


OCTOBER 2015 

 

 

Credits 
News in Review is produced by CBC News 

Resource Guide Writer/Editor: Sean Dolan 

Host: Michael Serapio 

Packaging Producer: Marie-Hélène Savard 

Associate Producer: Agathe Carrier 

Supervising Manager: Laraine Bone 

Visit us at our website at curio.ca/newsinreview, where you will find an electronic version of this resource 
guide and an archive of all previous News in Review seasons. As a companion resource, we recommend that 
students and teachers access CBC News Online, a multimedia current news source that is found on the CBC’s 
home page at cbc.ca/news/. 

Closed Captioning 
News in Review programs are closed captioned for the hearing impaired, for English as a Second Language 
students, or for situations in which the additional on-screen print component will enhance learning. 

CBC Learning authorizes the reproduction of material contained in this resource guide for educational 
purposes. Please identify the source. 

News in Review is distributed by: 

CBC Learning | Curio.ca, P.O. Box 500, Stn A, Toronto, ON, Canada M5W 1E6 | www.curio.ca 

Copyright © 2015 Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Rhino Wars: Saving Africa's Gentle Giants (Duration: 15:37) 
Despite surviving millions of years on this planet, the African Rhino could become extinct within the next 
10 years. Sought after for the mythical properties of their horn, rhino poaching is as lucrative as drug 
dealing. The rhino kill rate has now surpassed the birth rate and conservationists are struggling to win this 
battle. 

News in Review Study Modules 

B.C. Wolf Cull: Saving Endangered Caribou? 
April 2015 

Trying to Save the World’s Amphibians, 
November 2009 

  Related CBC Programs 

Africa on the Move: The Modern Warrior 
Billion Dollar Caribou 
Blood on the Ice 
Hunting the Sperm Whale 
Mission Biodiversity 
Safe Haven for Chimps 
Sumatra’s Elephants 
Trek of the Titans 
Zoo Revolution 



News in Review – October 2015 – Teacher Resource Guide 

RHINO WARS: Saving Africa's Gentle Giants 

News in Review ∙ CBC Learning ∙ curio.ca/newsinreview 1 

 

VIDEO REVIEW 

Before viewing 

Consider the following questions 
before watching the video: 

1. How far would you be willing to 
go if you or someone you love 
were diagnosed with cancer?  

 

 

 

2. Would there be a limit on how much you would spend or how far you would travel to seek a cure? 
Explain your limits. 

 

 

3. What if someone told you about a special compound that could only be obtained by hunting and 
killing an animal that was on the verge of extinction? How would you react? What would you do? 

 

 

4. Would you agree to the killing of an animal to obtain something that could potentially provide a 
cancer cure? Why or why not? 

 

 

Viewing 

1. What does the word “rhino” mean?  

 

2. Why is the African rhino facing extinction? 

 



OCTOBER 2015 – RHINO WARS: SAVING AFRICA'S GENTLE GIANTS

 

News in Review ∙ CBC Learning ∙ curio.ca/newsinreview 2 

 

3. What is Johan Jooste’s job at Kruger National Park? 

 

4. How many rhinos is Jooste’s team trying to protect? 

 1 000         8 000         15 000 

5. Why is the rhino an important feature of South African economy? 

 

 

6. What role are drones playing in the fight to protect African wildlife?  

 

 

7. What does Jooste believe is the root of the rhino poaching problem?  

 

 

8. Rhino horns can fetch up to $60 000 (USD) per kilogram, with a typical haul from a slaughtered rhino 
worth hundreds of thousands of dollars.         True        False 

9. Chief Conservationist Simon Naylor of the &Beyond Phinda Game Reserve has managed to preserve 
all but three of the 200 rhinos living in his park. What two key approaches does he believe have 
helped him to do this?  

 

 

10. How much does Phinda pay for security each month?  

 

11. Why do experts believe that the battle to protect the rhino will be a long and protracted one?  

 

 

12. a) Why do some experts advocate legalizing rhino horn trading?  
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b) Why do opponents of this prospect say legalization will not solve the problem?  

 

 

13. Johan Jooste believes that moving rhinos into protection zones will do little to help save them from 
poachers.         True        False 

14. According to the experts, how many rhinos are being killed every eight hours of every day?  

 

 

15. How many rhinos were killed in 2014?   

 

Poaching refers to the illegal hunting and catching of wildlife. For example, people who kill rhinos to 

harvest their horns are referred to as poachers. 

After viewing 

The demand for rhino horn rapidly rose in 2008 after a rumour surfaced in Vietnam. Apparently, a public 
figure (who no one has been able to identify) used rhino horn powder to cure their cancer (the type of 
cancer is not known either). The rumour led to a huge spike in demand for horn, with the rhino kill rate 
going through the roof.  

1. What does the power of the “cancer cure” rumour tell you about people’s intense desire to stay 
healthy and defeat death?  

 

 

2. The merits of rhino horn are dubious at best. The scientific community has weighed in on the topic 
and pretty much said: if rhino horn could cure cancer, don’t you think we’d be using it?! Why are 
some people so reluctant to accept this position? Why do they continue to seek rhino horn despite the 
lack of scientific evidence that it works? 
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THE STORY 

Minds on 

There are five species of rhinos in the world. They are: 

Species of rhinoceros  Population  Status 
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White  20 160  The main target of poachers, the white rhino is now being 
threatened by extinction.  

Black 4 880 These sub-Saharan rhinos are considered critically 
endangered. In fact, Africa’s western black rhino subspecies 
was already declared extinct in 2011. 

Greater One-Horned 2 700 This species of rhino is considered vulnerable to extinction. 
They are now a protected species in India and Nepal. 

Sumatran 250 (approx.) These rhinos are now critically endangered. They inhabit 
Indonesia and Malaysia.  

Javan 30 (approx.) Poachers killed the last Javan rhino in Vietnam in 2010. The 
remaining 30 live in Indonesia. This species of rhino is also 
considered critically endangered. 

1. Poaching is essentially the illegally hunting of animals for the purpose of deriving some sort of profit. 
Can you think of any reasons why poachers would want to hunt rhinos?  

2. Why are white rhinos considered the main targets of poachers? 

3. What do you think can be done to protect endangered rhinos? 

In cold blood 
They track their prey across the savannah and 
then gun them down in cold blood. Many times 
the rhinos are still alive when the poachers hack 
off their horns and leave them to die. The 
corpses of the hornless beasts are left for the 
hyenas to consume. Such is the fate of the white 
and black rhinos of South Africa, home to 80 per 
cent of the continents rhinoceros population.  

Poachers 
Conservationists are raising the alarm as the 
rhino population has plummeted from 500 000 
in 1900 to just 30 000 today. The biggest 
problem is the illegal trade in rhino horn. 
Poachers in South Africa hunt rhinos wherever 

they can find them — even on protected wild 
life reserves — for the sole purpose of 
harvesting the animal’s valuable horns. Worth 
50 per cent more than gold, a kilogram of rhino 
horn can fetch up to $100 000 — with the 
average rhino providing two to four kilograms of 
horn. The poaching frenzy has seen the South 
African rhino death rate soar from 13 in 2007 to 
1 215 in 2014.  

In cold blood is an idiom that means with 

cruel or malicious intent; or without feeling. 

An idiom is an expression that is intended to 

mean something different from the literal 

meaning of the words expressed. 
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Cancer cure? 
So why are rhino horns such hot commodities? 
It appears the main source for the demand comes 
from Asia. About 2 000 years ago, Chinese 
medicine promoted rhino horn as a bit of a cure 
all and it appears the claim has maintained its 
appeal — despite the fact that the science isn’t 
there to back up its positions. The current hot 
market for rhino horn is Vietnam where a 
rumour surfaced a few years back that a high 
profile politician was cured of cancer after 
taking rhino powder. The rumour is so sketchy 
that journalists have not been able to identify the 
politician or the cancer from which she/he 
suffered. However, the rumour caught on like 
wild fire and the demand for medicinal rhino 
horn has surged in Vietnam where claims of its 
healing power are plentiful. Proponents of rhino 
horn powder believe the compound can beat a 
fever, cure gout and fight a myriad of other 
ailments. Some also propose that it is a hangover 
cure and an aphrodisiac.  

Waging war on the poachers 
Rhino poachers usually work for organized 
gangs who are able to smuggle the horns out of 
South Africa to the Asian market. The poachers 
themselves are drawn to the hunt by money — 
enough money to raise them from the depths of 
poverty and to keep them from worrying too 
much about the penalties should they get caught. 
In other words, poachers and their bosses are 
very motivated to continue to use whatever 
means at their disposal to acquire rhino horns. In 
order to counter the poachers, South African 
authorities and private game reserves have 
established military-style security to protect the 
animals. Besides heavily armed guards, rhino 
protectors are using electronic surveillance, GPS 
rhino tag monitoring, rhino body cameras, and 
helicopters and drones for surveillance in an 
effort to keep the poachers at bay. Still, the 
poachers are winning, with 2015 projected to be 
the worst year on record and the potential 
extinction of one of Africa’s most iconic animals 
approaching at an alarming pace.  

To consider 

1. Why is rhino horn such a valuable commodity?  

2. What role does rumour play in the growing rhino horn market? 

3. Some experts believe that the rising demand for rhino horn in Vietnam comes from two 
developments: the rising middle and upper classes (the number of multimillionaires in Vietnam grew 
by 150 per cent between 2008 and 2013) and rising cancer rates (up over 20 per cent each year). Why 
do the experts believe these two developments are increasing the demand for rhino horns?  

4. In South Africa’s Greater Kruger National Park, 26 unarmed women work with 29 armed guards to 
patrol the 40 000 hectares of Balule nature reserve. Their job is to protect the rhino population from 
poachers. The women, called the Black Mambas, are highly trained in tracking and combat. Their 
salaries are paid by donations. They are credited with using diplomatic, community-building 
strategies to glean information from locals to stave off rhino killers. In one 10-month period, Balule 
didn’t lose a rhino to poachers, while a neighbouring reserve lost 23. Why do you think the Black 
Mambas are having so much success in the battle to protect the rhinos of Balule?  

In the first four months of 2015, nearly 400 rhinos were killed in South Africa. A projected kill total 

(and new high) of 1 600 is anticipated for the year. 
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LEGALIZING RHINO HORN TRADING 

Poachers illegally track and kill rhinos. They 
usually take them down with rifles and then, when 
they get close enough, finish them off with a few 
extra shots. After immobilizing the animal, they 
hack off the rhino’s horns and leave the corpse 
behind to rot. The horns are then smuggled out of 
the country and sold on the black market. Rhino 
breeder John Hume says the poaching of rhinos 
could be stopped in its tracks if the South African 
government would simply legalize the sale of 
horns.  

Hume owns two private rhino reserves in South 
Africa. His 1 157 rhinos are protected by a small 
militia of heavily armed guards. Hume says his 
security costs exceed $300 000 (CDN) a month — 
a prospect that he says will eventually bankrupt 
him unless the South African government allows 
him to sell some of the four-tonnes of rhino horn he 
has in storage. Hume’s haul of rhino horn is 
believed to be worth in excess of $250 million.  

How did he amass this stockpile? Since 2002, 
Hume has acquired rhino horns by anesthetizing his 
rhinos and using a power-saw to cut off the horns 
three inches above the base. Done properly, the 
horns will grow back in two to three years. In other 
words, Hume essentially farms or harvests rhino 
horn with the preservation of his crash (or group) of 
rhinos as his top priority. 

According to Hume, if the practice is legalized, the 
poaching of rhinos will end. He outlines the 
essential difference between a long-term farming 
approach and a short-term poaching approach. 

Farmers play the long game: reaping profits 
gradually and consistently with the survival of the 
rhino central to the strategy. Poachers play the short 
game: turning a quick profit with no regard for the 
life of the rhino. 

Once a farming approach is adopted and 
implemented, the market will shift away from black 
market smugglers to legitimate business 
enterprises. While some worry that farming rhino 
horn will drive the cost of the commodity up (it 
costs $600 to anesthetize a rhino while a poachers 
rifle and bullets costs a pittance by comparison), 
Hume argues that legalization will lead to the 
preservation of the species. He says, “Let’s put it 
this way: The demand [for rhino horn] is currently 
being supplied by dead rhinos. Do people want to 
continue that?” Besides, farming rhino horn is a 
sustainable practice that, with proper government 
oversight and enforcement, will make the already 
lucrative trade in rhino horn profitable for farmers. 
John Hume’s message to opponents of legalization 
is this: “They hate that old saying: ‘If it pays, it 
stays’ but it’s true. Show me an animal that has 
gone extinct by being bred profitably.” 

It appears Hume’s position is gaining steam. The 
South African government is considering pushing 
for the legalization of rhino horn trading. If this 
happens, advocates for legitimate trade believe that 
the demand for rhino horn will go up and illegal 
poaching will fade away.  

Source: Findlay, Stephanie (September 14, 2015). Horns of 
Africa. Maclean’s.

 

To consider 

1. What factors do you think might influence John Hume’s decision to advocate for legalized rhino horn trading?  

2. Why do poachers choose to kill a rhino for its horn when they could anesthetize the animal and allow it to live? 

3. What do you think? Should South Africa legalize rhino horn trading? Explain your position. 
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BIG‐GAME HUNTING 

While the poaching of African wild life is 
routinely criticized by animal rights activists, 
big-game hunting ignites rage among 
conservationists and the mainstream public 
alike. In fact, it could easily be argued that big-
game hunting inspires more passion (and, hence, 
media attention) than the poacher-driven rhino 
slaughter ever will.  

Case #1: The dentist kills the icon 

U.S. dentist Walter Palmer decided he would like 
to go on safari in Africa so he hired a company that 
would help him get what he wanted: the head of an 
African lion. He paid $50 000 to his hunting guides 
and, one July day, Palmer and his companions 
lured a lion out of a national park in Zimbabwe. 
They dangled food off the back of their truck as 
bait. When the lion got close, Palmer shot him with 
a crossbow. The lion fled but, after 40 hours of 
tracking, the hunting team caught up with him and 
killed him with a well-placed rifle shot. The lion 
was then beheaded and skinned, becoming another 
hunting trophy for Walter Palmer.  

Little did the dentist know, he had just killed a 
famous and beloved lion. His name was Cecil; a 
majestic leader of his pride who was being studied 
by professors from Oxford University in Britain. 
Cecil had become a bit of celebrity because of his 
gentle nature and willingness to allow humans to 
get reasonably close to him. This made him a hit 
with scientists and tourists alike. His death sparked 
outrage thanks largely to the British media making 
the story a mainstream item. In short time Cecil’s 
death took over social media, highlighted by 1.2 
million people signing an online petition calling on 
the government of Zimbabwe to stop issuing 
permits for big-game hunters like Palmer. 
Meanwhile, Walter Palmer was vilified for killing 
the iconic Cecil and was forced into hiding upon 
his return to the U.S. 

Case #2: The unapologetic 
cheerleader kills the big five 

She seemed to be living the American dream. 
Raised in wealth and privilege, popular and 
pretty, a cheerleader at Texas Tech, Kendall 
Jones seemed to have it all. Then she thought it 
would be a good idea to put her hunting pictures 
on Facebook.  

Jones had achieved a hunting milestone after she 
successfully killed Africa’s big five (an 
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elephant, a lion, a leopard, a Cape buffalo and a 
rhinoceros) while still a teenager. Her exploits 
went viral shortly after she posted the pictures of 
her kills and, when she was challenged 
regarding the inhumane nature of her hobby, she 
claimed that her trophies always came after a 
fair chase. She also claimed that hunting is 
actually a form of wildlife conservation with 

hunters eliminating the weakest and most 
vulnerable of the species they killed. So 
infuriated was the Facebook community that 
almost 500 000 people signed a petition calling 
on CEO Mark Zuckerberg to direct his staff to 
take down the hunting pictures posted by 
Kendall Jones. 

 

To consider 

1. What do you think about big-game hunting? Is it a legitimate hobby or a barbaric practice? Explain. 

2. Why were people so infuriated by the fact that Walter Palmer killed Cecil the lion?  

3. Why was the Facebook community so infuriated by Kendall Jones? What you think of her claim that 
hunting is a form of conservation? 


