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In This Issue 

EU Refugee Crisis (Duration: 13:36) 
In 2015, an unprecedented number of people tried to illegally enter the Euro zone. In a desperate search 
for a better life, they arrived by land and sea in the thousands. Many of them did not survive the journey 
and the ones that did make it were not always welcome. 

News in Review Study Modules 

Syrian Refugees: A Humanitarian Crisis, 
March 2015 

ISIS: The Making of a Terrorist Organisation, 
October 2014 

A Look Back at International News, 
December 2013 

Crisis in Syria, October 2012 
The Bloodbath in Syria, February 2012 

  Related CBC Programs 

The Journey from Syria to Canada 
Landed: Six New Lives in Canada 
Refugee Camp: Simulating the Refugee 

Experience 
Refugee Students: The Lucky Ones 
Swimming to Freedom: The Incredible Story of 

Yahya Samatar (Audio) 
Syria: Behind Rebel Lines 
Syrian Refugee Crisis: Lessons from Vietnamese 

Boat People 
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Note to Teachers 
The classroom must promote a safe place for students to discuss sensitive issues such as persecution, war and 

death. Prepare students for the topics that will be discussed. Allow for individual reflective time in addition to 

small group activities where students can safely process their thoughts and emotions. Consider the importance of 

promoting student agency — What can I do? What can we do? 

VIDEO REVIEW 

Before Viewing 

Syria continues to experience a bloody 
civil war. This war has caused mass 
migration, with people fleeing death and 
destruction, both within and beyond the 
borders of Syria. 

TASK 1 
After reviewing the map, make note of 
the countries that Syria borders. 
Determine possible routes for refugees to 
escape Syria to get to Europe.  

TASK 2 
Consider the following September 2015 
statistics on Syrian refugees. What do 
these statistics reveal about the urgency 
and complexity of the situation? What 
questions arise from these statistics? 

Statistics to Consider 

Total Population of Syria 23 175 483

Syrian refugees 4 087 139

Internally displaced Syrians 7 632 500

People who need humanitarian aid inside Syria 12 200 000

Estimated number of Syrians killed in the conflict 191 000

Number of refugees worldwide 19 000 000

 

News in Review, March 2015 

For more background information 
on the Syrian war and the resulting 
refugee crisis, see our previous story 
on “Syrian Refugees: A 
Humanitarian Crisis”: 
curio.ca/en/video/syrian-refugees-a-
humanitarian-crisis-5457/ 
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Number of Syrian and non‐Syrian refugees 
arriving each day in August 2015 

Greece 3 000

Macedonia 2 000 – 2 500

Serbia 2 000 – 2 500

Hungary 2000

Total 9 000 – 10 000 per day

Source: Vox World (Sept 27, 2015). The Syrian Refugee Crisis, 
explained in one map. 

Viewing 

1. Half a million people tried to migrate to Europe in 2015.        True        False 

2. A thousand people have lost their lives trying to cross the waters of the Mediterranean. 
 True        False 

3. List three hardships and/or life-threatening circumstances facing refugees. 

 

 

 

4. Which countries are more accepting of Syrian refugees and which ones are blocking or restricting 
their access? 

 

 

5. Germany received 40 per cent of EU asylum seekers while Britain accepted only 4 per cent. 
 True        False 

6. What is the Canadian connection to the tragic story of Alan Kurdi? 

 

 

7. How many refugees did the European Union agree to resettle? 

 

Number of Syrian refugees in 
non‐EU countries 

Turkey 1 939 000 

Lebanon 1 114 000 

Jordan 629 200 

Iraq 248 503 

Egypt 132 375 

Libya 24 055 

Total 4 063 078 
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8. How much money was pledged to help improve refugee camps beyond Europe’s borders? 

 

 

After Viewing 

1. Did the video answer your questions arising from the Before Viewing activity (Task 2)? If not, what 
credible sources could you use to get answers? 

 

 

2. Some news reports and commentators have referred to the situation in Europe as “Europe’s migrant 
problem.” Explain the bias in such a label. 

 

 

 

3. Look up the online article and map:  

“Seeking a fair distribution of migrants in Europe.” New York Times, Sept 22, 2015. 

a) How does the European Union decide what would be a fair number of refugees to admit to each 
of its member states? 

 

 

b) Which countries are meeting the expectations for resettlement of refugees, and which countries 
are not? 

 

 

 

To show bias is to demonstrate 

a strong inclination or prejudice 

for one position over another.
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THE STORY 

The Syrian Conflict at a glance 
The Syrian Civil War has been raging 
for over four years. What started as 
anti-government protests eventually 
evolved into a bloody conflict 
between those loyal to Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad and those 
looking to see him ousted. As the war 
gained momentum, people found 
themselves fleeing their homes to 
avoid being caught in the crossfire. 
By 2015, almost eight million people 
had been displaced while over four 
million fled the country entirely. At a minimum, 
191 000 people have been killed as a result of 
the conflict. The Syrian crisis holds the record 
for the largest sum — $6.5 billion in 2013 — 
ever requested by UN agencies for a single 
humanitarian emergency. 

While the Syrian refugee crisis has made 
headlines, it has failed to create a groundswell of 
public support for refugee resettlement — that is 
until a set of photos of a single tragic event 
changed the way the rest of the world thought 
about this crisis.  

How a few photographs changed the world 
The photos that changed attitudes worldwide 
were those of a drowned three-year-old Syrian 
boy named Alan Kurdi, whose body had washed 
up on a beach in Turkey.  

A Turkish police officer, Mehmet Ciplak, 
spotted him on the beach. Alan was lying face 
down, with his head turned to one side like he 
was sleeping. Ciplak told journalists, “When I 
saw the baby on the beach, I approached and 
said to myself, ‘Dear God, I hope he’s alive.’ 
When I found out he was dead, I was crushed 
deep down inside. It was a terrible sight, it was a 
terrible loss.” 

Photojournalist Nilufer Demir decided to take 
pictures of Alan and Ciplak at the scene. Demir 
told the Wall Street Journal, “The only thing I 
could do was to make his scream heard. I hope 
something changes after today.”   

What happened to Alan Kurdi? 
Alan Kurdi, a Syrian Kurd, lived with his 
parents and brother in Kobani, a town near the 
Turkish border. Kobani had experienced months 
of heavy fighting between Islamic State (ISIS) 
and Syrian Kurdish forces so Alan’s parents 
decided to flee from the town. They made their 
way into Turkey with the eventual hope of 
migrating to Greece and, in time, move to 
Canada to live with Alan’s aunt. Young Alan 
drowned after the 15-foot boat ferrying him 
from the Turkish beach resort of Bodrum to the 
Greek Island of Kos capsized, killing 12 
passengers  including Alan’s 5-year old brother, 
Galib, and his mother, Reham. His father, 
Abdullah, was the only family member to 
survive. 

His journey from war-torn Syria was made in 
the hopes of a peaceful and stable life in Europe. 
His family had already fled from the city of 
Damascus to Aleppo before settling in Kobani. 
Abdullah Kurdi worked on construction sites for 
roughly $17.00 a day, but this wage wasn’t 
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enough for his family to live on. They depended 
on Abdullah’s sister, Tima Kurdi, who lives in 
Canada, for financial help. Tima said that she 
had begun wiring her brother money to help pay 
for the trip to Europe. Abdullah paid smugglers 
€4 000 (approximately $5 800 Cdn) for safe 
passage to Greece. Tima has expressed remorse 
at sending her brother the money that led to his 
family’s fatal voyage. 

The response to the photos of Alan 
All over the world, news agencies published a 
variety of photographs of Alan, accompanied by 
editorial outrage at the perceived inaction of 
wealthy nations to help refugees. Many world 
leaders claimed to be deeply moved by the 
photos and pledged to accept more refugees. 
Donations to refugee agencies also increased in 
the days and weeks following the publication of 
the tragic pictures. What had once been an 
abstract and distant problem to many people was 
made concrete and personal with photos of the 
dead body of Alan Kurdi. 

 

TASK 

1. Look at the photos of Alan Kurdi’s lifeless 
body (the photos can be viewed on the 
internet). Respond to the following 
questions based on the photos. 

a) What do you see? 

b) How do you feel? 

c) What do you wonder? 

d) What do you think? 

e) How could we solve the problem? 

2. Share your answers to the previous 
questions with a partner. Work together and 
consider the following questions: 

a) Why do you think that media outlets 
issued viewer warnings along with the 
photos of Alan Kurdi?  

b) Why do you think some people would 
object to the publication of the photos? 

c) Are these photos more impactful than 
reading the statistics about the Syrian 
civil war? Why or why not? 

d) One photojournalist stated that, if this 
photo had been of a group of drowned 
people, it would not have had the same 
impact. Do you agree or disagree with 
this statement? Why? 

e) Can you think of any other photographs 
that have had a powerful impact on you? 

f) What do you think you could do to help 
refugees?  

Related video 
Watch an interview that compares the story of 

Alan Kurdi to Judy Trihn, whose family escaped 

Vietnam in the 1970s. “Syrian refugee crisis: 

Lessons from Vietnamese boat people.” CBC 

Player, CBC.ca. Sept 11, 2015. (For Curio.ca 

subscribers: curio.ca/en/video/syrian‐refugee‐

crisis‐lessons‐from‐vietnamese‐boat‐people‐

7395/)
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Canada largely shut its doors to Jewish 

refugees from Europe, before, during 

and even after World War II. 

SHOULD CANADA BE PROUD OF ITS RESPONSE TO REFUGEES? 

TASK 
Read and compare the three case studies of Canada’s 
response to a refugee crisis. Write a paragraph that 
responds to the question, “Should Canada be proud of its 
response to refugees since 1945?” 

 

Asian‐Ugandans Refugees 
In 1972, the President of Uganda, Idi Amin, 
ordered the expulsion of the country’s Asian 
population. Amin said he had a dream 
instructing him to take this drastic step. The 
minority Asian population, roughly 50 000 
strong, was well-established economically. 
Resentment of their status had grown over time. 
Amin capitalized on this resentment and the 
Asian-Ugandans were told they had 90 days to 
leave the country.  

A team of Canadians was sent to Uganda to help 
relocate the refugees. When they arrived, they 
were surprised to find a 10-block line-up at the 
makeshift Canadian embassy. While refugees 
were supposed to be formally selected under the 
traditional “point system,” every person on the 
Canadian team was given the same message: 
humanitarian concerns outweigh all other 
considerations in the selection process. In other 
words, they were told to get these people out 
quickly because they were likely facing a death 
sentence if they didn’t get out. 

In a period of two months, the Canadian team 
screened, selected and transported over 6 000 
refugees to Canada. Upon their arrival in 
Canada, the Asian-Ugandan refugees were 
settled into their new homes across the country.  

This event galvanized the Canadian public. 
People organized support committees to meet 
the refugees and assist them with all aspects of 
their new lives in Canada.  

Canada’s efforts were second only to Britain, 
which took in about 30 000 refugees (mostly 
British nationals of Asian heritage who had been 
living in Uganda). India accepted about 4 500, 
the U.S. took 1 200 while various European 
countries also welcomed small numbers of 
refugees. 

Vietnamese Refugees 
In the mid-1970s, over one million Vietnamese 
people escaped persecution at the hands of a 
new Communist regime. They were dubbed the 
“boat people” since their only means of escape 
was by sea in tiny overcrowded vessels.  

The survivors of these trips sometimes ended up 
in refugee camps where they would live for 
years. Some were taken in by countries like 
Canada. Canadian Prime Minister Joe Clark 
committed to resettling 50 000 refugees, up from 
an original target of 12 000. The government 
used a program to allow churches and private 
groups to sponsor refugees with numbers to be 
matched by the government. By 1985, 110 000 
Vietnamese refugees had settled in Canada.  

Syrian Refugees 
Beginning in 2013, the Canadian government 
announced the goal of taking in 11 300 Syrian 
refugees by 2018. By September 2015, 2 500 
had arrived in Canada.  

During the 2015 federal election campaign, 
Stephen Harper pledged to bring an additional 
10  000 Syrian and Iraqi refugees to Canada if 
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re-elected. Liberal leader Justin Trudeau pledged 
that, if his party was elected, they would resettle 
25 000 Syrians by January 1, 2016. NDP party 
leader Thomas Mulcair made the highest 
commitment, vowing to bring 46 000 Syrian 
refugees to Canada over four years if elected. 
Members of his party encouraged him to 
consider doubling that number. 

Many Canadians criticized Stephen Harper’s 
response to the refugee crisis, claiming that it 
was inadequate in light of Canada’s 
humanitarian traditions and international 
commitments. Some critics suggested that 
Christian Syrians were more likely than Muslim 
Syrians to be approved to resettle in Canada. 
This accusation was denied by government 
officials since, according to international and 
Canadian human rights laws, refugee claims 
must be prioritized on need, not on religious 
affiliation. 

Canadians were recently surprised to learn that 
the Prime Minister’s Office told Canadian 
immigration officials to stop processing all UN-
referred refugees in the spring of 2015. The 
processing of privately sponsored refugees 
continued through this period. Stephen Harper 
denied his office vetted refugee applicants 
although he admitted that he ordered an audit of 
Syrian refugee claims to Canada to address 
security concerns. As a result of the audit, 
Syrians that were judged by the United Nations 
refugee agency to be in need of resettlement had 
to wait longer to come to Canada. In the midst of 
a federal election campaign, these new 
allegations polarized Canadians. Many 
Canadians argued that Canada could do more to 
help Syrian refugees and dismissed as misguided 
and discriminatory any claims that these 
refugees posed a terrorist threat. Other 
Canadians argued that Syrian refugees were 
being adequately assisted and that greater care 
should be taken when admitting people from this 
region of the world due to security concerns

Taking a closer look 
To understand the conditions and workings of a present‐day refugee camp, view the following: 

 “Turkey: Biggest Refugee Camp Opens.” United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. You’ll find 

the video on YouTube. Just type the video title in the search box. 

 “Syrian Refugees: A Humanitarian Crisis.” News in Review, March 2015. This story follows a day in 

the life of the over 80 000 refugees in the Za’atari refugee camp in Jordan: curio.ca/en/video/syrian‐

refugees‐a‐humanitarian‐crisis‐5457/ 

 

Canada accepts 10 000 to 14 000 refugees 

each year. On average, Canada admits 

250 000 immigrants yearly. 


