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VIDEO REVIEW 

Before Viewing 

1. What do you know about Hillary Clinton? 

 

 

2. Based on what you know about Clinton, do you think she makes a good candidate for president of the 

United States? 

 

 

3. What would you like to know about Hillary Clinton that would make you feel more informed about 

her leadership abilities? 

 

 

Viewing 

1. Hillary Clinton is the first woman to run for U.S. president.       � True       � False 

2. How does Clinton’s high school friend Cheryl Harbour describe her as a student? 

 

 

3. Describe how gender beliefs in the 1960s and 1970s differ from today. 

 

 

4. What is journalist Leslie Bennetts’s argument regarding high-achieving women? 

 

 

5. Hillary Clinton has a problem with trust and transparency.       � True       � False 
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6. What are two reasons that a voter might want to vote for Hillary Clinton? 

 

 

After Viewing 

1. What evidence is there that gender plays a role in how we view political leaders and who we choose 

to lead us?  

 

 

 

Try this! 

What three questions do you still have regarding Hillary Clinton’s leadership qualities? Post 

your questions on a class Padlet created by your teacher at padlet.com. Choose two (2) questions from 

the Padlet to investigate further and add your answers to the Padlet once you have completed your 

research. 

Can you win by a hair? 

Hillary Clinton’s hair choices have been relentlessly examined throughout her political career. Check out 

Google to read the non-stop (typically negative) commentary about her hair styles (Search: Hillary 

Clinton hairstyles). While this trend hints at sexism, Donald Trump also suffers from extensive negative 

hair analysis. What seems to be a silly obsession points to a larger problem regarding what matters to 

voters. A 2007 Princeton study revealed that surface wins over substance with most voters. Researchers 

found that 70 per cent of political races in the U.S. could be predicted simply by showing voters photos 

of two candidates. Why do you think voters care more about superficial traits than meaningful 

leadership qualities? Do Canadian voters exhibit the same tendencies as U.S. voters? 
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THE STORY 

Minds On 

1. List what you believe are the five 

most important qualities of a 

national leader. 

2. a) Compare your responses to the 

lists of other students in your 

class. Are there qualities that 

most people agree are 

important for a national 

leader?  

b) Working with a partner, choose eight (8) 

of these qualities and categorize them 

into themes — for example, experience 

might be considered a theme. What do 

these themes reveal? 

3. Twenty-five of the 44 U.S. presidents were 

lawyers before they became president. Why 

do you think this is the case? Do you think 

there are other professions that may provide 

good experience for a presidential hopeful? 

4. Hillary Clinton is the first female 

presidential candidate in U.S. history. Why 

do you think it took so long in the U.S. to 

nominate a woman?  

Activity 

As you read “Who is Hillary Clinton?” use three 

different highlighters to note what is positive, 

negative and interesting about Hillary Clinton. 

Who is Hillary Clinton? 
Hillary Clinton has been in the public eye for a 

long time. As a lawyer, first lady, senator and 

Democratic presidential candidate, Clinton has 

gained a considerable amount of experience both 

as a professional and as a public servant. 

However, for such a qualified candidate, there 

has been a lot of resistance — and even hostility 

— directed toward her. So what’s the deal with 

Hillary?  Let’s examine some of the high points 

and low points of her career. 

Early Years 
Hillary Clinton (her family name is Rodham) 

was born on October 26, 1947, in Chicago, 

Illinois. Her father was a businessman and her 

mother a homemaker. She has two younger 

brothers. As a young woman, she was active in 

politics, supporting the Republican party before 

becoming a Democrat in 1968. 

Hillary Clinton says that hearing Martin Luther 

King Jr. give a speech inspired her to choose 

public service as her vocation. She has also 

spoken about the emotional impact of her 

mother’s difficult life on her own political 

values. In her book Hard Choices, Clinton 

detailed how her mother, Dorothy Howell, was 

abandoned by her parents and raised by her 

grandparents in an atmosphere of poverty and 

neglect. She describes how an elementary school 

teacher, realizing young Dorothy’s plight, would 

buy two cartons of milk every day at lunch and 

ask Dorothy if she would like one of them. 

Another woman, someone who hired Dorothy as 

a housekeeper when she was a teenager, took an 

interest in her and urged her to finish high 

school while providing her with clothes on 

occasion. Clinton said that these caring gestures 
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showed her mother that goodness exists in the 

world. In turn, her mother’s experiences shaped 

Clinton’s belief in community and government 

as a force in helping people succeed in 

American society. 

Clinton was a very successful student in all 

levels of her academic career. She was senior 

class president at Wellesley College. She 

graduated with honours from Yale Law School. 

Keep in mind that this was at a time when 

women were just beginning to gain admission to 

law schools in larger numbers. She also 

completed a post-graduate program at the Yale 

Child Study Center that focused on children and 

medicine. In 1975, she married Bill Clinton, 

who went on to become the 42nd president of 

the U.S. They had a daughter, Chelsea, in 1980. 

Early in their marriage, Hillary Clinton worked 

as a lawyer and became partner at Rose Law 

Firm in Little Rock, Arkansas. At the time, she 

was earning more money as a lawyer than her 

husband was earning as the governor of the 

state. As first lady of Arkansas, she led a task 

force to reform education in the state. She also 

served on the board of directors for a number of 

corporations. In summary, Clinton’s early life 

points to an impressive list of accomplishments 

due to her hard work and intelligence. With such 

an impressive résumé, one has to wonder why as 

a presidential candidate today she is considered 

to be such a polarizing figure! 

Scandals  
Clinton’s Republican Party rival Donald Trump 

is tapping into the perception that Clinton is 

deceitful and untrustworthy with his go-to taunt 

“Crooked Hillary!” While many people take 

issue with Trump’s rude and often slanderous 

characterizations of Clinton, he is capitalizing on 

a long list of scandals that have plagued both 

Hillary and Bill Clinton, the shadow of which 

the Democratic presidential hopeful cannot seem 

to escape.  

Two of the early scandals to impact the 

Clinton’s reputation involve some of their 

business dealings. Between 1978 and 1979, 

Hillary Clinton invested in cattle futures 

contracts that generated close to $100 000 in 

profit in just ten months — a stunningly large 

and, some would claim, suspicious return on her 

investment. Only after Clinton became the first 

lady of the U.S. did this investment become a 

controversy, with some critics alleging a 

possible conflict of interest and bribery. Clinton 

strongly denied the allegations and she was 

never charged with wrongdoing. The second 

scandal, known as the Whitewater controversy, 

dealt with a series of real estate investments 

where both Bill and Hillary Clinton may have 

benefited from a failed business venture in the 

1970s and 1980s. The Clintons were never 

prosecuted after three separate inquiries failed to 

link them with criminal activities involving the 

land deals.  

However, the majority of the scandals that have 

plagued the couple focus on Bill Clinton. Even 

though the focus of the scandals has been on her 

husband, Hillary Clinton is also implicated, 

rightly or wrongly, because she is her husband’s 

partner on both a personal and political level. 

Bill Clinton’s alleged and actual extramarital 

affairs provoked a national debate on his 

character and almost cost him his presidency. In 

the “Troopergate” scandal, two Arkansas state 

troopers claimed that they helped to facilitate 

dozens of extramarital liaisons for Bill Clinton 

during his time as governor of Arkansas. In 

1999, a woman named Paula Jones charged Bill 

Clinton with sexual harassment and, even 

though the charges were dismissed, he agreed to 

pay Jones an $850 000 settlement. And then, 

while Clinton was president, he admitted to an 

“inappropriate relationship” with a White House 

intern named Monica Lewinsky. The affair and 

its repercussions led to Bill Clinton’s 

impeachment (he was acquitted on charges of 
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perjury and obstruction of justice in 1999). 

Many people wondered why Hillary Clinton 

would remain in a marriage with a cheating 

spouse. Her husband’s scandals continue to be a 

political liability in her bid for the presidency. 

Hillary Clinton has not escaped scandal either. 

In 1993, she was accused of conflict of interest 

while she was first lady. In the so-called 

Travelgate scandal, seven employees of the 

White House Travel Office were fired. Critics of 

the firings claim that the employees were 

dismissed to allow friends of the Clinton’s to 

assume their jobs. Most of the fired employees 

were reinstated, but Clinton came under scrutiny 

for playing a central role in the firings. She was 

also accused of making false statements about 

her involvement in the controversy. 

The right-wing, conservative media have 

devoted a lot of time and energy to reporting 

these scandals in juicy detail to the public. Some 

media outlets have even promoted conspiracy 

theories regarding the Clintons in an effort to 

discredit them. One such conspiracy theory – 

one that was particularly painful to Hillary 

Clinton — involved the suicide of Deputy White 

House Counsel Vince Foster. Foster was a 

colleague and friend of Clinton’s since her days 

at the Rose Law Firm. Foster committed suicide 

in 1993 after struggling with clinical depression. 

He left a resignation letter that said, “I was not 

meant for the job or the spotlight of public life in 

Washington. Here ruining people is considered 

sport.”  Speculation abounded after Foster’s 

death, particularly on ultra-conservative talk 

radio shows, with some accusing Clinton of 

having an affair with Foster and that the 

relationship may have contributed to his suicide. 

Despite being disproven, the relentless pursuit of 

these wild and outrageous theories has led the 

Clintons and their supporters to claim there was 

— and continues to be — a “right-wing” 

conspiracy movement working against them. 

New York Senator 
Despite these challenges, Clinton became the 

first wife of a sitting president to run for public 

office. By winning that election in 2000, she 

became the first woman to represent New York 

in the U.S. Senate. She easily won re-election in 

2006. 

Following the September 11, 2001, terror 

attacks, then Senator Clinton fought for 

increased security measures and rebuilding 

efforts for New York City. She took a lead in 

investigating health concerns for first responders 

to the 9/11 attack, earning her the respect and 

endorsement of the New York Fire Fighters 

associations. She supported improved benefits 

for U.S. veterans. She also supported the 2001 

What does “right-wing” mean? In the 

context of U.S. politics, the term is used in 

reference to people who are extremely 

conservative in their political and religious 

beliefs, people who are very attached to 

their perspectives on tradition, law and 

order, and people who do not approve of 

change for the sake of change. People who 

are considered “right-wing” tend to 

vehemently oppose “left-wing” ideologies 

like socialism and social democracy. Groups 

that are branded as “right-wing” in the U.S. 

include those who oppose gun control laws, 

Christian fundamentalists and “hard-core” 

What is a conspiracy theory? A conspiracy 

theory is speculation that two or more 

people have “covered up” illegal or unethical 

actions. The United States is especially fertile 

ground for conspiracy theories involving 

government leaders. Conspiracy theories are 

especially difficult to prove or disprove since, 

at its core, is the belief that people with 

power do not want the truth to be revealed. 
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U.S. military action in Afghanistan, saying it 

would reduce terrorism and improve the lives of 

Afghan women. She also voted to support the 

war in Iraq in 2002. In 2005, she supported a 

proposal for incremental universal health care. 

Overall, Clinton earned a high approval rating in 

her time as senator. 

Secretary of State 
Since 2007, Hillary Clinton has been striving to 

be the first female candidate for president of the 

United States. In 2008, she ran against Barack 

Obama for the Democratic nomination. Clinton 

eventually gave up her bid and supported Obama 

when it became clear that she did not have 

enough delegate support to win the nomination. 

After winning the presidency, Obama named 

Clinton as Secretary of State. The issues of 

women’s rights and human rights gained added 

importance in U.S. policy due to her leadership. 

The aptly named “Hillary Doctrine” argues that 

women’s rights and violence against women 

should be considered issues that impact national 

security. In a pivotal moment at the Fourth 

World Conference on Women in Beijing, 

Clinton proclaimed “if there is one message that 

echoes forth from this conference, let it be that 

human rights are women’s rights and women’s 

rights are human rights once and for all.” 

Clinton also created the Global Hunger and 

Food Security Initiative. The mandate of the 

initiative is to battle hunger worldwide as a key 

part of U.S. foreign policy. Thus, rather than 

merely reacting to food shortage emergencies, 

the U.S. would proactively work to address the 

root causes of global hunger and food shortages. 

In her time as Secretary of State, Clinton 

participated in trade and diplomatic discussions 

with China, attempted to restart the Israeli-

Palestinian peace process, and attended the UN 

Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen.  

Clinton’s term as Secretary of State was not 

without controversy. On September 11, 2012, an 

attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission in 

Benghazi by militants resulted in the death of an 

ambassador and three other Americans. The 

attack brought with it a firestorm of controversy 

and became a major issue in the 2012 

presidential election campaign. A government 

review board was very critical of State 

Department officials in Washington for ignoring 

requests for more guards and safety upgrades in 

Benghazi. In a letter to Congress, Clinton says 

she accepted the report and would move to 

implement its 60 recommendations.  

Clinton finished her tenure with very high 

approval ratings. In fact, she was selected 

America’s most admired woman in 20 

successive Gallup polls. In her time as Secretary 

as State, she visited 112 countries, making her 

the most widely traveled secretary of state in 

history. Despite widespread popularity, her 

critics noted that there was no significant 

diplomatic breakthrough with Iran, Pakistan, 

Arab-Israeli relations and North Korea during 

her time in office. 

Email controversy 
In early March 2015, it was reported by the New 

York Times that Clinton had been using her 

private email to conduct some government 

business. This became a hot-button issue in her 

presidential campaign due to concerns about 

security, preservation of emails under the 

Freedom of Information Act, and the question of 

whether or not she had violated any laws. In 

response to the media attention, Clinton turned 

over 55 000 pages of emails to the State 

Department in December 2014. The State 

Department concluded that, based on a small 

sample of the contents of the private email 

account, that it was likely that there were 

hundreds of instances of classified information 

present in the non-secure email server. Clinton 
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and her campaign argued that the information 

was not classified “at the time.” However, 

information is considered classified if its 

disclosure would likely harm national security. 

An FBI probe and subsequent State Department 

investigation in 2016 recommended no charges 

be brought against Hillary even though 2,100 

emails were determined to be classified. The 

FBI says that Clinton was “extremely careless” 

in her handling of her email. On July 7, 2016, 

the State Department reopened its probe into the 

email controversy.  

Bid for 2016 Presidency 
Clinton won the Democratic Party nomination 

for president after defeating six candidates in a 

long and hard-fought campaign. Bernie Sanders, 

a senator from Vermont, kept the nomination 

interesting when he generated a groundswell of 

popular support and nearly took the nomination. 

Despite Saunders’s challenge, the Democratic 

National Convention officially nominated 

Clinton for president on July 26, 2016. She 

chose Virginia Senator Tim Kaine as her vice 

presidential candidate. 

This set the stage for her battle with Republican 

presidential candidate Donald Trump. Trump’s 

campaign has focused largely on voter 

dissatisfaction with the current state of the U.S. 

He claims that he will single-handedly make 

America “great again.” Some of his main 

campaign promises include building a wall to 

keep illegal immigrants from Mexico out of the 

U.S., cancelling major trade deals to help build 

up the U.S. economy, and keeping the U.S. safe 

by restricting Muslim immigration. He spends a 

lot of public speaking time smearing Hillary 

Clinton’s reputation and claiming that she 

should be in jail. 

On the other hand, Clinton’s campaign has 

focused on what Derek Thompson calls 

“optimistic incrementalism.” This involves 

making small changes through government 

policies and laws to improve the U.S. 

Clinton is currently leading in the polls, but time 

will tell if she is able to hold off Trump and win 

office. 

Donald Trump claims that Hillary Clinton wants 

to abolish the right to bear arms. At one rally 

he said it would be a “horrible day” if Clinton 

was elected and got to appoint a tie-breaking 

Supreme Court judge who might support gun 

control. He continued, “If she gets to pick her 

judges [there is] nothing you can do folks, 

although [for] the Second Amendment 

people—maybe there is—I don’t know.”  Why 

do you think this comment was met with 

widespread condemnation and even 

precipitated a meeting between the U.S. Secret 

Service and Trump’s campaign staff? 

Sources: 

Hillary Clinton Biography. (n.d.). Biography.com. 

Retrieved from biography.com. 

Merrifield, Carmen and Peter Mansbridge. (July 28, 2016). 

‘She had a strong drive’: How high school made Hillary 

Clinton a presidential contender. CBC News. Retrieved 

from cbc.ca/news/  

Biography: Hillary Rodham Clinton. (n.d.). PBS American 

Experience. Retrieved from 

pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/   

Thompson, Derek. (April 28, 2016). Trump versus Clinton: 

A battle between two opposite Americas. The Atlantic. 

Retrieved from theatlantic.com
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Activity 

1. With a partner, compare your highlighted text. What conclusions can be made regarding Hillary 

Clinton? What further questions do you have? 

2. Do you think Hillary Clinton has the experience to become an effective president? 

3. How do you think the scandals have affected her popularity and chances to become president? 

4. If Clinton were to win, do you think it would be because she is a great candidate or because voters 

consider her a better option than Donald Trump?  

Followup 

Explore front pages of various American newspapers from the day after Hillary Clinton won the 

Democratic presidential nomination. What view of Clinton was represented? Why do you think some 

papers featured her husband’s photo instead of her photo?  

You’ll find a collection of these front pages here: poynter.org/2016/front-pages-and-home-pages-mark-

hill-story/423392/   
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CLINTON VS. TRUMP  

A political campaign boils down to “selling” the candidate and their ideas. Political strategists must 

decide which issues are most important to voters, what will sway them, and how to make their candidate 

the most appealing (often while making their opponent look less appealing). Strategists combine media 

and advertising skills to create and deliver strong and persuasive messages. Voters must be mindful not to 

be easily manipulated by these messages since, by their very nature, these messages are meant to provoke 

strong emotion and not necessarily deep thinking. A voter cannot claim to be well-informed unless they 

look deeper into the actual campaign platforms that details what the candidate will change if they are 

elected leader. 

Task 

Consider the campaign platforms and messaging of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump by examining both 

their official websites and answering the questions below. 

hillaryclinton.com  

 

donaldjtrump.com  

1. Which website is more effective at engaging a viewer?  Why do you think so? 

2. Why is it important to have an effective official webpage? 

3. Which website has more information to inform a voter on important issues? 

4. How do both websites use images and words to persuade? 

5. Compare Trump and Clinton’s campaign slogans. Which one do you think is a better slogan and 

why? 

6. Compare the main categories of Trump’s issues versus Clinton’s issues. What do these categories tell 

you about what is important to each candidate? 

7. Create your own webpage, new campaign merchandise, or 30-second ad that would attempt to 

convince younger voters to vote for Clinton or Trump. 

 

Try This! 
You may also want to check out 

CBC’s Presidential Poll 

Tracker, an interactive feature that tracks 

the polling for U.S. presidential 

candidates Hillary Clinton and Donald 

Trump: cbcnews.ca/uspolltracker/  


