6. Authorities in Beijing believed the airport protests:

❑ a)  Bordered on terrorism.

❑ b)  Warranted sending convoys of paramilitary police to the border city of Shenzhen.

❑ c)  Both (a) and (b).

7. China told Canada to stop meddling when the Trudeau government expressed concern over 

events in Hong Kong.  ❑ TRUE or ❑ FALSE

8. Thirteen weeks after the protests began, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam announced: 

❑ a)  The formal union of Hong Kong with mainland China.

❑ b)  A ceasefire in the dispute between Hong Kong authorities and protestors.

❑ c)  The suspension of the extradition bill.

❑ d)  The full withdrawal of the extradition bill in order to allay public concerns. 

✓

✓

✓

✓


