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The Brexit Referendum: Britain Versus the EU (Duration 18:16) 
When the European Union was formed it was supposed to unite the member states of Europe in trade and 

finance. But critics argued it was holding Britain back. In the summer of 2016, the United Kingdom held 

a referendum to determine if it should remain. That campaign was called Brexit, and it has divided the 

British people as much as any controversy could. 
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VIDEO REVIEW 

Before Viewing 

1. Why do you think a nation might want to join a union with other nations? 

 

 

2. What do you know about the European Union (EU)? 

 

 

3. Sometimes a group of nations will sign a treaty to look out for each other’s mutual economic and 

political interests. Why do you think a country might want to leave a group like this? 

 

 

4. Do you know anyone who lived or lives in an EU member state?  What is their perspective on the EU? 

 

 

Viewing 

1. What year did Britain gain membership in the EU? 

 

2. What is one argument for Britain to remain in the EU? 

 

 

3. President Obama argued that Britain should stay in the EU.       � True       � False 

4. Jo Cox, a U.K. Labour MP, was murdered by a man shouting “Britain First!”       � True       � False 

 

5. What percentage of voters took part in the referendum? 

6. Who resigned as a result of the referendum vote? 
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7. What second referendum may occur as a result of the Brexit vote? 

 

8. Most young people voted to remain in the EU.       � True       � False  

9. What was one immediate negative economic consequence of the vote to leave the EU? 

 

 

10. Racist acts and hate crimes increased dramatically in Britain after the Yes vote.     � True     � False 

11. Who is the new prime minister of Britain? 

 

 

After Viewing 

1. What do you think is the best argument for leaving the EU? 

 

 

 

2. What do you think is the best argument for remaining in the EU? 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think hate crimes increased after the Yes vote? 

 

 

 

The first draft of the question to be used on the British referendum was "Should the United Kingdom 

remain a member of the European Union?"  However, after considerable debate, the question was 

changed to, "Should the United Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or leave the 

European Union?" Why do you think it was changed to the second question? 
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THE STORY 

Minds On 

Britain votes to leave the EU 
In an effort to settle the EU question once and 

for all, British Prime Minister David Cameron 

played a high-risk political game in calling for a 

national referendum to decide whether Britain 

should remain or leave the EU While there were 

some vocal opponents of the EU in parliament, 

especially in the Conservative and U.K. 

Independence Party, there was no pressing need 

for Cameron to call for a referendum on this 

issue. However, once Cameron made his move, 

an intense debate ensued that focused on the 

EU’s migration and economic policies. 

During the so-called Brexit campaign, David 

Cameron promised to renegotiate some 

contentious aspects of Britain’s EU membership. 

These included bringing an end to migrant 

access to in-work benefits for four years, an end 

to child benefit payments to the children of 

migrants living overseas and restriction of free 

movement for citizens of new EU states until 

their economies develop. 

For months, Britons were told by national and 

international political and economic leaders that 

leaving the EU would be a catastrophic mistake. This 

campaign, dubbed “Project Fear,” lost out to the Leave 

campaign that focused on a need to limit immigration 

and protect borders in order to preserve culture and the 

“British” way of life. The debate that ensued was very 

heated and split voters by region and age. While polls 

showed the two sides were very close, no one 

expected the final result. 

When we refer to Britain, we are actually taking 

a bit of short cut. Instead we should be saying 

the United Kingdom of Britain and Northern 

Ireland (commonly condensed into the acronym 

U.K.). The U.K. consists of four individual 

countries: England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. For the most part these 

countries govern themselves. However, they 

are united under the U.K. umbrella when it 

comes to things like foreign policy and EU 

membership. 

The results and impact 
When the results were tallied, shock was felt 

worldwide since most political analysts and 

British voters (including the Leave supporters!) 

thought that the Remain side would win. 

However, the final count put the Leave side at 

52 per cent and the Remain side at 48 per cent. 

The results showed some interesting divisions. 

Voters that lived in cities voted to stay while 

those in rural areas voted to leave. Younger 

The British campaign and 

ensuing vote to leave the 

European Union (EU) has been 

referred to as Brexit. The term 

Brexit is an abbreviation of the 

words “Britain” and “exit.” On 

June 23, 2016, Britain voted to 

leave the EU by are margin of 52 

per cent to 48 per cent. Voter turnout was 71.8 

per cent with over 30 million Britons voting in 

the referendum. 
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voters voted overwhelmingly to remain in the 

EU while those over 60 wanted to get out. 

Scottish and Northern Irish voters voted to stay, 

raising questions as to whether the referendum 

would inspire both countries to try to break 

away from the U.K. 

The day after the referendum, the British pound 

was trading at a 31-year low. David Cameron 

was dubbed the villain who brought disaster to 

Britain and announced his intention to step down 

as prime minister. Theresa May, an opponent of 

the Leave campaign, was appointed as the new 

Conservative Leader and prime minister charged 

with the task of negotiating Britain’s exit from 

the EU. Leaders of the Leave campaign also 

bowed out of a potential leadership race, 

seemingly stunned by the results of the vote. The 

referendum was a “political earthquake” in 

Britain and its full effects remain to be seen. 

 

The Brexit Debate at-a-glance

 
1. Cheaper goods and services due to tax-free 

trading among members. 

2. Citizens are free to move from one country to 

another to travel, study, work or live. 

3. Poorer regions can benefit from economic 

assistance. 

4. More political clout in international affairs. 

5. Workers rights are protected by the European 

Working Time Directive which guarantees hours 

of work, holidays, break times, etc. 

6. More opportunities for jobs and education. 

7. Promotes peace between nations. 

8. Doesn’t interfere in member states language and 

culture. 

9.  Shared wealth between richer and poorer nations 

keeps some nations from becoming too powerful 

and others from becoming too weak. 

 
1. Expensive to be a member. 

2. Wealth must be shared with poorer nations. 

3. Not all policies are efficient. 

4. The euro has not been adopted by all members. 

5. Overcrowding in certain nation’s cities because 

of the EU’s open migration rules. 

6. It is difficult to leave the EU. 

7. The EU has jurisdiction over some aspects of 

member governments. 

8. Lack of national control over immigration. 

Sources:  

1. Occupy Theory. (October 9, 2014). Advantages and Disadvantages of the European Union. Retrieved from occupytheory.org/. 

2. Ross, T. (March 6, 2016). Boris Johnson’s fury over EU bullying scandal. The Telegraph. 

3. Future of Working. (May 29, 2015). 11 Advantages and Disadvantages of the European Union. Retrieved from 

futureofworking.com/. 

The advantages of staying in the EU

The disadvantages 
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To Consider  

1. Do you think the advantages of being a member of the EU outweigh the disadvantages of not being in 

the EU for Britain? Why or why not? 

 

Try This! 
1. Conduct further research on a single Brexit issue (i.e. security, education, work and pay, 

consumer affairs, cost of membership, travel etc.). The BBC’s website “U.K. and the EU: Better off 

out or in?” is a good research source: bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32793642. Create a digital poster 

(using an app such as Glogster) that summarizes the results of your research and that provides your 

analysis as to whether Britain should have remained in or left the EU based on your specific issue. 

2. Create an EDpuzzle, an annotated and interactive video, at: edpuzzle.com/  

*Create an account and using the EDpuzzle search options select YouTube and search on “Brexit 

CBC” to bring up a range of CBC News stories on Brexit. 

The official language of the EU is English. Do you think this is a good policy?  Why or why not? 

 


