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Focus
Almost 20 years
after two terrorist
bombs killed 331
people, the trial of
two men charged
in the Air India
tragedy ended in
their acquittal. This
News in Review
story examines the
tragedy from its
cruel beginning in
June 1985 to the
trial verdict in
March 2005.

 Sections
marked with this
symbol indicate
content suitable for
younger viewers.

YV

Did you know . . .
Inderjit Singh Reyat
was tried and
convicted of man-
slaughter in the
Narita airport
bombing in 1991?
He was sentenced
to 10 years in
prison. Just prior to
the completion of
his sentence,
authorities charged
him in the Air India
conspiracy.

BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Introduction

Their reactions spanned a distressing
continuum of emotions: shock, bitter-
ness, disappointment, and anger. The
families of the victims of the Air India
tragedy were dealt yet another setback
when Mr. Justice Ian Josephson acquit-
ted two men, Ripudaman Singh Malik
and Ajaib Singh Bagri, on charges that
they were part of a conspiracy that led
to the worst mass murder in Canadian
history. On June 23, 1985, two bombs
exploded within an hour of each
other—one at Tokyo’s Narita airport
resulting in the death of two baggage
handlers and one while Air India Flight
182, a Boeing 747 with 329 people on
board, was flying off the coast of Ire-
land. Everyone died in the bombing of
Flight 182. Of those killed, 278 were
Canadian; 82 were children. When
Josephson read the verdict, over 70
relatives of the victims of Flight 182
were in the courtroom.

The trial of Malik and Bagri reopened
the Air India wound that had been
troubling the collective Canadian
conscience for decades. It took 15 years
to lay charges, two years and $130-
million to try the case, and over $7-
million to build a secure courtroom in
Vancouver to stage the trial. In the end,
the two accused men were acquitted.
Only one man, Inderjit Singh Reyat,
was convicted in the Air India attacks.
Reyat struck a controversial plea bar-
gain with the Crown. He admitted to
buying parts that went into the bomb
but not to making the bomb nor being
part of the conspiracy. The worst mass
murder in Canadian history—and only
one man, a minor player in a larger
conspiracy, was brought to justice.

This tragedy finds its roots in a

conflict that began on the other side of
the world. When the nations of India
and Pakistan were established in 1948,
the Indo-Pakistani border cut the Punjab
region in half. Punjab is the homeland
of a religion known as Sikhism, with
proponents of the religion referred to as
Sikhs. Since 1948, some Sikhs have
fought to establish a homeland in the
Punjab known as Khalistan. Support for
the movement has waxed and waned.
Some groups have gone to extremes to
try to achieve the Khalistani goal. By
the early 1980s, some of the more
militant groups had drawn the attention
of the government of India. In an ag-
gressive and provocative move, Indian
armed forces attacked the most sacred
site in Sikhism, the Golden Temple
complex in Amritsar. According to
some reports, thousands of people were
killed and several important buildings
were destroyed. The attack on the
Golden Temple infuriated Sikhs around
the world, and some militant Sikh
groups vowed swift retaliation and
murderous revenge. A branch of one of
these extremist groups, the Babbar
Khalsa or “Tigers of the True Faith,”
was operating in Canada. The leader of
the Vancouver branch of the Babbar
Khalsa was Talwinder Singh Parmar. In
the summer of 1984, he made a fiery
speech to Calgary Sikhs where he
proclaimed that Air India planes would
“fall from the sky” in retribution for the
attack on the Golden Temple. Parmar
promised the audience, “We’ll think of
something. We’ll make a plan” (Na-
tional Post, October 28, 2000).

Parmar is thought to have been the
mastermind behind the Air India trag-
edy. In the spring of 1985, he is said to
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Further Research
To make your own
mind up about this
complex trial,
consider viewing
the transcript of
the trial at the Law
Courts Education
Society of British
Columbia at
www.airindiatrial.ca.

have orchestrated a conspiracy that
resulted in the construction of the
bombs, their placement on the target
aircrafts, and the destruction of the lives
of 331 innocent people. Parmar, Inderjit
Singh Reyat, and an unidentified ac-
complice tested dynamite in a wooded
area on Vancouver Island weeks before
the bombings. Ajaib Singh Bagri was
identified by the RCMP as a devout
Sikh and disciple of Parmar’s who was
a key player in the conspiracy.
Ripudaman Singh Malik, a wealthy
Vancouver businessman, was said to
have financed the project. None of this
could be proven definitively in court.
Justice Josephson found the testimony
of witnesses to be unreliable and con-
tradictory. In the end, Josephson con-
cluded that, “Justice is not achieved . . .
if persons are convicted on anything
less than the requisite standard of proof
beyond a reasonable doubt. . . . The
evidence has fallen short of that stan-
dard” (The Globe and Mail, March 17,
2005).

What boggles the minds of most
Canadians is how the perpetrators of
such a heinous crime can continue to
elude justice. Early efforts to capture
and charge Parmar and his co-conspira-
tors failed due to a lack of evidence,
despite the fact that CSIS, Canada’s spy
agency, had been taping Parmar’s
phone conversations since the early
spring of 1985. In a disturbing twist to
the tragedy, CSIS destroyed most of the
tapes after the Air India bombings and
only shared the remaining tapes after a
protracted battle with the RCMP.
Parmar was also under CSIS surveil-
lance right up to the time of the bomb-
ings. CSIS agents were able to deter-
mine that Bagri and Malik were known
associates of Parmar. In fact, they

determined that Bagri was a member of
the Babbar Khalsa and that Malik had
given money to the organization. CSIS
also told the RCMP about the wooded
area of Vancouver Island where Parmar
and Reyat had tested explosives. With
all this information, how did Parmar, in
particular, elude Canadian justice?
Unfortunately, the answer to that ques-
tion may have died with Parmar in
1992, when he was killed in a shootout
with police in India. As for Bagri and
Malik, their association with Parmar
was not enough to prove that they were
a part of the conspiracy that killed the
baggage handlers in Japan and ended
the lives of the 329 souls on Flight 182.
Only Reyat, the man who admitted he
had purchased some of the parts that
went into the bombs, and who pleaded
guilty to manslaughter, has been held
accountable. Based on the terms of the
plea bargain, Reyat got five years in
prison for the deaths of the 331 Air
India tragedy victims. While the Crown
hoped that Reyat would provide key
evidence against Malik and Bagri in the
trial, they saw their hopes dashed once
he took the stand. In fact, the Crown
asked to treat Reyat—their witness—as
hostile.

The families of the victims reacted to
the verdict with a collective cry for a
public inquiry; a cry that was initially
rejected by Public Safety Minister,
Anne McLellan. However, the chorus in
favour of an inquiry grew louder, and
McLellan agreed to appoint former
Ontario premier Bob Rae to determine
whether or not a public inquiry was
necessary. In the meantime, the most
notorious case of mass murder in Cana-
dian history, a crime that most certainly
involved a terrorist conspiracy, remains
unsolved.

Did you know . . .
Justice Josephson
criticized CSIS when
he brought down
his verdict? He
described the
erasing of the tapes
as “unacceptable
negligence.” The
RCMP agreed,
claiming that, had
CSIS shared the
tapes between
April and August
1985 instead of
erasing them, they
likely would have
solved the case.



CBC News in Review • May 2005 • Page 20

To Consider
1. How did the trial of Malik and Bagri reopen the Air India wound that had

been with Canadians for decades?

2. Who is the only man to be convicted of any crime related to the Air India
tragedy? What was his crime? What was his sentence?

3. Outline the roots of the crisis that led to the bombings in 1985.

4. Who were Talwinder Singh Parmar, Inderjit Singh Reyat, Ripudaman Singh
Malik, and Ajaib Singh Bagri? What role do authorities think these men
played in the Air India tragedy?

5. What evidence was there that suggested that the capture and prosecution
of those responsible for the Air India tragedy should have been swift and
easy?

6. What is your reaction to the plea bargain negotiated by Inderjit Singh
Reyat?
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BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Video Review

1. What happened in June 1985 that changed the lives of so many Canadian
citizens?

2. How many children died in the Air India tragedy? _______________________

3. Who did the RCMP suspect of being responsible for the bombings? Why?

4. Describe the events surrounding the Air India bombings and explain why
the police suspected Malik and Bagri.

5. Describe the reactions of the families of the accused to the verdict.

6. Why did the authorities think there could be trouble from Sikh extremists
prior to June 1985?

7. Who was Talwinder Singh Parmar? What role do investigators think he
played in the bombings?

8. How did the government respond to the call for a public inquiry from the
families of the victims?

9. Who is the only person to be convicted for crimes related to the Air India
tragedy?

10. How have efforts to unite the Sikh and Hindu communities gone since the
tragedy?

11. Do you think there should be a public inquiry into the Air India tragedy?
Explain.

YV

Respond to the
questions while
viewing the video.
Check with your
teacher or peers for
any answers that
you did not find.

CBC Archives
For an audio-visual
summary of the
tragedy, visit the
CBC Digital Ar-
chives at
www.cbc.ca/
archives and view
the file “The Air
India Investigation.”
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BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Anatomy of a Terrorist Conspiracy

The conspiracy to bomb two Air India
flights was formally set in motion on
June 19, 1985, when a man identifying
himself as Jaswand Singh phoned
Canadian Pacific airlines in Vancouver
and booked two tickets with agent
Martine Donahue. Donahue processed
the purchases: one ticket for a CP flight
destined for India via a connecting Air
India flight in Japan and the other ticket
for a CP flight connecting to an Air
India flight in Toronto, with brief
stopovers in Montreal and London
before arrival in India. The tickets were
picked up the next day at a Vancouver
CP office from ticket agent Gerald
Duncan. The Sikh man who paid
$3 005 in cash for the tickets was
described by Duncan as “averaging
looking.” The ticket agent took note of
the mustard coloured turban that the
man was wearing (investigators later
learn that mustard is the colour of
martyrdom in Sikhism). Meanwhile,
somewhere on Vancouver Island, two
bombs were assembled and inserted
into separate Sanyo stereo tuners. The
tuners were designed to allow the
bombs to evade detection by airport X-
ray machines.

On June 21, the bombs were trans-
ported to Vancouver and stored until
the day of the flight when the bags were
to be checked in at the airport. At
around 4:00 p.m. on June 22, a Sikh
man traveling under the name of M.
Singh approached CP ticket agent
Jeanne Bakermans’ wicket to check in.
Bakermans checked the man’s reserva-
tion and informed him that he was only
confirmed for his flight as far as
Toronto. He would have to retrieve his
luggage and confirm his Air India flight
with an agent before he and his luggage

could board Flight 182. The man in-
sisted that he was confirmed on the
flight and protested that he would rather
not have to drag his suitcase around the
Toronto airport because of a technical
mix-up. Bakermans insisted that this
was the process he would have to
follow. The man said that he could
confirm his reservation and began to
leave the check-in area to find his
brother, whom he claimed could verify
his story. Bakermans, seeing a crowd of
30 people waiting to check in, called
the man back and said that she would
bend the rules and tag his luggage so
that it went straight through to his
destination in India. Less than a half
hour later, another Sikh man, travelling
under the name of L. Singh checked in
for his flight to India via Japan. His
suitcase was checked in without inci-
dent. Neither M. Singh or L. Singh took
their assigned seats on either flight.

The CP flight to Toronto arrived
shortly after midnight on June 23. The
luggage was transferred from the CP
plane to the Air India plane. The X-ray
machine at the Toronto airport was not
working properly so a rudimentary
check of the luggage took place before
it was stowed in the cargo hold of
Flight 182. The plane left almost two
hours late, eventually stopping for
passengers in Montreal before heading
for London, England. Meanwhile, the
CP flight heading for Tokyo arrived
early, and passengers left the aircraft to
prepare to transfer onto their connecting
Air India flight. While baggage han-
dlers were transferring the luggage in
the baggage terminal a suitcase ex-
ploded, killing two baggage handlers
and injuring four others.

Quote
Shortly after the
verdict in the Air
India tragedy was
delivered,
Bakermans was
asked why she
checked M. Singh’s
suitcase. She said,
“Why did I do it?
Because I believed
him. It was prob-
ably the biggest
mistake of my life.”
— The Globe and
Mail, March 21,
2005
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Less than an hour after the Narita
bomb exploded, the co-pilot on board
Air India Flight 182 contacted air traffic
control in Shannon, Ireland, reporting
that all was well and the aircraft was
proceeding to Heathrow Airport in
London. Shannon control cleared the

aircraft to proceed. Flight 182, flying at
an altitude 31 000 feet, made its way
through Irish airspace toward London.
Moments later, the aircraft disappeared
from the radar screen and people began
to imagine the unimaginable.

Analysis
Make a point-form list of the events up to and including the bombing of the
two planes. Minimum 10 points.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Highlight what you consider to be the three most important points.

1.

2.

3.

What extra precautions are taken at airports today to prevent such a tragedy
from recurring?
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BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Timeline of a Tragedy: The Investigation and Trial

June to October, 1984 Indian
armed forces attack the Golden Temple
complex in Amritsar, India. The Golden
Temple is the holiest shrine for Sikhs.
Sikh extremist Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale is killed in the attack.
Several months later, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi of India is killed by her
Sikh bodyguards in retaliation for the
attack on the Golden Temple. In
Canada, Talwinder Singh Parmar,
leader of Vancouver’s Babbar Khalsa,
vows that Air India flights will “fall out
of the sky” in retribution for the actions
of the government of India.

Spring 1985 The Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) is asked by
the government of India to monitor the
activities of Sikh extremist groups in
Canada prior to the visit of Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. CSIS
responds by placing a wiretap on the
phone conservations of Talwinder
Singh Parmar. A few weeks later, CSIS
intercepts a call between Parmar and
Jang Singh in Germany. The two dis-
cuss plans to kill Gandhi at the United
Nations in New York. The conversation
is dismissed as idle talk.

Early June 1985 CSIS follows
Parmar, Inderjit Singh Reyat, and an
unidentified person to a wooded area on
Vancouver Island near Duncan, B.C.
Agents hear a small explosion that they
think is a high-powered hand gun. CSIS
dismisses the incident when their
investigation determines that Reyat is
the registered owner of two revolvers
but alert Vancouver police to the incident.

Eventually the RCMP and the United
States Secret Service interview Parmar
and Surjan Singh Gill about the alleged
plot to kill Prime Minister Gandhi in

New York. The RCMP opts not to
question Parmar about the explosion in
Duncan for fear of alerting him to the
CSIS surveillance operation.

Around the same time, CSIS is
warned by Indian intelligence of poten-
tial threats to Air India. In Vancouver, a
man identified as “Jaswand Singh”
purchases plane tickets on two Cana-
dian Pacific flights, one to Tokyo and
one to Toronto. Both flights connect to
Air India flights. On June 22, “Mr. L.
Singh” and “Mr. M. Singh” check in
their luggage on the two flights but
never take their seats aboard either
aircraft.

Meanwhile, two days before the
bombings, CSIS intercepts a conversa-
tion between Parmar and Gill. Later, the
RCMP determines that the two men
were speaking in code with the refer-
ences to “paper” representing plane
tickets and references to “clothes”
representing explosives.

June 23, 1985 A suitcase bomb
explodes at Narita Airport in Tokyo,
killing two baggage handlers. Fifty-five
minutes later, a bomb explodes on Air
India Flight 182, killing all 329 people
on board.

Summer 1985 CSIS draws RCMP
attention to the Duncan, B.C., site of the
“small explosion” of early June. The
RCMP determines that Parmar, Reyat,
and the unidentified person tested
dynamite that day. Eventually, the
RCMP learns of the CSIS wiretap on
Parmar and asks for the tapes. A dispute
arises; CSIS gives the RCMP access to
notes on the tapes but not the tapes
themselves. Meanwhile, unknown to
the RCMP, CSIS begins erasing the
tapes. By the time the dispute is settled,

Further Research
To learn more
about CSIS and the
RCMP, consider a
visit to the official
Web sites at
www.csis-
scris.gc.ca. and
www.rcmp-grc.ca.
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only 54 of the 286 tapes of Parmar’s
conversations survive; the rest are
destroyed. Most of the tapes are de-
stroyed after the bombing of Flight 182.
During the trial, RCMP documents
propose that the tapes were destroyed to
protect the identity of CSIS operative
Surjan Singh Gill, who had penetrated
the Babbar Khalsa and had become a
confidant of Parmar’s. Gill is said to
have resigned from the group three days
before the bombing of Flight 182 and
fled Canada in 2000.

Fall 1985 Police raid the homes of
Parmar and Reyat. No clear evidence
linking the two to the downing of the
airplane is found. The two are charged
with minor weapons offenses. Not long
after the raid, Ajaib Singh Bagri ap-
pears before a large crowd at Madison
Square Garden in New York and pro-
claims, “We will kill 50 000 Hindus.”

1986 The Canadian Aviation Safety
Board determines that Air India Flight
182 was brought down by a bomb. An
inquiry by the government of India
concurs, determining that the bomb was
located in the front baggage compart-
ment of the aircraft.

1988 Inderjit Singh Reyat is charged
with making the bomb that exploded at
Narita airport. Since Reyat is a resident
of England at the time, plans for his
extradition are put into place. By 1989,
he is in Canada to stand trial. Also in
1988, Tara Singh Hayer, the publisher
of the Indo-Canadian Times, is shot by
a Sikh extremist. Several people are
charged with attempted murder, includ-
ing Ajaib Singh Bagri. While the
shooter is convicted, the charges against
Bagri are stayed.

1990 to 1991 Reyat is tried and
convicted of manslaughter for the
deaths of the two baggage handlers at
Narita airport in Tokyo.

1992 Talwinder Singh Parmar, the
alleged mastermind of the bombings, is
killed in a shootout with police in India.
CBC radio reports that Parmar had been
in custody prior to the shootout and that
he had been interrogated by the police
about the Air India tragedy.

1995 The RCMP announces a
$1-million reward for information
leading to a conviction in the Air India
case.

1996 to 2000 The RCMP makes
repeated announcements that charges in
the Air India case are imminent.

1998 Tara Singh Hayer is murdered.
Hayer’s writings implicated Bagri and
Malik in the Air India bombings. Hayer
would have been called as a witness if
charges were laid against the two men.

2000 Over 15 years after the bombing
of Air India Flight 182, two men,
Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib
Singh Bagri, are charged with con-
spiracy to commit murder in the deaths
of the 329 people on board Flight 182
and the deaths of the two baggage
handlers in Japan.

2001 Inderjit Singh Reyat is formally
charged as a conspirator in the Air India
bombings. Prosecutors plan to try Reyat
along with Bagri and Malik.

2002 Ongoing legal wrangling delays
the beginning of the trial.

2003 Reyat unexpectedly pleads guilty
to manslaughter charges and one count
of aiding in the construction of a bomb.
A number of more serious charges are
stayed, and some speculate that Reyat
will testify against Malik or Bagri.
However, the plea bargain does not
compel Reyat to testify against the two
men.

Spring of 2003-2004 The trial of
Malik and Bagri begins in April and

Question
What disturbing
information comes
to the surface
when the RCMP
identifies Surjan
Singh Gill as a CSIS
operative? Review
the timeline for the
answer to this
question.

Did you know . . .
Several Air India
suspects have died
since 1985? Besides
Parmar, Harial
Singh Johal, the
man whom the
RCMP believe
bought the airline
tickets, and Amarjit
Singh Pawa, a close
associate of
Parmar’s, have also
died.

Definition
Stay: In legal terms,
this means to
postpone or sus-
pend a sentence or
judgement.
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lasts for the next 19 months. During the
Crown’s case, a former lover of Malik
says that he confessed to being part of
the bombing of Flight 182. An FBI
informer testifies that several weeks
after the tragedy Bagri told him that he
was part of the bombing. One crown
witness, who was to play a key role in
the case, suddenly forgets important
information saying “I don’t know” over
20 times while she is on the witness
stand. When Reyat testifies, he claims
that he cannot remember anything about
Malik and Bagri. The Crown makes the
unusual request to treat Reyat, whom
they called to the stand, as a hostile
witness.

In terms of the case for the defence,
witnesses find their credibility chal-
lenged at every turn. One witness

testifies that Air India was brought
down by the government of India to
discredit Sikh extremist groups. The
trial ends after 19 months of testimony
from 115 witnesses.

2005 Ripudaman Singh Malik and
Ajaib Singh Bagri are acquitted on all
charges. The government initially rules
out a public inquiry into the tragedy but
eventually agrees to hire an independent
advisor to recommend whether or not
there should be one.

Sources: The Globe and Mail, February
11, 2003, “The Bombing of Flight 182”
www.theglobeandmail.com/
backgrounder/airindia; CBC News
Indepth: Air India, www.cbc.ca/news/
background/airindia/
timeline_investigation

Trial by Judge
The Crown and the
defence eventually
agreed to a trial by
judge since a trial
by jury would be
difficult due to the
fact that the case
was expected to
last for more than a
year.

Analysis
1. How might this investigation have been pursued more effectively? Be

specific and detailed in your answer.

2. Do you think a public inquiry will be worth the immense time and effort?
Explain.

3. Do you think Canadians will ever know the full story behind the Air India
tragedy? Why? Why not?
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BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Voices: Reaction to the Verdict

“I would like to see Canadians under-
stand that this is not a local tragedy, it’s
not a tragedy that happened to me and a
few people. I want them to understand
it’s a national tragedy, which has never
been sort of resolved.” — Anant
Anantaraman, who lost his wife and
two daughters in the Air India tragedy

“What we want to see next is a public
inquiry. There’s no doubt about it, two
bombs got aboard two planes, and 329
people plus the two baggage handlers
[—] 331 people were murdered. . . .”
 — Susheel Gupta, whose mother died
in the tragedy. She was just 12 years old
when her mother died.

“I was stunned. I was dumbfounded. I
just simply couldn’t believe it. I don’t
think this is the end. Something has to
be done. Somebody is guilty, I don’t
know who, but somebody is guilty.”
— Rumi Shross, reacting to the verdict.
Shross lost a friend in the tragedy.

“We have lost our families all over
again, this time to the Canadian justice
system . . . During the last 20 years,
time has stood still for all of us. We had
sought only justice, not retribution.
Perhaps, today, the last bit of dignity
has been stolen from us, from our
lives.” —  Shanjay Lazer, who  lost his
family in the tragedy

“I had absolutely no involvement in any
of these criminal activities. The loss of
so many innocent lives resulting from
these events is an enormous tragedy. It
has brought unspeakable suffering to
the families and friends of those who
have died. It has also caused deep

divisions within the Sikh community. It
is my hope that the completion of these
legal proceedings will now allow
healing to begin.” — Ajaib Singh
Bagri, in a statement released after the
verdict

“Our family deeply sympathizes with
the families of those who died in this
horrific tragedy. The anger and sadness
that the families are going through
because of today’s decision should be
directed toward the RCMP and the
Crown. They had given the families a
false hope of justice by proceeding with
a case without merit.” — a statement
released by the family of Ripudaman
Singh Malik after the verdict

“I’m shocked. I was looking for clo-
sure, but this is no closure. I think it
also sends a message to terrorists: in
Canada you can blow up an airplane,
kill innocent human beings, and nothing
will happen to you. After almost 20
years, nobody has been held account-
able for this.” — David Hayer, a British
Columbia MLA and the son of journal-
ist Tara Singh Hayer, who reported on
Sikh extremism. He was shot by a Sikh
activist in 1988 and was murdered in
1998.

“I am not in a position now today to
comment on [holding an inquiry],
we’ve just been through a trial of over a
year. . . . At this point, it’s not possible
for me to say . . . that there would be a
benefit from a public inquiry.” —
Deputy prime minister Anne McLellan
reacting to calls for a public inquiry
after the not guilty verdict was an-
nounced

Read and analyze
the quotes and
complete the
activity that follows.
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“If we do not have a successful pros-
ecution in the end, I believe it is essen-
tial we have a public inquiry.” —
Conservative Leader Steven Harper

“Our commitment to you, the families,
does not end today. It will continue as
our investigation is active and ongo-
ing.” — Sergeant John Ward, spokes-
person for the RCMP

 Activity
1. Work with a partner and pick three quotes that you feel capture the

essence of the Air India tragedy. Defend your choices in a class discussion.
Make specific reference to the circumstances surrounding the Air India
tragedy.

Our Choice Of Quotes Our Rationale

#1

#2

#3

2. Which of the quotes is most significant in your opinion? Why?

All quotes are from www.cbc.ca/news/background/airindia.
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BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Commentary

CBC Radio One – Commentary –
May 20, 2003
Every semester I ask my students a
question that they never get right: what
was the worst mass murder in Canadian
history? Blank stares. I restate the
question: what was the most violent
crime in Canadian civil aviation his-
tory? This usually prompts references to
the Swiss Air crash off Peggy’s Cove in
2000. But there was no foul play in that
disaster. I give up and I tell them the
answer: the terrorist bombing of Air
India Flight 182. Why do so many
people not know that it was Canada’s
worst mass murder?

On Sunday June 23, 1985, I cel-
ebrated my 21st birthday. When I
turned on the radio that day my family’s
celebrations turned to sadness. A jet
from Canada carrying 329 people had
crashed off the coast of Ireland, brought
down by a terrorist’s bomb. The plane
had taken off from Toronto, where I
lived at the time. A wave of sadness
swept across Canada.

But what was missing from the
national reaction was outrage. Where
was the anger? The downing of Air
India Flight 182 resulted in the deaths
of 329 innocent people—278 of them
were Canadians. Let’s not call them
“new” Canadians or recent immigrants,
or Canadians of Indian ancestry. Two
hundred and seventy eight of our people
died because of this horrible act of
terrorism, and all many Canadians
could feel was sadness—not outrage—
and I shamefully include myself.

My heritage is Irish. I know I would
have reacted more intensely if 278

Canadians returning to Ireland had been
killed. But the plane was not filled with
white people like me—there were
mostly dark-skinned people on Flight
182. And while I felt sorrow, there was
a distance between the victims and me.
In an awful way, I was almost relieved
that the dead didn’t include “people like
me.”

The Air India tragedy has haunted me
for years. I look back at my reaction to
the event with deep shame. The tragedy
has taught me that subtle racism can
rest beneath the surface and rear its
head disguised as passivity, ambiva-
lence, and disregard. While I may not
have been consciously racist in 1985,
there certainly was something uncon-
scious going on.

Maybe it was the lack of pressure
from Canadians like me that resulted in
the painfully slow investigation of the
Air India tragedy. I can only imagine
how betrayed the families of the victims
have felt over the years.

So what does this say about us as
Canadians? Maybe we are not as toler-
ant as we think we are. Maybe the
cultural mosaic needs to be about unity
as much as it is about diversity.

When tragedy strikes we need to
mourn but we also need to aggressively
and passionately pursue answers,
regardless of our differences. If the
miracle of Canadian multiculturalism is
to serve as an example for the rest of
the world, we need to destroy our
apathy and vigorously stand on guard
for each other.

For Commentary, I’m Sean Dolan in
Brampton.

YV

Just before the Air
India trial began,
CBC Radio One
aired a commen-
tary from a high
school teacher from
Brampton, Ontario,
that asked why
more Canadians
were not angry
about the Air India
disaster. The chal-
lenges and ques-
tions posed in the
commentary have
maintained their
potency in the
aftermath of the
trial verdict and the
demand for a
public inquiry.

Did you know
The trial and
investigation cost
$130-million, with
few results?
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To Consider
1. Do you agree with the commentator? Should Canadians have reacted with

more anger in 1985? Why?

2. The commentary suggests a “subtle racism” that exists in terms of the Air
India tragedy. Do you agree with this suggestion? Explain.

3. What lessons can be learned from this awful event?

Further Research
You can access this
commentary at
www.cbc.ca/insite/
COMMENTARY/
2003/5/20.html.
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BITTER END: THE AIR INDIA TRIAL VERDICT
Activity
Sometimes it is easy to forget the human side of the Air India tragedy. People
become focused on plot lines, conspiracies, evidence and trials, and forget that
each of the victims had friends and family who loved them. The victims should
never be the afterthought of a tragedy. Instead they should take their place at
the forefront of our remembrance. Review the list of names below and com-
plete the task that follows.

1. Aggarwall, Rahul, 23.
2. Ahmed, Indra, 47.
3. Ahmed, Sarah, 8.
4. Alexander, Annamma, 53.
5. Alexander, Anchanatt, 40.
6. Alexander, Reena, 10.
7. Alexander, Simon jr., 9.
8. Alexander, Simon, 54.
9. Allard, Collette, 46.
10. Anantaraman, Aruna, 15.
11. Anantarman, Rupa, 12.
12. Anantarman, Bhavani, 48.
13. Asirwatham, Ruth, 39.
14. Asirwatham, Hannah, 14.
15. Asirwatham, Elizabeth, 11.
16. Aurora, Shyla, 27.
17. Bajaj, Anu, 21.
18. Balaraman, Saradambal, 40.
19. Balaraman, Marayanan,17.
20. Balasubramanian, Ramachandran, 43.
21. Balsara, Freddy, 29.
22. Beauchesne, Gaston, 54.
23. Bedi, Jatin, 9.
24. Bedi, Saroj, 34.
25. Bedi, Anu, 14.
26. Berar, Jogeshwar, 45.
27. Berry, Sharad, 16.
28. Bery, Aditya, 4.
29. Bery, Neelam, 37.
30. Bery, Priya, 7.
31. Bhagat, Adush, 29.
32. Bhalla, Nirmal, 31.
33. Bhalla, Manju, 14.
34. Bhalla, Dalip, 7.
35. Bharadwaj, Harish, 18.
36. Bhasin, Reema, 22.
37. Bhat, Muktha, 50.
38. Bhat, Chand, 27,
39. Bhat, Deepak, 9.
40. Bhat, Sidhant, 5 months.
41. Bhat, Parag, 26.
42. Bhatt, Tina, 9.
43. Bhatt, Bina, 15.
44. Bhatt, Chandrabala, 44.

45. Bhatt, Vinu, 42.
46. Bhinder, Satwinder, 41.
47. Bisen, Leena, 29.
48. Castonguay, Rochell, 32.
49. Chandrasekhar, Sukmar, 25
50. Chatlani, Nita, 44.
51. Chatlani, Mala, 13.
52. Chatlani, Marc, 4.
53. Cheema, Shingara, 35.
54. Chopra, Jagdish, 71.
55. Chopra, Shampari, 69.
56. Chug, Ratna, 19.
57. Daniel, Celine, 37.
58. Daniel, Robyn, 4.
59. Daniel, Ruby, 8.
60. Daniel, Varghese, 41.
61. Das, Anita, 16.
62. Das, Ruby, 44.
63. Das, Arindar, 14.
64. Desa, Anthony, 72.
65. Desouza, Ronald, 62.
66. Dhunna, Sunil, 2.
67. Dhunna, Shashi, 16.
68. Dhunna, Bhag, 33.
69. Dhunna, Rajesh, 14.
70. Dinshaw, Pamela, 26.
71. Dinshaw, Jamshed, 40.
72. Dumasia, Dara, 57.
73. Enayati, Ardeshir, 68.
74. Fourdoonji, Homai, 49.
75. Gadkar, Anita, 11.
76. Gambhir, Angi, 9.
77. Gambhir, Santosh, 35.
78. Gambhir, Julie, 4.
79. Gaonkar, Shyama, 28.
80. Ghate, Sangeeta, 28.
81. Gogia, Bhagwanti, 65.
82. Gogne, Ritu, 16.
83. Gopalan, Krishna, 23.
84. Gossain, Aparna, 7.
85. Gossain, Kalpana, 31.
86. Gossain, Arun, 4.
87. Grewal, Daljit, 42.
88. Gupta, Arti, 9.

YV
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89. Gupta, Ramwati, 37.
90. Gupta, Shashi, 36.
91. Gupta, Vishal, 11.
92. Gupta, Santosh, 57.
93. Gupta, Anumita, 16.
94. Gupta, Vandana, 15.
95. Gupta, Amit, 6.
96. Gupta, Rajesh, 45.
97. Gupta, Swantantar, 38.
98. Gupta S. (age unavailable)
99. Harpalani, Deepa, 9.
100. Harpalani, Sumenta, 5.
101. Harpalani, Rashmi, 40.
102. Jacob, Aaleykutty, 40.
103. Jacob, Justin, 8.
104. Jacob, Jancey, 9.
105. Jacob, Jissey, 12.
106. Jacob, Bulivelil, 45.
107. Jain, Rani, 36.
108. Jain, Ruchi, 18.
109. Jain, Anoopuma Annannupana, 15.
110. Jain, Parash, 43.
111. Jain, Rikki, 16.
112. Jaipuria, Mala, 27.
113. Jalan, Anita, 3.
114. Jalan, Devkrishan, 35.
115 Jalan, Shila, 29.
116. Jalan, Vinay, 2 months.
117. James, Annie, 41.
118. Jethva, Zebuniska, 42.
119. Jethva, Umar, 45.
120. Job, Aleykutty, 43.
121. Job, Teena, 14.
122. Jutras, Rita, 32.
123. Kachroo, Mohan, 57.
124. Kaj, Leena, 25.
125. Kalsi, Indira, 21
126. Kammila, Rama, 15.
127. Kapoor, Santosh, 39.
128. Kapoor, Sabrina, 6.
129. Kapoor, Sharmila, 16.
130. Kashipri, Athikhom, 20.
131. Kashipri, Neli, 30.
132. Kaur, Gurmit, 22.
133. Kaur, Parmjit, 26.
134. Kaushal, Bishan, 45.
135. Kelly, Barsa, 48.
136. Khan, Rahamathulla, 25.
137. Khandelwal, Manju, 19.
138. Khandelwal, Chandra, 21.
139. Khera, Rashirashmi, 3.
140. Khera, Suman, 28.
141. Kochher, Sandeep, 21.
142. Kumar, Manju, 28.
143. Kumar, Chitra, 29.
144. Kumar, Kevin, 1.

145. Kumar, Ramachandran, 34.
146. Lakshmanan, Kanakasabapaphy, 40.
147. Lakshmanan, Preethi, 7.
148. Lasrado, Sharon, 23.
149. Laurence, Nicola, 16.
150. Laurence, Shyamala, 18.
151. Lazar, Sandeeta, 3.
152. Lazar, Sylvia, 38.
153. Lazar, Sampath, 44.
154. Leger, Joseph, 65.
155. Lougheed, Donald, 48.
156. Lulla, Monish, 16.
157. Madon, Sam, 40.
158. Mainguay, Lena, 35.
159. Malhotra, Atul, 26.
160. Mamak, Rajinder, 42.
161. Manjania, Nasib, 62.
162. Marjara, Seema, 17.
163. Marjara, Davinder, 47.
164. Martel, Alain, 32.
165. Mehta, Ne Ha, 15.
166. Mehta, Kishonechandra, 48.
167. Mehta, Chandralekha, 41.
168. Mehta, Nilish, 16.
169. Merchant, Natasha, 7.
170. Minhas, Balwinder, 51.
171. Minhas, Kulbir, 24.
172. Molakala, Prabhavathi, 34.
173. Mukerji, Shefali, 50.
174. Mukerji, Nishith, 50.
175. Mukhi, Renu, 26.
176. Mullick, Deepak, 42.
177. Murthy, Narayana, 8.
178. Murthy, Susheela, 40.
179. Murthy, Bhavani, 10.
180. Murugan, Gnanendran, 44.
181. Murugan, Sumithra, 37.
182. Murugan, Lavanya, 10.
183. Murugan, Ramya, 5.
184. Nadkarni, Rahul, 16.
185. Nadkarni, Deven, 17.
186. Narendra, Hanse, 56.
187. Nayudamma, Yelabarti, 62.
188. Pada, Brinda, 18.
189. Pada, Arati, 15.
190. Pada Visnu, 47.
191. Paliwal, Mukul, 15.
192. Patel, Bipan, 17.
193. Patel, Mohanbhai, 35.
194. Patel, Babubai, 42.
195. Patel, Marazban, 57.
196. Phansekar, Rita, 26.
197. Puri, Veena, 43.
198. Puri, Amit, 5.
199. Puri, Chaman, 12.
200. Quadri, Syed, 8 months.
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201. Quadri, Shaista, 24.
202. Quadri, Qutubuddin, 40.
203. Quadri,Rubina, 8.
204. Quadri, Arishiya, 3.
205. Radhakrishna, Ngasumdara, 36.
206. Radhakrishna, Thejus, 7.
207. Rradhakrishna, Jyoti, 13.
208. Raghavan, Suseela, 23.
209. Raghuveeran, Vasantha, 40.
210. Raghuveeran, Rajiv, 14.
211. Rai, Kiranjit, 11.
212. Ramachandran, Pratibha, 13.
213. Ramaswamy, Janaki, 15.
214. Rauthan, Budi, 40.
215. Rauthan, Pouja, 17.
216. Rodricks, Elaine, 32.
217. Sabharwal, Meghan, 11.
218. Sadiq, Sugra, 67.
219. Sagi, Sujatha, 31.
220. Sagi, Kalpana, 11.
221. Sagi, Kavita, 7.
222. Saha, Bimal, 37.
223. Sahu, Ram, 50.
224. Sahu, Pushpa, 14.
225. Sahu, Pradeep, 16.
226. Sakhawalkar, Usha, 49.
227. Sakhawalkar, Dattatraya, 49.
228. Sakhawalkar, Sanjay, 18.
229. Sakhawalkar, Surekha, 15.
230. Sakhawalkar, Sunil, 13.
231. Sankurathri, Manjari, 33.
232. Sankurathri, Sharadha, 3.
233. Sankurathri, Srikiran, 6.
234. Sarangi, Rajasri, 14.
235. Sawhney, Om, 50.
236. Seth, Sadhna, 31.
237. Seth, Alpana, 8.
238. Seth, Ahkur, 1.
239. Seth, Satish, 38.
240. Seth, Shilpa, 10.
241. Seth, Karan, 38.
242. Sharma, Versha, 11.
243. Sharma, Sakuntala, 66.
244. Sharma, Neeraj, 10.
245. Sharma, Sandhya, 14.
246. Sharma, Swati, 11.
247. Sharma, Indu, 38.
248. Sharma, Om, 54.
249. Sharma, Sharvan, 46.
250. Sharma, Uma, 43.
251. Sharma, Rina, 7.
252. Sharma, Manmohan, 40.
253. Sharma, Sushma, 34.
254. Sharma, Ruby, 8.
255. Sharma, Vikas, 3.
256. Sharma, Sumitra, 42.

257. Sharma, Anuj, 10.
258. Sharma, Sandeep, 16.
259. Sharma, Shyam, 41.
260. Shukla, Sunil, 33.
261. Shukla, Irene, 29.
262. Singh, Jagit, 24.
263. Singh, Mukhtiar, 55.
264. Singh, Abhinav, 8.
265. Singh, Shalini, 9.
266. Singh, Dara, 17.
267. Singh, Balvir, 46.
268. Singh, Ranjina, 38.
269. Singh, Shobna, 14.
270. Singh, Ajai, 3.
271. Singh, Amar, 9.
272. Singh, Usha, 35.
273. Singh, Akhand, 40
274. Singh, Jjoyosree, 33.
275. Singh, Surendra, 43.
276. Singh, Ratik, 1.
277. Sinha, Anjami, 42.
278. Soni, Usha, 39.
279. Soni, Moneka, 11.
280. Soni, Rina, 10
281. Soni, Pankaj, 3.
282. Sran, Primajit, 26.
283. Srivastava, Brijbeheri, 38.
284. Subramanian, Lakshmi, 42.
285. Subramanian, Veena, 8.
286. Subramanian, Gopalsamudram, 44.
287. Subramanian, Jayalakshmi, 38.
288. Subramanian, Krishnan, 13.
289. Subramanian, Sumitra, 3.
290. Swaminathan, Indira, 38.
291. Swaminathan, Padma, 8.
292. Swaminathan, Ramya, 5.
293. Swaminathan, Anand, 15.
294. Tachettu, Ivy, 20.
295. Thakur, Priya, 27.
296. Thakur, Vishal, 4.
297. Thakur, Kanaya, 46.
298. Thakur, Inder, 35.
299. Thampi, Vijaya, 28.
300. Thomas, Molly, 46.
301. Thomas, Kythakuzhical Vinod, 16.
302. Thomas, Kythakuzhical Anita, 15.
303. Thomas Kythakuzhical Kurian, 53.
304. Travasso, Anne, 44.
305. Travasso, Lyon, 16.
306. Travasso, Lorraine, 19.
307. Travasso, C.F., 46.
308. Trivedi, Nirmal, 40.
309. Trivedi, Parul, 12.
310. Trivedi, Neeta, 12.
311. Tumkur, Hitra, 17.
312. Tumkur, Rammohan, 21.
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313. Turlapati, Sanjay, 15.
314. Turlapati, Deepak, 11.
315. Uppal, Sukhwinder, 35.
316. Uppal, Parminder, 10.
317. Uppal, Kuldip, 9.
318. Upreti, Virkam, 10.
319. Upreti, Hema, 40.
320. Upreti, Gyandra, 43.
321. Vaid, Noshir, 34.
322. Vaz, Juliet, 28.
323. Venkatesan, Sukuvanam, 31.
324. Venkatesan, Geetha, 29.

325. Venketeswaran, Krishnan, 46.
326. Verma, Balwinder, 29.
327. Wadhawa, Akhil, 5.
328. Wadhawa, Serina, 8.
329. Yallapragada, Murthy, 63.
330. Asano, Hideo – Killed in explosion
at Tokyo’s Narita airport
(age unavailable).
331. Koda, Hideharu – Killed in explo-
sion at Tokyo’s Narita airport (age
unavailable)

Most people know the names of the alleged perpetrators of the Air India
bombing but few know the name of five-year-old Akhil Wadhawa, who was
killed in the terrorist attack. His is one story that only his family and friends
know about. Your task is to use the skill of empathy to produce one of the
following:

Research
Write a biography of one of the victims of the Air India tragedy. Go to www.cbc.ca/
news/background/airindia for the biographies of several people who were killed in
the bombing.

Letter to a Family
Write a letter to the family of one of the victims of the bombing. Let the family
know how badly you feel and your personal hope that they can find peace even
though all of those responsible have not been held accountable for their hor-
rible crimes.

Letter to the PM or to the letters-to-the-editor page of your local
newspaper
Write a letter calling for a public inquiry. Make specific reference to the investi-
gation of the bombing and the trial in your letter.

Commentary
Write a commentary on the Air India tragedy. Refer to the social and political
implications of Canada’s failure to bring all of those responsible to justice.
Share this with your peers. Suggested length: 200-400 words

Memorial
Write a memorial tribute to those who died. This can be a poem, a prayer, or
prose. Follow a theme like injustice or innocence and show how we must strive
to remember the Air India tragedy.

Artistic Tribute
You may produce an artistic tribute to those who died. This should be a work of
art like a name collage, a sculpture, or a painting.


