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VIDEO REVIEW 

Before viewing 

1. Work with a partner and brainstorm as many words and phrases as you can in answer to the question, 
“Who should lead?” Share your list with others in your class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. After sharing your thoughts with the class, return to your list, make revisions if you wish, and choose 
what you feel are the top three (3) qualities of a good leader. 

   

3. While watching the video, keep note of whether Donald Trump demonstrates any of the qualities that 
you have chosen as important for a leader. 

Viewing 

1. Most of Trump’s supporters are Republicans who are angry with the traditional Republican Party. 

 True        False 

2. Trump supporters come from which of the following groups? 

  a) The Tea Party  

  b) Conservatives 

  c) Libertarians 

  d) All of the above 

3. Donald Trump wants the U.S. to build a wall to keep Mexicans out and make Mexico pay for it.        

 True        False 

4. Why did conflict erupt in the audience during Trump’s speech? 

 

 

5. a) What are the main beliefs of the Traditionalist Worker’s Party? 
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5. b) Why does the Traditionalist Worker’s Party support Trump? 

 

 

6. How has Trump’s reality show The Apprentice impacted his current bid for the presidency? 

 

 

7. What does Tana Geortz believe that Trump thinks of white nationalist support? 

 

 

8. What two words would you use to describe Trump-supporter Ed Hunter’s thinking about change in 
America? 

   

After viewing 

1. Does Donald Trump exhibit any of the traits of a leader that you listed in the Before Viewing 
activity? Which ones does he exhibit? If you don’t think he exhibits any of the traits, why do you 
think people are supporting his leadership aspirations?  

 

 

 

2. Donald Trump is considered a master of social media, especially Twitter. Peruse his most recent 
Tweets. Why do you think he is so popular on social media? 

 

 

According to political fact checker Angie Drobnic Holan (who edits the website PolitiFact), Donald Trump’s 

record on truth and accuracy is astonishingly poor. Drobnic Holan says, “So far, we’ve fact‐checked more than 

70 Trump statements and rated fully three‐quarters of them as Mostly False, False or “Pants on Fire” (we 

reserve this last designation for a claim that is not only inaccurate but also ridiculous).”  

Source: Drobnic Holan, Angie (Dec. 11, 2015). All politicians lie. Some more than others. The New York Times. Retrieved from 
www.nytimes.com 
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THE STORY 

Minds on 

1. What do you know about Donald Trump’s life before he became a presidential candidate? 

2. Do you think a successful business person would make a good president? Why or why not? 3.What 
career and life experience do you think would benefit a presidential candidate? 

 

Excitement and 
controversy 
Donald Trump is a billionaire 
who is running for the office of 
President of the United States. 
His campaign has caused 
considerable excitement and 
controversy. Americans seem 
to be polarized into two camps: 
Trump-haters and Trump-
champions. So who is Donald 
Trump and why is he igniting 
such passionate feelings among 
U.S. voters? 

Roots in real estate 
Donald Trump was born in Queens, New York, 
in 1946. His father was a successful real estate 
developer. Trump did extremely well 
academically, athletically, and as a leader during 
his time as a student at the New York Military 
Academy. He went on to graduate from 
university with a degree in economics. Trump 
followed in his father’s footsteps by becoming a 
real estate developer and investor. “Trump” has 
become a well-known worldwide brand when it 
comes to things like lavish hotels, casinos and 
business complexes. 

Celebrity status 
In the 1980s and 1990s, Trump emerged as a 
business celebrity whose controversial financial 
dealings put him in the media spotlight. To this 
day, Trump has sought out and enjoyed the 

spotlight, viewing the attention as an effective 
way to further his business dealings. He is also 
the author of many best-selling business books 
that reflect his signature egocentric, bombastic, 
and entertaining beliefs. His books include: “The 
Art of the Deal” (1987), “Surviving at the Top” 
(1990), “How to Get Rich” (2004), and “Think 
Big and Kick Ass in Business” (2007). 

The Apprentice 
Trump rose to major celebrity status after he 
started hosting the popular reality show The 
Apprentice where business savvy contestants 
competed to win cash prizes and/or a position in 
one of Trump’s companies. In 2008, sports and 
entertainment celebrities became the contestants 
in the new and wildly popular Celebrity 
Apprentice. One of the highlights of the each 
episode was Trump’s proclamation “You’re 
Fired!” to the defeated contestant. Fans of the 
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show admired Trump’s honesty, wit, toughness 
and business smarts. The combination of both 
shows ran for 14 seasons. 

Flirting with the presidency 
Trump has flirted with the idea of becoming the 
President of the United States for years. He ran 

an exploratory campaign in 2000, seeking the 
nomination of the Reform Party (U.S.A.) but 
withdrew from the race. Then in, June 2015, he 
announced that he was running for president. He 
remains the leader in public opinion polls for the 
Republican nomination. 

 

To consider 

1. Return to your list of the qualities of a good leader. Now you have the News in Review video and the 
brief biography of Donald Trump acting as background information. With all that you have learned in 
mind, do you think Trump has demonstrated the qualities of a good leader? 

2. What further questions do you have regarding Trump in order to decide if he would make a good 
president?  

The first stage of a presidential campaign is the nomination process where candidates from the same 

party compete with each other to become leader. The candidate must win delegates and persuade 

potential voters in general. It is not until the national party convention (held in July of an election year) 

that party members vote for their president and vice presidential nominees. 
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THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 

Minds on 

What do you think may be the most important factors in running a successful presidential campaign? 
Money? Persuasive ideas? Intelligence? Charisma? Good looks? Positive media coverage? Endorsements 
from other admired people? Explain your choices. 

Trump: In his own words 
In June 2015, Donald Trump announced that he was running for president. He remains the leader in 
public opinion polls for the Republican nomination, running far ahead of Texas Senator Ted Cruz and 
one-time frontrunner Jeb Bush (son of former President George Bush and brother of former president 
George W. Bush). Many people continue to wonder how Trump managed to rise to the top of the 
campaign and whether or not he has the political savvy to win the nomination (and ultimately the 
presidency). 

Below are excerpts from Donald Trump’s June 16, 2015, speech announcing his candidacy for president. 

Activity while reading 
Take notes on the following questions as you read Trump’s speech: 

a) How would you describe Trump’s use of persuasive 
language, especially hyperbole?  

b) What are the main arguments he puts forward in support 
for his bid for the presidency?  

c) What “promises” does he make to improve the state of 
affairs in the U.S.?  

d) What type of voter might his speech appeal to and why?  

e) What type of voter might his speech offend and why? 

 
THE SPEECH 

“Our country is in serious trouble. We don’t have victories anymore. We used to have victories, but 
we don’t have them. When was the last time anybody saw us beating, let’s say, China in a trade deal? 
They kill us. I beat China all the time. All the time. 

When did we beat Japan at anything? They send their cars over by the millions, and what do we do? 
When was the last time you saw a Chevrolet in Tokyo? It doesn’t exist, folks. They beat us all the time. 

When do we beat Mexico at the border? They’re laughing at us, at our stupidity. And now they are 
beating us economically. They are not our friend, believe me. But they’re killing us economically. 

The U.S. has become a dumping ground for everybody else’s problems.” 

Hyperbole is an extreme 

exaggeration found in statements like 

“I have a hundred hours of 

homework!” Donald Trump is very 

fond of using hyperbole in his speech 

and writing. Highlight examples of 

hyperbole in his announcement 

speech. 
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“…When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their best. They’re not sending you. They’re not 
sending you. They’re sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re bringing those problems with us. 
They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And some, I assume, are good people. 

It’s coming from more than Mexico. It’s coming from all over South and Latin America, and it’s coming 
probably— probably— from the Middle East. But we don’t know. Because we have no protection and we 
have no competence, we don’t know what’s happening. And it’s got to stop and it’s got to stop fast.” 

“… Islamic terrorism is eating up large portions of the Middle East. They’ve become rich. I’m in 
competition with them.” 

“… I will be the greatest jobs president that God ever created. I tell you that. 

I’ll bring back our jobs from China, from Mexico, from Japan, from so many places. I’ll bring back our 
jobs, and I’ll bring back our money. 

Right now, think of this: We owe China $1.3 trillion. We owe Japan more than that. So they come in, they 
take our jobs, they take our money, and then they loan us back the money, and we pay them in interest, 
and then the dollar goes up so their deal’s even better. 

How stupid are our leaders? How stupid are these politicians to allow this to happen? How stupid are they?” 

“…So the reporter said to me the other day, “But, Mr. Trump, you’re not a nice person. How can you 
get people to vote for you?” 

I said, “I don’t know.” I said, “I think that number one, I am a nice person. I give a lot of money away to 
charities and other things. I think I’m actually a very nice person.” 

But, I said, “This is going to be an election that’s based on competence, because people are tired of these 
nice people. And they’re tired of being ripped off by everybody in the world. And they’re tired of 
spending more money on education than any nation in the world per capita, than any nation in the world, 
and we are 26th in the world, 25 countries are better than us in education. And some of them are like third 
world countries. But we’re becoming a third world country, because of our infrastructure, our airports, 
our roads, everything.” 

“…So we have to rebuild our infrastructure, our bridges, our roadways, our airports. You come into 
La Guardia Airport, it’s like we’re in a third world country. You look at the patches and the 40-year-old 
floor. They throw down asphalt, and they throw. 

You look at these airports, we are like a third world country. And I come in from China and I come in 
from Qatar and I come in from different places, and they have the most incredible airports in the world. 
You come back to this country and you have LAX, disaster. You have all of these disastrous airports. We 
have to rebuild our infrastructure. 

Save Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security without cuts. Have to do it. 
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“Get rid of the fraud. Get rid of the waste and abuse, but save it. People have been paying it for years. 
And now many of these candidates want to cut it. You save it by making the United States, by making us 
rich again, by taking back all of the money that’s being lost. 

Renegotiate our foreign trade deals. 

Reduce our $18 trillion in debt, because, believe me, we’re in a bubble. We have artificially low interest 
rates. We have a stock market that, frankly, has been good to me, but I still hate to see what’s happening. 
We have a stock market that is so bloated. 

Be careful of a bubble because what you’ve seen in the past might be small potatoes compared to what 
happens. So be very, very careful. 

And strengthen our military and take care of our vets. So, so important. 

Sadly, the American dream is dead. 

But if I get elected president I will bring it back bigger and better and stronger than ever before, and we 
will make America great again. 

Thank you. Thank you very much.” 

Source: Trump, Donald (June 16, 2015). Here’s Donald Trump’s Presidential Announcement Speech. Time. Retrieved from 
www.time.com 

 
To consider 

1. Watch a video of Trump’s speech in its entirety. In your opinion, does watching Trump speaking 
change the effectiveness of the speech? Explain why or why not? 

2. Compare Trump’s speech to Barack Obama’s speech announcing his presidential campaign. 

3. Research popular “Donald Trump” quotes. Numerous publications include articles highlighting some 
of Trump’s most controversial quotes. Choose two of the quotes and give a personal response to them 
from your political perspective. 

In December 2015, Trump ignited a huge controversy when he called for a “total and complete 

shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country’s representatives can figure out what 

is going on.” A week later, at a Republican leadership debate, he defended his position on Muslim 

immigration, saying, “They’re not coming to this country if I’m president. And if Obama has brought 

some to this country they are leaving, they’re going, they’re gone.” Why were these comments 

considered to be controversial? 

 


