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VIDEO REVIEW 

Before viewing 

Paris — the city of lights — is one of the most visited cities in the world. It has a reputation for 
sophistication, fine food and wine, and refined culture. The serenity of Paris was shattered on November 
13, 2015, when terrorists killed 130 people and wounded over 400 others. What could have motivated the 
killers to commit such an atrocity? How could Paris respond to this tragedy? Keep these questions in 
mind while you watch the video. 

Viewing 

1. Why did sport officials continue the soccer game between Germany and France after suicide bombers 
blew themselves up outside the stadium? 

 

 

2. What psychological impact did the attacks have on Parisians? 

 

 

3. Why did the terrorists pick France for their attacks? 

 

 

4. How do recruitment videos from ISIS try to appeal to young people? 

 

 

5. What impact did the police raid on Saint-Denis have on the residents of the neighbourhood? 

 

 

6. Why do some critics feel that increased air strikes by both France and Britain will not defeat ISIS? 
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7. How did Parisians respond to the attacks once the initial shock wore off? 

 

 

After viewing 

1. Why do you think the terrorists targeted restaurants, concert halls and sports stadiums? 

 

 

 

2. How might the measures taken by the French government against ISIS result in more recruits for the 
terrorist group instead of its defeat? 
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THE STORY 

From pleasure to terror 
It was a busy night in Paris. Over 
80 000 people were jammed into the 
national football stadium for a soccer 
match between France and Germany 
in the city’s north end. Downtown, 
over a thousand music lovers packed 
the Bataclan theatre for a concert 
featuring Eagles of Death Metal. A 
short distance away, thousands of 
diners were enjoying a quiet meal in 
the elegant cafés and restaurants of 
Paris. 

Then, all hell broke loose.  
In a series of well-orchestrated terrorist attacks, 
a peaceful Parisian night was thrown into 
turmoil. Shortly after 9:00 pm, bombs exploded 
outside the national football stadium. French 
President Francois Hollande was at the game 
and he was quickly ushered away to safety. 
Meanwhile, in downtown Paris, gunmen opened 
fire outside a popular bar. Once they had 
inflicted as much damage as possible, they 
moved across the street and opened fire on a 
restaurant. Next, they hopped in their car, drove 
down the street, and attacked another bar and 
restaurant. Sometime during the chaos, one of 
the attackers detonated his suicide bomb vest 
outside a crowded restaurant. All this took place 
in just over a half hour with 40 people perishing 
in the attacks. 

But the worst was yet to come. 

Attack on the Bataclan 
At 9:45, gunmen stormed the Bataclan theatre. 
For fifteen minutes they terrorized concert goers, 
picking off as many of the 1 500 in attendance 
as they could. The Bataclan would be the site of 
the most gruesome killing spree. By the time the 
shooting stopped, 90 people lay dead on the 

theatre floor. When the police arrived, they 
killed one of the gunmen while two of the 
attackers died after detonating their bomb-ridden 
suicide vests. 

By the end of the night, 130 people were 
confirmed dead. Close to 400 people — a 
combination of those at the Bataclan and those 
affected in the initial attacks — were injured, 
some gravely.  

Some of the victims included: Asta Daikite, 35, 

who was killed while shopping with her 

nephew; Cedric Ginestou, 27, a management 

consultant; Christopher Neuet‐Shalter, 39, 

father of an eleven year old girl; David Perchirin, 

41, a school teacher; Halima and  Hodda Saadi, 

36 and 35, two sisters originally from Tunisia; 

Salah Emad El‐Gebaly, 28, an Egyptian visitor. 

Does reading the victims’ names make the 

tragedy more real for you? 

The French authorities respond 
As soon as the extent of the attacks became clear, 
President Hollande declared a state of emergency. 
This gave police expanded powers to detain 
individuals without warrants — a power they put to 
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work immediately as they began rounding up 
suspects. Raids were carried out in various parts of 
Paris as well as in other cities in France. In fact, 
raids took place in neighbouring Belgium and 
Germany as well. 

But it was one raid in particular that proved the 
most critical. Police pinpointed the main suspect in 
the Paris attacks to the neighbourhood of Saint-
Denis. They cornered the suspects and exchanged 
gunfire with them for hours. At one point, an 
explosion occurred that may have been the 
detonation of a suicide vest. By the end of the gun 
battle, the Paris attack ring leader was confirmed 
dead and a warrant was issued for a co-conspirator. 

In an effort to contain the situation, France’s border 
security was tightened. After ISIS declared 
responsibility for the attack, President Hollande 
ordered air strikes against ISIS positions in Syria. 
He made it clear: France was at war with ISIS. 

The attackers included: Salah Emad El‐Gebaly, 

28, a Frenchman born to Algerian parents; Salan 

Abdeslam, 26, a Belgian‐born French citizen 

who was still at large; Bilah Hadfi, 20, a Belgian 

citizen who had been radicalized in Belgium; 

Adbel Hamid Abaaoud, 27, the “mastermind” 

behind the attacks, who was killed during the 

police raid in Saint‐Denis. In all, three of the 

nine men involved in the attacks had returned 

to France after fighting for ISIS in Syria. 

Positive and negative reaction 
When the world learned about the horrible events 
in Paris, global reaction was swift and unified. 
World leaders, including Canada’s newly elected 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, condemned the 
attacks and offered France whatever support it 
needed. Intelligence agencies from various 
countries were mobilized to provide French 
authorities with any information that could lead to 
the arrest of suspects and potential attackers. 
Ordinary citizens paid their respects by signing 

books of condolences at French embassies around 
the world. Many gestures of solidarity were 
proudly displayed: Toronto’s CN Tower was lit up 
in the colours of the French flag; English soccer 
fans sang the French national anthem before a 
game between England and France; silent vigils 
were held to honour the victims. 

However, there were some disturbing responses as 
well. France’s right wing party, the National Front, 
demanded the government close mosques and 
expel dangerous foreigners and immigrants. Here 
in Canada, a Peterborough, Ontario, a mosque was 
set ablaze two days after the Paris attack — an 
action the police treated as a hate crime. Some 
citizens of Peterborough rallied to offer financial 
assistance and provide mosque-goers with a space 
for daily prayers. 

Many of the attackers were French citizens who 

had been radicalized. Some Parisian Muslims 

pointed to the crowded suburbs as a breeding 

ground for terrorism. Characterized by high 

youth unemployment and openly anti‐Muslim 

discrimination, some Paris suburbs are 

considered hotbeds for disorder and discontent. 

Parisians rebound 
A few weeks after the attacks, Parisians tried to 
return to some semblance of normalcy. President 
Hollande implored people to not let the terrorists 
intimidate them. He wanted Parisians to 
demonstrate that they could continue with their 
lives. Cafes and concert halls reopened and, 
although the effects of the attack did not totally 
disappear, the city proved it was determined to 
move on. The hash tag “#tousaubbistrot” (which 
means “everyone to the bar”) was used to 
encourage Parisians to once again frequent pubs, 
restaurants, bars and bistros. 

A proud Paris citizenry was determined to live 
up to their city motto, “Fluctuat Nec Mergitur” 
(tossed but not sunk). 
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Activities 

1. The terrorists involved in the Paris attacks were all under the age of thirty. Why would such young 
people commit these kinds of crimes? What can society do to combat the appeal of violent 
organizations? 

Follow up option: Compare your views to the views included the article “What Motivates 

Terrorists” in the June 9, 2015, edition of The Atlantic. 

theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/06/terrorism‐isis‐motive/395351/ 

2. President Hollande declared war on ISIS and called on his NATO allies to join in the fight. How is 
this war different from previous conflicts? How can governments defeat terrorist groups that do not 
fight in the traditional manner involving large standing armies, but instead rely on individuals and 
small groups to launch attacks around the world? 

3. One result of the attacks in Paris was a backlash against newly arrived immigrants from the Middle 
East. One journalist warned that such a backlash actually worked in favour of ISIS: 

“The most immediate victory for ISIS would be a reversal of Europe's softening stance on 
refugees. Tolerance, openness, a commitment to human dignity: these are exactly the things that ISIS 
does not want to see, and it has surely been watching.”* 

a) In your own words, explain the journalist’s warning. 

b) Why would ISIS oppose tolerance and openness? 

*Source: Penny, Laura (November 19, 2015). If the West closes its borders, the terrorists have won. News Statesmen. 
Retrieved from newstatesman.com 

4. How can potential terrorist attacks be prevented? What should citizens watch for and do to eliminate 
terrorist threats? Brainstorm some ideas with a partner or group. Compare your suggestions to the 
ones posted on the following RCMP web page on National Security Awareness. How does your list 
compare to the police site? What suggestions surprised you and/or worried you? 

rcmp‐grc.gc.ca/pubs/nsci‐ecrsn/1‐800‐eng.htm 


