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Drones: Military or Mainstream? (Duration: 15:31) 
So, are drones a toy or a weapon? It turns out they're both. A few years back they entered our 
consciousness as a weapon of war but their use has rapidly expanded. Multiple industries employ them to 
search hard to reach places, while hobbyists are eager to get a bird's eye view of just about anything. But 
as with many new technologies, integrating them into society has its challenges.  
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VIDEO REVIEW 

Pre‐viewing 

Search online for drones available for purchase. 
Compare pricing, construction and other 
characteristics. If you did not have to consider 
the price, how interested would you be in 
owning this technology? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

While viewing 

1. The U.S. uses drones to take lethal, targeted action against al-Qaeda.       True         False 

2. Why is there opposition to the use of drones as a military weapon? 

 

 

3. The cost of building a drone makes them inaccessible to the general public.       True         False 

4. Why are drones essential tools for search and rescue missions? 

 

 

5. List two reasons why using a drone can be more effective than using a helicopter. 

 

 

6. How does Canadian law differ from U.S. law in terms of obtaining permits for a drone? 

 

 



MARCH 2015 – DRONES: MILITARY OR MAINSTREAM?

 

News in Review ∙ CBC Learning ∙ curio.ca/newsinreview 2 

 

7. What major safety issue results from the increase in drones? 

 

 

8. What is a MAV or micro aerial vehicle? 

 

 

9. On what conditions can U.S. allies now purchase armed military drones? 

 

 

Post‐viewing 

Create a mind map that illustrates possible uses for drones. 

 Categorize the possible uses — military, law enforcement, entertainment, health and safety, 
education, environmental, engineering etc. 

 For each use, identify both the positive and the negative consequences.  

 According to your mind map, does the positive potential of using drone outweigh the negative? 
Why or why not? 
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THE MILITARY USE OF DRONES 

Drones (or “unmanned aerial vehicles”) are 
similar to any technology — they can be used 
for both positive and negative purposes. Drone 
proponents are thrilled by the possibility of 
these unmanned flying devices gathering 
information, delivering medicine and 
consumer goods, or attacking enemies with 
deathly precision. Opponents of drone 
technology see them as new way to invade 
privacy, compromise the safety of people and 
aircraft, and indiscriminately kill both enemies 
and civilians. No wonder drones have been in 
the news lately, especially in regards to their 
military uses. 

Drones are the weapon of choice for the United 
States in its fight against al-Qaeda terrorists, 
mainly in Pakistan. Drones are used to bomb 
targets in situations when using a plane or 
helicopter is deemed too dangerous for pilot and 
crew. These remotely piloted machines can 
monitor a target for up to 17 hours at a time, 
transmitting clear images of what is on the 
ground. They are equipped with sensors, 
cameras, image intensifiers, radar, GPS, infrared 
imaging and lasers. They can also be armed with 
laser-guided missiles. Two of the medium-sized 
American drones that are currently used in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan are the MQ-1B 
Predator and the MQ-9 Reaper (pictured above). 

The key military uses of drones are to provide 
intelligence and tactical support. They can check 
for bombs on roads and scout out landing areas 
for planes. They can hack into computers and 
phone lines. They can observe traffic and public 
behaviour. They also can provide air support and 
attack suspicious targets. These multiple uses 
make the drone an effective new weapon of war. 

Drones come in different sizes for different 
purposes. For reconnaissance and surveillance, 
lightweight drones can be used, although large 

spy drones do exist. Armed drones tend to be 
medium-sized. Although drones do not have 
pilots, there is a trained crew at an American 
airbase to steer the craft, analyse the images sent 
from its cameras and take action on what is seen. 

The use of drones as weapons began during the 
presidency of George W. Bush. The CIA headed 
the development and deployment of drones, and 
the general public was largely kept in the dark 
regarding their use.  

Under President Barack Obama, reliance on 
drones has more than doubled. His government 
initially denied that it used drones to kill 
enemies. Official casualty rates released by the 
government were routinely challenged by other 
agencies and the Pakistani population. The CIA 
claimed at one point that there had not been a 
single documented civilian casualty. The 
government pointed to the drone’s success in 
thwarting terrorism by helping to kill al-Qaeda 
leaders. 

After mounting evidence and public pressure, 
Obama reassessed drone policy and announced 
that before striking, drone operators must 
determine to a “near certainty” that no civilians 
are in harm’s way. This was significantly 
tougher than the CIA’s original standard that 
counted all military-age males in a strike zone as 
combatants. 

There is considerable controversy about the use 
of drones. Drones are capable of more precise 
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strikes, and therefore eliminate the need for 
riskier military action. They can also lead to 
fewer civilian casualties than aerial bombing. 
Despite this, hundreds of Pakistani civilians 
have been killed by American drone attacks. In 
addition, drones carry a heavy price tag; they are 

multi-million dollar purchases for the U.S. 
government. While public opinion may be 
divided, drone use is not going away. The U.S. 
is looking to expand its use of drones and to 
improve drone technology.

 

1. What is the main idea of this article? 

2. What questions are raised on the use of drones? 

3. What facts support the use of drones as a military weapon? What facts dispute the use of drones as a 
military weapon? 

4. Do you think that drones should be continued to be used as a military weapon? Why or why not?  

5. What questions remain? What sources could you use to answer with reliability and credibility, one of 
your questions? 

6. Drones are constantly being modified and “improved.” Think of ways that drone technology could be 
developed. 

CREATING AN INFOGRAPHIC ON DRONES 

An infographic presents information in a highly visual way, engaging the reader with a balance of visuals 
and text. The purpose of infographics is to help people grasp complex ideas and information. 

1. If you were to create an infographic on drones, what would be the critical information that you would 
present and why? What “story” or point of view on drones would you be telling? 

2. What visuals would you use increase reader engagement 
and understanding?  

3. What overall design would you use? What important 
questions would your infographic answer?  

4. Look at infographic examples to determine what you 
think are the best examples of infographics. Determine 
criteria for an effective infographic. With this criteria in  

 
The Science of Drones 
For more information on the science 

of drones and their many uses go to 

TED.com and search for “drones.” 

Scientists, engineers and ecologists 

demo their inventions and discuss 

the potential of drones. 

mind, sketch an infographic on drones. 
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DRONES: GOOD, BAD OR DEPENDS? 

1. Determine the point of view or argument presented in the four quotes. 

2. Which one resonates with you and why? 

3. If you were to ask each of the writers one additional question on their beliefs about drones, what 
would it be? 

A “One of the most common arguments 

against the use of military drones is that 

they remove their operators from their 

decision to kill, lowering the threshold 

for violence and death. Drone operation 

has even been likened to playing video 

games. But one operator reported that 

he actually became more attached to his 

victims as he monitored their day‐to‐day 

lives.” 

– Thu‐Huong Ha, Who’s making the case for 

— and against — military drones? 

Ideas.ted.com

 C “These are amazing technologies. We’re 

doing incredible, wonderful things. You 

can’t help but get excited about this. It’s the 

height of human creativity, maybe even 

creating a new species. But at the end of 

the day, if we’re really honest with 

ourselves, we’re doing it to get better at 

killing one another. And I don’t see any 

changes with that. The hows, the whos, the 

wheres, even the whens of war are 

changing, but the fundamental whys remain 

the same.” 

– P.W. Singer, Drones, War, Science Fiction, 

Cybercrime. Ideas.ted.com

  

 B “Automation — both in its cyber and 

robotics incarnations — is not going 

away. It is now a permanent fixture of 

our civilization. And even if modern 

industrial society were to break down, 

the survivors would be frantically 

working to get their computer networks 

up and running again as soon as 

possible. Their robots, too. Our 

machines are simply that useful.” 

– Daniel Suarez, Why Drones Make us 

Nervous, Ideas.ted.com

 

 D “Being attacked by a drone is not the 

same as being bombed by a jet. With 

drones, there is typically a much longer 

prelude to violence. Above North 

Waziristan, drones circled for hours, or even 

days, before striking. People below looked 

up to watch the machines, hovering at 

about twenty thousand feet, capable of 

unleashing fire at any moment, like 

dragon’s breath. ‘Drones may kill relatively 

few, but they terrify many more.’ Malik 

Jalal, a tribal leader in North Waziristan, 

told me. ‘They turned the people into 

psychiatric patients, The F‐16s might be less 

accurate, but they come and go.’” 

– Steve Coll, The Unblinking Stare,

The New Yorker (Nov 24, 2014)

  

 


